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mother, there is a practical idolatry that is scarcely surpassed by the
jowest pagans. In the sanctuary of Our Lady of Guadaloupe is a
black wooden image dressed gorgeously, and having a special costume
for cach new festival, which even royal princesses deem it an honor to
make. To the doors of the Spanish chapel at Madrid a leaflet was
affixed, representing Mary, Queen of Angels, supported on each hand
Ly a praying angel ; beneath is a foot-measure with the inscription :
«This is the true measure of the sele of the foot of the Most Holy Vir-
gin, kept with great veneration in a convent of Spain. Pope John
XXI11, has accorded 300 years’ indulgence to all who will kiss this
measure and say three Jve Marias. Clement VIIIL. confirmed these
indulgences in 1603, and they are obtainable as often as desired for the
souls of the blest in purgatory and for the greater honor of the Queen
of Angels. It is permissible to take from this measure others, and
hereby obtain the same indulgences. Mary, Mother of Graces, pray
forws. Thisis sold in the chapel of our dear Lady of Solitude, in
Her chapel in the street of Doves, and to her honor. Madrid, 1883.”

The great means by which God is illumining this death-shade of
idolatry and superstition is His Holy Word. But the Bible has not
found its way into Spain without resistance. A colporteur sold in the
market place of Montalborejo a large copy of the Word of God. A
priest, just leaving the adjoining church, snatched it from the buyer
and flung it to the ground, exclaiming, ‘“ The books of these heretics
shall not come into our village.” He led on an assault, in which the
colportenr, pelted with stones, was glad to escape with life. Five
weeks afterward, he passed that same hamlet at evening, when he
thought he would not be recognized. But the first man who met him
asked if he were not the Bible-man.  Truth compelled him to say ‘I
am,” though not without fear. What was his surprise, however, to
find that, instead of stoning him, the people were now all elamoring
for his books ! And mark how God has brought about this wondrous
change. A grocer, picking up the Bible which the priest had thrown
to the ground, had torn out the leaves and used themn as wrapping-
paper for his soap and candles and cheese. The Spaniards un-
wrapped their wares, and were attracted to read the words printed in
Jarge type upon them ; and so the precious truths taught in narra-
tive and parable found their way into their hearts, and they went to
the shopkeeper to get more, and when the stock was exhausted prayed
(iod to send back the colporteur with his bibles. His reappearance
was the signal for the immediate sale of all his books ; and then they
begged him to stay and teach them the truth which the Book con-
tained. Pastor Fliedner well says, it reminds us of the words on Lu-
ther's monument at Worms : ¢ The gospel which our Lord put into
mouths of His apostles, that is His sword, with which as with thunder
and lightning, He strikes in the world.” With that weapon alone, the



