
EDITORIAL.

MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS.
In our July issue there appeared an editorial oni -'Tli 'anises of

Feeble-Mindedness," in wvhieh we rejected the idJea that mnaternai 1111-
pressions had anything to (Io with the conditioi, ais thiere is inu tev tis-
sue in the cord; and further stated that afteýr concept ion haid taiken pa
ail the mother could do for the child was to feed il. Shew might impi~
it for good or iii as she gave it good or poor nîorshnet;bt this wvas
only a matter of health and growth.

An esteemed subscriber lias writteni anld submilitte'd ti1roeoae for
an answer. We shall avait ourselves of this opportuitiy tuý e-xlin ill
main laws of heredity, and aiso to show that -imetornalinrein' a
usuaily understood, do flot occur.

The first case is that of a woman who liad the pictuires of iis i he(r
roomn, and hier child was born with a face fta eebe anl wl. L.0 il,
here refer to the statisties of John Ilunter, the g-reat ivci-ralor. Ile
coliected instances of several thousand çlhldreni who k adl marks of Njme
sort, and hie found that iu these cases thiir muothers had nul boen sib~
jectedl to any special experiences. le theni cullcte ohfeuisu abouti
a sîmilar inumber uf mothers who had vaonfxerecsu anl 11n1
pleasantf character, especially of sight; but there was no( lagrnibetir utf
marked cilidren than froin an equal rinber of nioior- whu)Ii lniad1
nu) unpleasant impressions. Ail that can bie iii it cilid mlusi 1iNt b
in prmplasmn of the niother's ovuni, and thie gerin pismj ut theo
faither's spermatozoon. Everything else is onily grcmwth froni fod( theq
miother supplies. A woinan may sec a snake and hier chid my av the,
mjarks somewhcre of a snake, but it hias been proven bu *yond a sihadow ut
doubit that sucli au event is merely a cuinicidencve. Dr. O). W\\-îme
was entirciy wroug on his biology in the story uf Elsie Venneor. A rnl,
mothier majy "împress" very unfavorably thie hevalîh of th cil i
Utero; but this is flot what is meaîît by "maternai mrsso,

The second case submitted is that of a old hiaving the red hiair uf
its, father, thougli no nerve tissue eonne(-tsý parent and ehl'it, puten.-
tiality to reproduce features of the father Es iiu the pemplasmal. It is
il, the saine way that the potentialÎty to produce býoue, b)rin, musc1le,.
skin, cuior, etc., etc., is there. These parts of the chdld are no produceil
by "'maternai impressions" arising froin the mother lookilug at ilhe fat hier.
%,o, they are the resuit of the very quaiîy of the twn parental elenits
that comie together at the moment of fertilization. This rumis all thrnugh
thme vegetable world, where plants resemable the parents, beeauise of thle
fertiization of the seeds. ilere there are no "mnaternai impresio rs." 1iln
plants also crosses can bie obtaîued by fertiiizatiou o utie variety withl
&uother. So, too, haif-breeds in mau cau be obtained. A' bliid, whijte


