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promptings of his owvn feelings and judgment, and these thoughits
mnay or m-ay flot be in accordance wvithi the mind of God ; and the
man) 's committing thon to writing rnay or may flot be according-
to the wvill of Gad. Whereas, in the case of inspir.ci on, it is God's
thoughts that the inspired man commits to writing, moved to do.
so by the Lord Hiimself; and these thoughts may or may flot bc
in accordance wvith the mans's owvn thoughts, and his wvritingy thein
may or rnay flot accord ivith bis owvn preferences. We have on
record cases of men m-oved or constrained to express the thoughts
O)f God contrary to their own wvishes, and thoughts beyond their
own apprehension at the time of their expression. Balaamn
cxpressed the thoughits of God contrary to his own wvishes, and
Calaphas expressed thoughts of God that wcre flot in his own
mind or were flot his own thougrhts. May it flot have becn that
God design ed, in and by these rare and exceptional cases of the-
inspiration of meni who were not savîngly enlightcned, to guard us
against the insa- fconfounding or idenifyin1g inspiration wt
(gracious illumination ? That they are, thoughi equally Divine
cndowrnents, entirelv different in their nature and design, is further
manifest fromn the fact, that those wvho in old times prophesied " of
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow," nceded
diligent study in order to their having themselves a right: appre-
hension of the Divine thougrhts wvhich thcy wvere moved by the
Holy Ghost to express. he distinction betveeni inspiration and
saving illumination mnay be appropriately prescnted wvith more füi-
xîess and precision farther on, if our spacc peri-nits.

If we are satisfied wvith the v%-iev of inspiration nowv presented,.
as suggý,estcd by the way iii which it is referrcd to in the West-
mninster Confession, wvhich is, to say the least, distinguishcd by the
total absencc of evcrything like an atteînpt to be wise above what
is written, wc need not be troubled 'vith difficulties tlîat are per-
ple-ziig to some iminds.

In the first place, there is surely nothing impossible or
incredlible iii a double authorship of Scripture, or iii God's inakung
1'iumnan authorship the instrumctitality of Ris own. To commit
H-is thoughits to wvriting by the instrumcntality of humnan author-
ship, is as easy to Himn as to, do so by an imnmediate act, as whcn
I-le wvrote the Ten Commnandments on tablcs of stone. Lt is situply
one of the conccivable w~ays in which God may bring His thoughts
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