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Mahionet, riglitly drcadingr idlolatrç,. sù prevalent inMca »î
dýay, wiselr ordailned that the inter!ors ofi hie niosques or place-s of Iprlyt.
should be destitute of aIl representations of humi! or animal life. 'hne
early inosques were plainly %vlîitewashied, and ivcre not cvc*n orti:îtlt,1
by verses fromn the Korain. lu the courm. of lime, certain pious cali,&
expended vast suins on the construction of anosques, and înanv of the»m
became monuments of architectural mnagnificence inito whlýichi the rielit-o
materils wcre introduced. But thiefir interiors, howevcr :splcndidflî
adorned wvilhi marbie coltimns, stained-glass windowvs and glorions apt
are as nude as ant Bnglislî town hall wlîen cleared. of its proper opcn:
of chairs and tables. The only furniture of a, nosque is the mhiasr
of niche indicatin, th ieto i hc ecca liesç, the minflier or
pit, and iu soine of the Imperial inosques a ni.fil-i-liiinav i»ii or ir;
pewv for the Sultan, and a alittle gallery callcd a iiuaafil for flie chaniter.
Two gigrantic ivax caudles in Zola, in silver, or brass candlesticks. çtaa<
on Cither side of the inihrib, alnd are only lighitcd duriug Ramazan. _Mcg
of the inosques arc enibellishced w-ithi elaborate inscriptions iii Arabian «
Turkishi charactcrs quoting verse-s froin the Koran. lut ,sumC qf :'.bý
lnosques. notably those at Brussa, there is a large founitain limie thbe
central dome. Tlîis does not serve, lîoever, for ablutions, bit siînp)lî m
an ornaineni. It is a popular error te say thiat people a-re obiliged. isa2
siga of respect, to ele off thecir shoes before entering a inosque. Tb-s i
(lonie siimply because the floors of the inosque-s are covered either wii!i
mats or carpets which iiuust be lkept scrupulously clean, becatise «,te fai2.
fui touch tlîeîu with. their forehecads constantly during thicir devotions. I.:
vou «%ear overshocs, you need olv reinove tiin, alla loldly enter tk
mnosque luyour boots. Anothier popula-r crror coninectcd witlithc îuonjcse
is the idea ihlatChristians înustnet be.-adiitted into tlem.Thsi Iç-
lutely Opposed te flic teaching of thxe iorzin. whichi dec!are, that anvy in
or wvom.ian inay enter a inosque, bu tlicir religion what, it inay. Ind«Zt
in the carlier pcriod of the history of Islam il, was considered ant e-,celkzz
iethod of convertig nbelievers te invite thein te attend thec serice.
Since Tîîrkey and tlîe List generally lhave bccoine tlic happy lzunfirg.
-roi;nd of touriss, the liiais have conceived the idea tlaat, bvj claiý
tlîe Giaour for permission to, enter the anosques, the.y îîuïy turn an iz
penny te thoir own advantage. There arc, lhewever, inosques hel tu-
se, sacrcd, on accc-unit of the relies they contain, that flic mure p)rec::col
a Giaour wvould polliite themn. Oflierwise fixe exclusion of inifidels frm
thc niosque is cont.rary te the te.achingz of the 1>roplîct.

The cremonies of tIai " lowling d'ervislîes" are thus described
"The fxrst person te begin tlai cilice is thec shcik, 'wlo Wears a r~~

criînson robe and squzats dowýn in front of the oirb ni uIe iec
%vhich hurn two small braziers, occasionally fed with. incense. Thea tkt
musicians assemible and sit iii a circle ; at tlie ot.her end of the rocoe,
against tlic wall, a number cf nicinbers of thec congregation and dervdisks

9 An citraci. from au szite lu Q' e >bZfnfg)dy .P.ruie, reprtnted frora the 1MraylWi
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