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by no meas conflned in its influence to, the Protestante. Ail this Inust
be maintained, and if possible inecased.

We need a fuller knowledge of the old Churcli and a deeper sympatiy
,with its peculiar trials and dangers. Superstitions, old customs, and
traditions are eleinents in the life of the people -which ire need to, unaer.
stand. Furthermorp, ire are losing ini some measure an influence or thle
highest importance in not inaking more use of the pas# as an incentive to
present achievernent. Martyrology, ini spite, of its extravagances, lias been
a power ini the Churcli everywhere. Suchi a martyr history as thiat of Mar
Shinion bar Saha'ee, killed by the Sassanian kzing Shapor, la too preejous
te be forgotten. Scbolarship is fostered by the memories of foriler
seholars, and this nation bas many honorable names. We have no more
riglit to, doubt God's providence in the past than in the present, and tbe
history of one's own nation is a book of God te hia.

It xnay seem te be a strange Providence that has brouglit us cildreu
of the New World, even by our Old World ancestry only a feir centuries
remoyed frorn barbarism, te be the guides of this old apostolie Chiurcli and
ancient peoeple. May Ged give us the 'wisdorn te Iead them aright, and
te be ivarned anda encouragea by the lessons of the past. May %ve aLd
our generation be worthy of those -who once before gave the Gospel te
these lands, often sealing tlieir testimony -* rh their blood. Every one of
the rnissionary stations in Persia iras a bishop's seat iii the old Chureh ci
the East, Ispahan, Ramadan, Rhages (Teheran), Tabriz, Salinas, and
Oroomiah ; while Bagdad and Mosul were successively patriarchal citieî
May the tirne soon corne irben every one of the many otlier places wl3ez
the banner of Christ iras once raised may be made stroîîgholds of truIý
and righteousness. _________
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if missionary zeai is te, be according te, knowlIedge, and so proie
ivorthy and lasting, it must have leaagth and breadtbi as well as depth, Wd
fact.s are the fuel upon îvhich this celestiat flanie mnust lie fed. Let ùu'
informed only --oncerning thre doings of bis own denomnination, enlarWe
bis field of 'vision suficiently te include the entire cvanigeliziug actiii
of Christendcm, and an astonislring revelation 'will ensue. lus litt
islazid 15 at one zransformed iute a continent, a universe crowded wià
sirange phenomena. loir exceediugly complex thre undertaking, Whi'
before semied so simple!1 What a heterogeneous mass of conditions ta
be taken ini hand ! Ail this we mighit ireli expect -%viîen ire recafl UI
inultitudinous sects are engagea ini telling thre glad tidings, and esch ,irà
its marked idiosyncrasies of opinion, conviction, and ruling tastes; Wi
remcmber aise that heathen humanity is represtented by peoples intelkt.


