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The reason given thirty yvears ago was thus expressed. “In the present state of the
)'e\~enl|e"ol ‘Ifldm it does not appear desirable to abandon so imrortont a source of
revenue. {ht’ character of the trade and the veason for sanctioning it remain un-
changed. .'Ihe‘ question is between Mammon and Gael, beiweon unrichteous gain
fmél] the high Interests of homanity, and the worll knows which has prevailed
* Shall [ not visit for these things saith the Lord, and shall not wmy soul be avensed
on such a nation as this " ) :

And must rot the atrentive observer of the doinas of a retributive Providence
see an the Indian muting the punishment of Iritish Mammon worship. Al have no-
ted the fact that at Meerut where Chrstianity, in the person of the converted Se-
poy was e§p0)}cd from the Bengal army, there the wans of that saving element was
exhibuted in the first outbreak of the explosive forces.  Isit less remarkable that in
the Madvas Presidency, where no Opium is grown or shipped, there has been no
rebellion, that in the Bombay Presidency, where much is shipped, though not
grown on Brigsh territory, where the chief profit ot the Malwa Opium is realized,
the waves of retribution have been painfully feli, whereasin the Bengal Presideney,
where the largest quantity is arown and shipped, the British Opium garden which
distils such deadly mfluences on China, the flames of rebellion have rolled with the
destractive desolation of a lava tide.

And now the main question resards the future.  Shall this indquity continue ¢
Shall we go on poisoning until the victims of our unholy gatns shall equal in num-
ber the population of the British Istands?  Is 1t Ricirr ? Is it in accordance with
the Statute Book of Heaven or the Royal Law of Love, that our people <hould be
encouraged to violate the laws of another nation, in prosecution of a trade but ane
remove from murder, becanse that nation is too feeble to resist?  If the riahts of
humawity prevailed against mammon 1o abo'ish the Slave Traflic and Slavery
wherever our national banner floats, why should they not prevail against the Opi-
um traflic abroad, and the equally destructive Rum traflic s t home!  Ah. when
men and governments grow wealthy by wrong doing, it is diflicult for them to dis-
cern the vight.  But it is the more incumbent on all who do see the wrong (o raise
a vaice of warning, and to say. It 1s the price of blood I

Isvrsave?  The doom of Tyre was pronounced when she was where Britain
now is, at the height of her maritime areatness, her sin being an all-engrossing sel-
Jiskness, causing her to rejoice in the calamitios of Jernsalem, and in making mer-
chandize of her children. Who can measure England's sin, if, after warning from
God and from man, from Bible and Providence, she. honoured and blessed among
the nations of the earth, should persist in a traflic quite as iniquitous, and for a
reason quite as selfish and unfeeling ? - It we are Christians our hearts will mourn
in seerer places, at the fact that our brethren in the southern portion of a greatand
arowing repablic, are involving themsclves and their nation in the erime of exten-
ding awd perpetuating a trade in slaves and in the souls of men ; we will hang our
heads in shame at our own national vice of [ntemperance, sustained and pampered
by the S:ate for purposes of revenue; but, to crown the whole, this drug, thecul-
ture of which our Indian Government monopolizes, seizes its vietim by a vet more
terrible grasp, and gives promise of destruction un a stifl more gigantic scale !

We have sent a million of New Testaments, probably in Opium vessels, but we
could not thus send the blessing of that God who saith, *I love judgement and hate
robbery fur burnt oflfermg ”  The Chinese hald up to scorn the inconsistency of
sending men with the Bible in one hand and Opium in the other.

England is again thundering at the gates of China and may again be successfil
in apening them still more widely, and thus the designs of’ Providence be accom-
plished for the gospel to reach those teeming myriads, but we may rest assured,
that the conquering nation will be called to acconnt. Tl:vrv must be national re-
pentance or punishment.  Our safety lies in turning to God.  His judzments are
discipline.  They arve senl first to reform, lm(. next to destrayy. .\\’o have om-ountfrcd
in the East the outside sweep of the whirtwind; and the Pulpit and the Press, Eng-
lani’s Queen and England’s people, have bowed before the Most iigh in humiliation
for unfaishfilness to the Lord and his anomted in India.  Should they refise thus
to acknowledae the wrongs of China and the sin committed against Jehovah, by
casting a stumblingblock in the way of the conversion to the Lord of those millions,
we may see the poisonous vapours of that drug rolling back in dense death clouds,



