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SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTIONS 0F OIL INCIREASE CELL
ACTIVITY 0F THE BODY-WITli ESPECIAL

REFE-RENCI3 TO THE TRI3ATMENT
0F 'ONSUMPTION.

B3Y THOS. 33ASSETT KEYES, M.D., 0F CHICAGO.

Theories of Iiýmunity/.-Let us nowý cousider some, of the
theories of iminmunity a*ndl later sec ho-%v digestion of fats and
injections of oil meet these theories, as t.hey do ini many par-

In ail serum therapy in which experiments have been vigor-
ously carried on sinte; Kochi, in 1882, published his first article
relative to his discoývery of the gerni, it has been decideci that such
serums, should such a one be discovered to prevent tuberculosis,
will not act so as to destroy the germ directly,, but in a secondary
way by stimulating to increased energy the white *corpuscles of
thc blood, or, as B3uchner puts it, thiat perhaps in thc white cor-
puscles tbc, defensive power of thc blood (alexin) originates,
while Metschn.ikoff believes their action inay be due to increasing
phagocytosis. Hfow often the blood in a state of healthi prevents
the growth of disease germs in ýa similar way no one -would, ho
able to compute, 'but it is known that even germs of the most
severe diseases inay be, found in the secretions without having
ex-cited the disease of which they are characteristie, and it is this
power which in itself constitutes immunity.

The lateral dam theory of immunity formed by Ehrlich,, in
1897, las been lookcd upon as an hypothesis of great, value in
explaining natural and acquired inrinuuity, it being baseci upon
the specifi, action. of toxins, a distinct toxin being formned for
each substance eliminated from the body, being a bacteriolytie
serum stimuiated by the presence of one kind of gerni or patIo-
logical substance, -and being devoid of action upon another.
Ehrlich also founds' lis lateral1 cam theory upon the mechanism
by«which. the ceils are nourished,, this cellular protoplasm beîng
very complex, wvith many - combining functionz, or " lateral
cdams," carried on. by " receptors " of various forms, and accord-
ing th its peculiar form is able to secure by attacîment the sub-
stances called "haptophiores," wvhidhi it can use and for which it
is said to ko Darticularly adapted. The receptors formed for
the purpose of taicing'up nutritious liaptophores mnay also tAze
up poisons and destructive -haptophores as of pathological, germs
çwhidh have gaïned access fnto, the system. Should this ho the
case, according to the I-ypotliesis,. the pathological ge-rms niay stop
the nutrition of the oeil and bringr nbout its destruction; on tIe


