
UPS AND DOWNS.

Manitobans, were added te our train, and it
was fonnd necessary te cut us into two sections,
in which maniner we ran te Winnipeg without
mishap, reaching that city at eight p.m. on
Thursday evening, two thousand one hnndred
and eighty miles from our starting point. At
Winnipeg everything possible is clone for the
comfort of the newly.arrived celenists-a fine
large building, kept beantifully dlean by one of
the mest trustworthy Scotchmen, is open for the
free use of arrivais, excellent baths are piaced
at their disposaI, and a general air of IlWel-
came te Manitoba" pervades the place. In aur
case we were permitted ie occupy the cars given
us and the lads were well and economically fed
at the Salvation Army Slielter, which is coing
a great work in the Province af Manitoba.

We are now in the land of plenty, and aI.
thaugh it was clark and none of our party saw
the great storehonses. as we passed through
Fort William we ran alongside of elevators
stored with magnificent bard wheat te the vol-
ume of between four and five million bushels.
Leavîng Winnipeg on Saturday, i8th, by the
Manitoba and North-Western Railway, we duly
reached Russell and finally the Manitoba Fam
twa thousand four hundmed and twa miles frorn
the dock of the huge steamer at Halifax, and
here received a right royal and heamty welcome
fram the lads of last year whio are new loeking
forward ta geing ont inta the world an their
own accaunt. T'his little itinerary of aur trip
illustrates and brings ecarly before us the ex-
tent of nur great country, for at Russell we are
but little past the centre o! the continent and
neamly the same timie weuld be mequîmed il we
desimed te clip aur hands inta the waters ai the
grand aid Pacific, te reach lier caast, as wvas
consumed in reaching the present scene ai aur
labeurs fmom the shores ef the sister ocean.

NOW AND THEN, OR FÂRMING MADE EASY.

Wrotten for Ua.s AND DOWNs by George Ward.

0OW," et course, may mean this min-
ago, or less, or it may mean what
the Quaker meant when hie hired a
boy ta do edd jobs. IlYack of al

grades," as we say in England; whcn in Can-
ada we use the strange word "lChores."

Ameng the Qnakem's Il chares" 'lvas the item
of helping te milk the cows, and when this item
in the account ivas reached it nearly upset the
coach, as then it was deemed womanish work;
and but few yanng men taîl enongh te reach
fourteen or fifteen years of age, can endure the
thought of coing anything considercd girlish or
womanish. The boy in question, however, ivas
prudent, sa befere clesing the bargain, though
hie wanted the place,he asked whether hie would
always have te milk ; or only new and then ?
"New and then " was the satisfactory reply ;

In due time jack was installed in office, and
al went on wel at first. But when every
meorning and evening, week in week eut, lie
had, like the merry Swiss-boy in the sang, ta

"'Tare his pail and away ta his miflking, away,"
lie was disgusted at having been Iltaken in,"
and charged Mr. Broadbrim with a breach of
fait h.

IlWben yen engaged me," said hie, Ilyou told
me I should only have te milk now and then."

Did I tell thee sa,?"-I "Yen did."
"How olten hast thon te milk? "
'&Evemy marning and nighit ever since I came."

IlThen,"-said the Quaker, "lthou hast only te
milk now and then; nom in the morning, thon
at night." My now and then will net be of the
samne cunning class as this, but of a more dis-
tinctive character.

Then ploughs consisted of tails, beams, Jigs,
etc., strong, heavy, ciumsy things. To regu-
late the depth of the furrow to make even work,
there were holes in the beam at regular distan-
ces. 13y this means a chain, about two feet long,
was fixed to the iron top of the jig, with a boit
at the end; the beamn was raised or lowered, and
with il the share te meet the case. The jigs ran
upon two wheeis ; one of larger diameter to
run in the furrow to keep even balance. Ploughs
had single and double tails, the latter for heavy
land. A good ploughman preferred one tailed
ploughs. Some of the tails wonld stick ont
straîght as a "lyard of pumip water," while
others were nicely carried and easier to handie.
The shares, cutter and breastplate we.re mnch
the same tiien as now. With his long whip-
specially macle to reach and tickie up the Illag-
gards "-over his shoulder. no king swaying a
sceptre over his subjects ever felt haif se happy
or so completely a monarch as 1 have known
the English Plonghman, nom had subjects so
ready to obey him. His cheery -~ Haw.gee.wo-
o-op; " his lively whistle, or plaintive song
at the plonghi then in dear old merry England
and bonny Scotland-cannot be surpassed by
anything hieard now, here, theme, nor any wvhere
else on the face of God's beautiful earth.

Then hiarrows and roilers, like the plonghs,
were as unlike the present as the song of the
lark is unlike the Ilto-wt-te-we-o-o-ing " of a
barn owl. The harrows xvere generally of
strong, heavy woocl, with iron bracings, with
thLck iran pmongs or Iltines; " the rollers were
af oak. and, like the harrows, of varying weights
te suit sou, etc.

Now we have steam -it may be electric-
plonglis and improved harrows and rollers,such
as my granclfather neyer dreamed of.

