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by no means confined in its influence to the Protestants. All this myg
be maintained, and if possible increased.

‘We need a fuller knowledge of the old Church and a deeper 8ywmpathy
with its peculiar trials and dangers, Superstitions, old customs, ayg
traditions are elements in the life of the people which we need to under.
stand, Furthermore, we are losing in some measure an influence of t,
highest importance in not making more use of the pash as an incentive (,
present achievement. Martyrology, in spite of its extravagances, has begy,
& power in the Church everywhere. Such a martyr history as that of Ay
Shimon bar Saha’ee, killed by the Sassanian king Shapor, is too precioys
to be forgotten. Scholarship is fostered by the memories of foryy
scholars, and this nation has many honorable names. We have no mgp
right to doubt God’s providence in the past than in the present, and the
history of one’s own nation is a book of God to him.

It may seem to be a strange Providence that has brought us childw,
of the New World, even by our Old World aucestry only a few centurs
removed from barbarism, to be the guides of this old apostolic Church ayg
ancient people. May God give us the wisdom to lead them aright,
to be warned and encouraged by the lessons of the past. May we s
our gencration be worthy of those who once before gave the Gospelty
these lands, often sealing their testimony w ch their blood. Every onef
the missionary stations in Persia was a bishop’s seat in the old Church ¢
the East, Ispahan, Hamadan, Rhages (Teheran), Tabriz, Salmas, g
Oroomish ; while Bagdad and Mosul were successively patriarchal eities
May the time soon come when every one of the many other places wher
the banner of Christ was once raised may be made strongholds of truy

and righteousness.
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if missionary zeal is to be according to knowledge, and so prow
worthy and lasting, it must have length and breadth as well as depth, s
facts are the fuel upon which this celestial flame must be fed. Ietom
informed only :oncerning the doings of his own denomination, ealirg:
his field of vision sufficiently to include the entire evangelizing actiritis
of Christendom, and an astonishing revelation will ensue. His fitk
island is at once transformed into a continent, 8 universe crowded wid
strange phenomena. How exceediugly complex the undertaking, whid
before scemed so simple! What a heterogeneous mass of conditionsts
be taken in hand! All this we might well expect when we recall Qs
multitudinous sects are engaged in telling the glad tidings, and each wid
its marked idiosyncrasies of opinion, conviction, and ruling tastes;
remember also that heathen humanity is represented by peoples intele



