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headed toward the north-east, direcilv against the trades. Altliougls I was
familiar with thie fiict tisat commouly the Pieridw, are the first butterflies
wi'th which one meets when approaching land, and had tested the trutb ofit while nearing the coast of Portugal, and also off tise Azores, I did flotsuppose that they regular>' occurred in stich abundance as 1 found themhere in the Caribbeatn. Iu fact, it had becu ns> experience in, oui>' meet
with a haif dozen or so whien approaching land. But here the steamercontinualiy passed by straggling buncises of tlsem, ail flying north-east, out
ta sea. As we neared the shore, they became more common, and whenat iast 1 iaisded and looked up ou the mounitain-side above La Guaira,
there were thousands of thes. 'lle whole mouintain-side was thickly
dotted with specks of yeilow and orange, whicb kept moving steadily on,in an easteriy direction, rarely pausing, following, apparently, the Uine ofthe coast, and going , i the samne general direction fromn wisich came the
trade winds.

On the next day, fromn the car window of the little train which runs
from La Guaira to Caracas, over a roadbed from which are obtainedglinipses of great gorges filled witls tropical vegetation, as weli as of the
î>arched and barren nhounit.in-sidea, deatitute of lifte save for a few gauintpost-cacti and scraggy thoru bushes, I saw thousanda of butterfies of thisgroup, ail movmng steadil>', like the waters of a great river, toward therass. In nian>' cases 1 thought 1 saw the insects flying iu another
direction. Often 1 was sure soute 'vere tiying west, bttt on taking mybearings 1 invariably found duat my calculations were at fauls, and that ailthe butterfies were nioving east. 'rhere is, iserhaps, no raiiroad in theworid on whicli a muan la so ofieu at a loss to know just where are thecardinal points of tIse comspasa. ''ihe suin gives no dlue during the botterbours, at tIse season when 1 was there, as it la practically lu the middleof the sky; and the whole jouruey la sirmpl>' a succession of corves, thisway and that, su confusing that nsany tintes 1 could flot realize thecomI)aas liad flot succeeded lu somte way lu getting out of order andreveraing, or at least seriousl>' clsanging its position with respect to themagnetic Ipole. Over tIse motintain-sides and across tise valleys Pieridoe

could be seen, always near the grouuid, yet rarely alighting, and invariably
travelling eastwaro.

WVhile at Caracas I umade man>' excursions into the surroundingcountry for butterfiies, and from tIse lsilitops there I couid watch the steadymigration, althougb here the isumbers were very much leas than at LaGuaira.


