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TRIE PROBLEM 0OF ASEPSIS IN TRIE ROUTINE' OFFICE
WORI< 0F THIE LARYNGOLOOIST.

TIO ÏSfuBBiiMu (Laryngoscope, July, '1907) *writes on this
rather unusual but important featuro of the. nose -,.d tliroat

speialstsron .i wo.Thireera-l principles underlyiing gen-
oral aseptic w'ork apply w'vit'h equal force to the surgery of the
nose and thiroait,' eý'en if it is not. possible to secure as aseptie; a,
ileld in laryngological and rhinological patients. llubb)ard thinlis
the f uture -mill ýsee niost of the ininor operativ'e work perfornied in
special hospitals rathier than in the office, when aseptic, faeilities
are not whlat they should be. 11e inisists on a cleýn wolso.A
floor covering, that -will stand daily scrubbiiig, sanitary pl'rnnbing
and a fountain. cuspidor are points hie insists upon. Gooek veniti-
lation is desirable froin the *patient's as -\%ell as the physician's
standpoint. I3oiling -w'ater aloneî's sufficient for cleaingc iinstru-
iients. Cutting inistrumnents. are boiled .after usii'g and then
wrapped in gauze and -paraffin paper. The -cutt-olf aiil tubing
should 'lie protected by .gau.tze covering. Operator and assistants
shoiild use rublier gloves and a row'n if occasion demiaiidls it. A
special paper napkink is used. i. place of gauze or cottonl haudi(ker-
chief. A steamu sterilizer is anl absolute nlecessity in every
office,, Prior to operationl sprayingr the nasal imucous miembrane
excites a eopious, flowv of sero-imucius, Nvhich in turn flushes the
glands, aile, recesses of the niu-cous mnembrane effectually. Too fir-M
packing «retardyts this action an& is therefore very detrimeiital fo
rapid and healthy union. Attention to the condition of the teeth
a-nd mnouth -are important ini throat operations. The quality of the
air used. is co:nisidered of v'ery gyreat importancé. Dry., c.ottoiv
filtereà air in a tank, kept, as deè.an as possible by occasioiial use
of vapor antiseptics, shiould be a feature of every w\ell-ordered'\
office-oper.atiing equipuiient.

The paper i's a very timiely onie and --while it inay seemi so ile-
wlivat, ov'erdraw'.n in soîne feéatures, there canl be no doubt'but thiat

* it ivill stirnuflate all w'ho read it to pay more attention to- tbeir
piowýers mn preventive iiedicine.


