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WHY DO NOT PROSTITUES
CONOE[VEI

This is variously accounted for by the
laity and the profession. First, it is said
that few women serve long apprentice-
ships to the trade witbout having
'gonorrhoca one or more times. Second,
it is averred that frequent and often
violent connection - with different men
produces a low form of inflammation,
which proves inimical to conception,
either through exciting uterine discharge,
which is destructive to the spermatoza, or
t'e 'mucous membrane of the uterus offiers
no lodgnent .to the impregnated ovmn.
The samnna:planation applies to the cases
in which gonorrhoa is lield responsible
for the condition of barrenness.

Another theory of conception-for it
"cannot be regarded in a higher light as
yet-is, that the male element reaches
the uterine cavity by a sort of suction
process, excited by the sexual orgasm.
This theory would fai! te account for
many pregnancies in the view that Dr.
Waugh takes of at least fifty per cent. of
women net having or experiencing the
orgasm at ail. Just what prostitutew
lack in this theory I can only guess at ;
but it is probable that either the uterus
failes te respond te the repeated demands
or the chronically inflamed mucous
mnirnbrane, fails to furxiish suitable soil
f6r the attachment df the egg.

Thetheory te which many attach their
Lelief, is that the uterine cavity being in
nearly its entire extént lined with nlihated
epithelium, this bair-like surface waves or
sweeps the male element into the uterus
by the undulating motion peculiar te that
variety of mucous -covéring. Anything
that would- injure temporarily or per-
nenently that lining would interrupt for

'a tinie or ,forever the union of the:two
eléniënts of tIe sexes and their attacb-

*ènt, ôwhichcorstituts conception.
Thïfe is a popular notioï, which is also

àstufdffry to many medical men, that
thessmrén 'reëhès the uterine cavity by
;the iale drgen se meeting the 'os uteri as
6 iföima ëaontinuous canal, and the force
f &jäùetion ïcts as'thepropulsive power.

This theory is· bah. The almaosticount-
les means employed to prevent conception

show conctusively that there' is 'a vey
great diversity of opinion as to how it
really is accomplished.

The explanation of barrenness in
prostitutes would, on the suction theory,
be that there being no orgasm there would
be no suction. To my way of thinking
the best explanation we have is this: In-
ability tc conceive results from* any abuse
of the sexual organs, wbereby aispeciflc or
chronic inflasmmation is set up, which
chauges the nature, secretions and func-
tions of the mucous lining of the uterine
cavity.

I have in mind now a oman who for a
number of years was a muscularprostitute,
and who painted the town red at irregular
intervals for years. By and by she settled
down, reformed and married, and bore
ber husband several children after 'the
lapse of few years. (tearly in this case
the muses that produced bar-enness had
ceased te operate and the parts resumed
the normal condition, and thien conception
was possible. Old soldiers in the wais of
;love af ter a time tose all power of regain-
ing sexual vigor ; hence the great majority
of prostitutes fail to -conceive even after
reformation.

It seems passing strange that 'the
thedrie-: of conception have so inultipliéd
and'the true solution be so slow in making
its appearanèe.-J. A. De Armend, M.D.,
in the Medical WVorld.

LAPAROTOMY FOR BULLET-
WOUND OF ABDOMET PER-

FORATINO INTE$TINES-
RECOVERY.

(Under the care of Mr. C. E. -Bdl.)
W. P., aged 18, was admitted irito ihe

Exeter Hospital on November 30th, 1888,
at 10:30 p.m. About an hour previously
he was taking 'a small loaded pistol, which

.carried a bullet about the size'of a la'rge
swan'shot, out of bis left trousera "pocket,
when it exploded, the muzzle being · >po-
site the waistliand ·of his 'troisers. The

n bulet eéntered'his.abd6niën juit belowhe
ribssan tise left sile ; h'e did'ndt YeI'iu'ch
painat the tiie,'but sâs slightlyfaint on
his -y tothe bspital.

I sawlifn %Ôon afterdmisiön. Hé is
a lt-lbuilt young maeù,-ik. 2 :è<uidtly