Thn the sowing and seeding was clone in
a vemy primitive mariner, in miost cases sewing
bmoadcast; so far as wvheat was concemneci this
had been snpplemented before I can remember
by Ildibbling." But this, thoug h considered
snperior to sowing broadcast, bot h on the score
of economy in seed, and superior yield on
threshing, was muchi more costly; and many
farmers could flot or would flot afford it. The
Ildibibles " consisted of an iron shank. The
top hike the lcet " or handle of wood like a
spade; the bottom, or dibbles preper, was solid
iron, egg-slîaped ; with these the holes were
made inte which the wheat was dropped. The
labour was dîvided between the dibblers,mostly
men, using two dibbles each, and the Ildrop.
pers," womnen, boys and girls; each clibbler em-
ploying two droppers. Altogether these macle
very picturesque gmeups.

Nowv we have the drill, or seeder, whicli,
long ago, supplanted the Ildibble," though not
the sowing broadcast. I am just oid enough
to remember the eariy histomy of this and some
other machinery intmoduced into my native
county of Norfolk, England, which caused the
tirst and oaly riot I ever knew in connection
with farming in that County, or indeed in
England. The iot was seon qnelled, and the
leader, a large but mischief.making farmer, *was
sent to jail for six months, and tbree other ne-
toriety hunters for shorter periods. Drills ivent
ahead fmom then tili now, improved and still
improvirag in Old England as well as in lier
fairest daughter landc-Canada.

From seed-time to harvest may seem a long
bonnd, but for my purpose it is quite naturai.

Then we had sickle or reaping book for
wheat, and the scythe for barley and oats; but
when I was a very littie boy the scythe began to
be used for wheat as well, oniy in a short time
te give was te what was considered the wonder
of wonders-the reaping machine, when every-
body saîcl, IlThere. dash my butterns if that
aint asfar as ever they-the inventors-can gel"
But one sage olcl f armer replied, Il I don't know
wlhat te say. I think the minventors are up te
anything, and nobody knows what the3' can
and will do ?" And hie was right.

Now-that is, soon after we get the first
somewhat rougb and ready reapers-we have
the Il combine " machine for hay as Weil as ail
sorts of grain. Need I say improvements upon
old or inventions of new machinery did flot
stop here ? The old drag-rake was a clumsy
device drawn by a strong strap over a man's
shoulder. This has given way to the horse
dragrakes.

Thrashing naturally follows harvest.
Then the grain »,used to be troddlen out by

oxen. -"Thou should net muzzle the mouth of
the ox which treadeth out the corn," is a
Divine command. I have myseif seen unshod
colts used for the same. but when I was a boy
the flail was the universal thrashing impie.
ment This consisted of two parts. The shaft
about 31 feet long,and "lswingel"one-half length
of shaft, the latter having a swivel at the top
and the swingel a strong leather cup through
whîch the coupling-supple leather thongs-
eelskins preferred, but flot always te be got.
The shaft was generally of ash, the swingel of
white thorn, because it is very heavy, smooth-
ened and rubbed withi sand-paper. Thrashers
were divîded into wheat-barnmen and barley
and oat - barnmen ; the wheat - barnman
having precedence of ail the other men, and
was always called Il My lord " as leader in the
harvest field.

The size of the farm regulated the number
of thrashers, as it did of horses. The flails
were solos, duets, trios or quartettes, as the
case might be. The two first were easy enough
as soon as the thrashier had learned to swing
his swvingel round so as not te thrash his head
instead of the grain, as I well remember doing
mine with a littie flail, my dear father macle for
my amusement when I was of the venerable
age of five years. The trios and quartettes
required a good deal of practice to acquire the
necessary skill to enable the flails to play on
the same sheaf without coming in contact,
which might have been as dangerous as an
Irishiman's well kinotted blackthorn at Donny-
brook fair. Having become skiilful the blows
felI on the sbeaves wvith the regularity of dlock
ticks, if not as musically as a quartette on the
village belis.

The next step forward was a thrashing
machine on the model of the Iltread miii " for
the punishment of criminais. The fact that it
was made after sucb pattern made it unpopu.
lar. Men wlio were honest, or wisbed the
world to think so, would not work on the tread-
milI as they called the machines 1 recollect
watching the men the first time my father used
one of them, and wondering why it was aie
men appeared always to be going upwards yet
neyer got any highier.

NVow we have the horse-thresher much on
the samne principle as the originals which fol-
lowed the tre"-1-mill patterni. These have been
supplemented-almost stiperseded-in England
by the steam.threshier, which at the samne time
flot enly threshed eut, but winnowed the grain,
filled the sacks, and conveyed the straw to the
stack.

Comparing-in many thîngs, contrasting-
then and now, if we find, in seme instances, the
charm of simple rusticity, the picturesqueness
of the groups of men, horses and ploughs, with
the merry songi and whistles of the men, the
gangs of equally liveiy and still more numer-
ous dîbblers and droppers; and far exceeding
these in interest and picturesqueness, the
gangs of harvest-men with sickle or scythe,
reaping or mowing down the corn, with the
stili larger gangs of nierry-hearted, laughter-
loving gleaners,-I say, if we miss ail these rus.
tic charms and more, 1 think I am justified in
saying the sentimental loss-the loss te the eye
and the ear,ý however much to be regretted-is,
from the practical point of view, more than bal-
anced by modern inventions and improvements
by which, so far as man's part is concertied,
farming has been macle comparatively easy.


