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avd an aimost rugged versification %vas
now the aimn of the poets.

Byron and Wordsworth arc the centrai
figures of this period, and arc surrounidcd
b-y an almost innumerable l'ost of lights
scarceiy less brilliant, and ail possesssing
prominent characteristics, but we must be
content to separate these twvo great ones
wvho are similar yet so different. Byron,
wrapped up in himself-cssentially seifish,
transcribing himself îvith ail his gloomy
sadniess in his poems, yet in every word
breathing an ernotion that is overwheimingr
in its power. In bis descriptions pre-
eminent, showving in the nobleness of bis
descriptive lines onc of his highest charac-
teristics-sympathy wvîth nlatuire. Impulsive
and loving, hc bas ministered to the appetite
for poetry in ivarmth and force of passion
which have made his poemns immortal.
Wordswvorth, in his wvide syînpathy for man
and plainness of sentiment and expression,
is a contrast, but the twvo are united in their
love of nature. In Wordsworth wc find the
influence of the iofty, elevated thoughts,
clothed in simple ivords, yet none the less
bciiutiful. H-e lias probabiy spirituaiized
modern imaginative literature more than
any other poet. Morley says of him.-
'<As yet, too littie scnsuous to be w'idely
popular, but that popularity wviil extend in
proportion as the gcnerai mind ascends to
his mount of vision." We have selected
the foliowing, as showingr his lový of nature
as a passion and bis rare spirituality:

" For I have learned
To look on Nature, xiot as in the hour
0f thoughtless youtb, but lienring oftentimes
The stil sad music of hurmanity,
Nor harsh, nor grating, though of ample power
To chasten and subdue. Ani I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts ; a stnse sublime
QI something far more dceply interfused,
WVhose dwelling in the light of setting suns
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man
A motion and at spirit that impels
AUl thinking things, ail objects of ail thouglits
And rolin through ail things."'

This schiool, so admirable in its pre-
dominant features, wvas flot ivithout its

mistaizes. Whicn we consider the theory
that broughit it into existence îî'e ivili cease
to îvonder at the absence of the Epic and
Draina to whichi the judgment of inany
generations had assigned the palmn of
superiority among poetic forms. The truth
is, no complex or r-xtensive poemn tas ever
composed Nvithout great hieip from the con-
structive facuity-\%,hichi it wvas tlic object
of this theory to undervalue. Great as \vere
somne of the pocrns, producecl, ive cannot but
think they are not so good as they mighlt
have been, owing to a lack of painstaking
in construction.

Among other things that wvere inistakes
of the school, inférior poets ivere not
silenced, and in this age they were inferior
pocts of an inferior kind-men " gifted with
a fatal faculty of rhyme,» and possessing
minds teezning îvith trivial thoughts. Pro-
ductions from such as these were soon so
numerous that a poem of any excellence
ivas lost in a shoal of works utterly worth-
iess. It ivas not long ere this degraded the
school and the divine afflatusý ceased. The
influences from the great productions of the
age are lasting and, on flic whole, beneficiai.
A taste for genuine feeling wvas crcated;
refined ernotions existed, brighitening daily
life îvith images of beautyandgce Bu
in somne, genuine feeling ivas degraded into-
scnsuality, and mnonsters in îvhom "one
virtue îs Ilked \vith a thousand crimes "
\'ere held Up to, admiration, and dignity
%v'as conferred on vice. But beside thiese
are seen bcauty, ioveliness, pity, faitb and
charity. So it is %vith the whole school,
" in the fadeless gardens, flowers and w'eeds
are coingiiled."

A merican poctry bias foilowed a patbwvay
of its own, flot occupyings itseif îvith
classical subjects and studies, but îvriting
garaceful verses of anl emotional, lyrical or
descriptive kind, aroused by naturai land-
scape and patriotism. Surrounded by the
greatest beauties of nature, and breathing
the atmosphere of freedom and prosperity,
the poetîc nature is moved to its greatest
depth, and gives to the world poems of sur-
passing sîveetness that cannot fail to touch
the truc cord in the heart. It lias been said
by som-e critic that "the Amlerican poets


