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News of the Church.

The Presbytery of Pictou met at
Green Hill on Tuesday 18th ult. Mr
John Wm. Matheson, student of Theolo-
gy, delivered a lecture on Eph. ii. 1-5,
and a popular sermon on Psal. xxiii. 4,
read an exercise with additions on Rom.
viil. 4, and was examined on the 4th
century of Church History, the first ten
psalms in Hebrew and the New Testa-
ment, ad aperturam_Lbrt in Greek, all
which were approved by the Presbyte-
ry. These being all Mr. Matheson’s
trials for license, the question was taken
“sustain them in cumulo or not,” when
1t carried unanimously sustain. The
question was next, taken, ¢ Proceed to
license or not,” when it carried unani-
mously 1“Froceed. The Moderator then

ut to Dr Matheson the questions of the

ormula, and, having engaged in pray-
er, h_e as the mouth of the Presbytery
and in the name of the Great Head of
the Church, solemnly licensed him to
preach the everlasting gospel.

A report was read of the Rev James
McLean’s proceedings in the forming
the new congregation of Baddeck. His
conduct was approved, and steps were
taken for the ordination of the elders
elect.

Onj Tuesday the 4th ult. the Rev
{Iamcs McLean, recently of Mabou, was
inducted to the padtoral charge of the
congregation of (gay's River, Shubena-
cadie and Lower Stewiacke.

‘Rev P. G. McGregor preached an ap-
propriate discourse. Rev J. Cameron
narrated the steps taken by the Presby-
tery in the matter, and the people, hav-
ing by a show of hands, declared their
adherence to the call, Mr Cameron pro-

ed the usual questions, which having

een satisfaclorily answered, he offere

the induction Erayer. Rev Mr Sedge-
wick charged the minister and Mr M-
Gregor "the congregation. May the
great Lord of the Harvest give strength
and perseverance to his servant in cul-
tivating the field on which he has enter-
ed, apg provide; in his abounding grace,
a fithfal successor to labour in the
e%qally destitute_ section of country
which he has just lef.— Witness.

The congregation of Salem Church
acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
an elegant Timepiece for their Church,

a present from Hugh McDonald, Esq.
South River, Antigonish. T

On Thursday, December 6th, the la-
dies of Elder Adamson’s district of the
Rev J. Watson’s congregation presented
their pastor with a beautiful Seal-skin
Fur Coat, as a token of their esteem for
him, and of gratitude for his labors
among them, particularly in the Bible
Class. It was accompanied with a com-
plimentary address.

The new Presbyterian Church in Up-
per Stewiacke village was opened on
Sabbath the 7th ult. by the Rev James
Smith, pastor of the congregation;’ who
preached an able discourse, extending
over both the forenoon and afiernoon
services, from the fifty-sixth chapter of
Isaiah, last clause of the 7th verse,
% Mine house shall be called a house of
prayer for all people” This- spacious
and magpificent edifice now brought to
a corapletion is one of the finest church-
es in the Province. It contains, very
comfortably, one thousand sitters; and
reflects great credit on the taste, and

ublic spirit of this thriving settlement.
t is but three years last July since the

* new church in the Middle Stewiacke, or

lower section of this congregation, was
opened; and now active preparations
are. making for the ercction of another
in Eastville district, at the opposite_or
upper end of the congregation. The
people of Stewiacke are almost exclu-
sively Presbyterians—and have enjoyed
for a long term of years, reaching back
nearly to the infancy of the settlement,
the preaching of the gospel and adminis-
tration of ordinances. e Rev Hugh
Graham, translated from Cornwallis, was
the first settled minister, and was suc-
ceeded about twenty-five years ago by
the Rev James Smith, who still .conti-
nues his labours faithfully among them.
The congregation, now the largestin the
body, i3 about being divideg, middle
Stewiacke being detached to be united
with Brookficld and form a new congre-
gation : the upper settlement will form
a congregation of itself, and retain the
services of Mr Smith. Sound, orthodox
Presbyterianism is not loosing groundin
our Provinces, but on the contrary is
advancing steadily with the growth of
the population.— i¥ilness.



