
654 JAPAW'S ]DEBT TO CHIIISTL&RITY. [S43Ptenxiber

factors revcreniccd by us." These are really Nvithout God and withiotbvpIe
in tbc world ; a~nd this is the fruit of the old religyions. Ten only replied
that God is a spiritual Bciiîg-, outside of inaukiind, one adding tijat lic Is
the Creator of thre uiiivcrse. This latter is clearly the resuilt of Christimî
teaehingr, the fruit of mlissionary sernions, prayers, and glifts'iiu the lou
land and of like efforts hiere. Iii God's owni time these figrurcs wvilI be
reversed.

Christianity bias also given to this people the knowledge of the pcrsoil
ality and ininortaility of the soul. In thcory Buddliisin teachies the tralis.
migration of the sou! ; but thore are multitudes %vho, do niot kiiow Nyit
"soul" is, nor that thecre is sucli un existence. Missionaries oftein experi.

ence great difficulty iii getting people to uiîderstand and believe thalt thiere
is a seul. Out of the 118 pupils before nanied, 62, or over oue ]udtf,
dcnicd the existence of any soul. Fifty-two believed in the existence cf
the soui, but 25 of these denicd its irnniortality. Thus tbree fouirths d,
net believe iii an jininortal sou!. Said au intelligent old Sauxurai to tite
-writer "There is ne imnimortal sou!. M'lcn iny body falis into the,, grive
that is the end of mne. " So these people think, believe, are!1

Deduct, froin the above 118 the nuniber of these who, believed ini God
and these who no donbt liad corne under the influence of Christiant tetdi.
ing, and the reinainin- per cent of those who intclligently believe li th

existence of the seul is cxtrcniely sinali. Axîd yet it serns flot unircasoni.
able to, infer that if the parents had any clear conceptions about the imat-
ter, thre youth inust have caught their ideas, se that it is net greatIv iiifiir
to apply these proportions aise to the aduit population. Tlhen, toi), ii
niest hopeftil tlîing the comnonn adherents of the 01(1 religion have to !u.k
forward to is transmigration. The fariner or ijettou who inaltreats his hursc
in this life' becoines a farîîx-lorse '%vith a mnan's licad iii the ire.\t ! Ceni.
pared w'ithi the doctrine of tire resurrection wvhat a contrast ! Sait an old
Japanese Christian lady, as she wvas ncaring the ecnd of lier life, anid aftc.r
iîearing a sermion on the resuirrect:li Th'le old people of Jaîpaiî, for tile
xnost part, bave iîetling to look forward to but te fondle tlheir gra nd.
chi!dren and die. Uow différent %vitlr us Nvlio are Chiristians! iI(ji
glorious and beautiful the new life that will be ours 1"

The old religions contain no adequate conception of sinand its becinous.
ness. This is a logical consequence of tioir lack of the kooleg f a
personal God as moeral governer, and tIre seul as a respensible siilject
'Mien these religionists sec a mnan whio wvas borit blind thcy Lçk, as did
those of old : Il Who did sin, this mîan or bis parents, that lie %vas 1bora
blindr (" Joiii !9 : 2). The evii that mnan experiences iii this wvorla is thie
effcct of inisconduct iu the former '%vord ; and by good conduct a person
mnay again risc to, higi degrees of virtue, even ont of liel itse]f. Thit
sin is the transgression of a just, perfect, hioly law of a perfect mors!
Bcingr of suprerne authority, and that to, break this law is inifiniitely sinfa!
anadegradng, is somethiing, scarcely thouglit of even amn; the priests.


