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in his closet, and reverently lift his
eyes to some acrial abode of the
Spirit. No; lie makes a little tablet
of wood and invites the Spirits of
his ancestors to rest there while hie
prays to them. Gifts are made,
which are more of the nature of ob-
lations than sacrifices;- and prayers
are offered. The ancestors are pre-
sent by a fiction of the imagination and
being thus presen*, exercis2 a powver-
fui influence over the wvorshippers.
The consciences of niany people are
not automnatic, but need to be aided
in their operations. Men ivill prac-
tise many things, wvhen unseen, with-
out even a twinge of conscience;- but
let this be broughit beneath the eyes
ofothers, let 2 mani be proven guilty
in a court, and his face wvilI burn withi
shame, bis conscience wvill reprove
hini bitterly. The Chinese enters
the closet, made sacred by the pre-
sence of bis ancestors, and h*s con-
science cails up to bis mind ail his littie
sins, little wvaverings, littie wvander-
ings. Thiey appear to him ten times
worse than ever before. He wvorships
humbly with confession on bis lips;-
and goes forth resolved, if piossible,
so to live as to merit the approval of
his ancestors. This worship of an-
cestors is given by ail the p)eople.
Tabiets are to be found in every
household. It is carried on with
great pomip and ceremony by the
eluperors, princes and nobility; - ith
siniplicity by the poorer classes.

The above is a brief description
of the ancient religion of China.
But what is Confucianism?' Did
the great sage flot introduce a
newv religion ? No; lie oniginated no
religion. He mierely revived the
ancient religion, and forced its duties
home upon the heart of the people.
Slowly but surely, under the ancient
religion, the Empire hand been sinking.
Tlhe feudal systemi had co'-'e into ex-
istence. For two hundred years
there hadl practically been no King in

China, and every Prince did wvhat
wvas right in biis own eyes. Out of tbis
chaos wvas barn Confucius. The
heart of this great nman wvas touched
by the wvraingý, and strife, and war-
fane in the Empire. The possbilities
of wliat miiglit be filled his mind, and
bis soul wab fired wý ithi agreatamnbition.
He resolved to renovate the state of
affairs;- to bring to liglht the î.roper
relationships of Siciety. He had
studied the ancient classics and his
hieart laid hold of their truth. He
belice'ed that they contained within
theni the gerin of ail righit action.
They hiad becoine ob.-ýcurèd through
time, but thecir study should be re-
vived, their truthi should be trans-
mitted to the present generation.
To this task lie set himself, and de-
voted his hUfe. When hie died, howv-
ever, lie hiad apparently accomplished
little - but after his death, Nvith Pente-
costal flarne, bis greatness wvas noised
abroad ; and hie was soon recognised
as a superior man, by the people
throughout the entire Einpire.

Confucius exercised a wonderful
influence over China, turned the
whole current of Chiinese history, and
marked the beginning )f a neiv period.

Let us consider som-e of the things
which Confucius emipbasized in biis
teachings. Ne liad nothing whatever
to say upon religion. When ques-
tioned by his disciples about a hiere-
after hie Nwould put themn off by saying,
IIWe understand not iUe ; how then
can vve understand deathi." Ne con-
fined bis attention to the relationships
of sGciety. He saw, anîid the strife
around him, tbat they wvere ail ivrong.
Ne tboughit, naturally enoughi, that
if these relationships were bnoughit to
Iliglit, ail would be reiiedicd; i>eace
nould be restored. It was buman for
hlmii to do so.; and likec abunman being
lie took an extremne.

His whole systemn is based upon
one fundamental principle, wbich is
embodied in one of iiis profourid,


