246 PAUL'S MISSIONARY PRINCIPLES. [APr,

epistle to the Colossians (i. 24), * Who now rejoice in my sufferings
for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in
my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.”

To be crucified with Christ was a reality to'such a man. It meant a
cross and a death to self in order to save others. Christ’s death saved
no human soul. It only made salvation possible. The word of God
is but the declaration of the terms of salvation. The Ioly Spirit must
take of the truth and blood and apply them to the soul. But how
does the application come? By Luman egency. A believer, one to
whom salvation hus come by faith and faith by hearing, becomes the
missing link that joins Christ on the cross, in the word and in the
Spirit, to the penitent soul. "The believer is a witness and a herald ; he
tells the story of redeeming love, and he adds his own experience to
attest the word. The IToly Spirit uses that believing testimony to con-
vince the reason, persuade the heart, and move the will. It may be
reverently said that the blood of Jesus plus the witness of the word,
plus the work of the Holy Spirit, plus the believer, save sinners, for,
each in its own place, all together are used by God to accomplish the
salvation of the lost. God might have saved men immediately. He
chose to do it mediately. Hence Paul needed to fill np what was
behind of the sufferings of Christ in his own flesh for his body’s sake.
He had no need to atone for men, for the work of atonement was
+finished ;  he had no need to furnish the Ioly Scriptures of truth,
for they were all embraced in the Bible; he had no need to act as
a divine physician to apply the balm of Gilead. The blood, the word,
the Spirit were provided ; all ke had to do—but that was still lacking—
was to get human sonls where the blood conld sprinkle them, where
the word could reach and teach them, where the Spirit could touch
and trausform them. And to do this he was content to suffer with
Christ and bear in his body the marks, stlgmeta, of the Lord Jesus,
as one literally crucified with him.

Panl’s success in evangelism is no mystery; it is all an open secret.
Give us one man, moved by such principles of evangelization, obliga-
tion, accommodation, abnegation, and again the history of humanity
shall show a man who in one generation will compass the known world
with the network of his personal labor and make a continent echo
with the trumpet voice of his testimony !




