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lias to be fouifded Ofl a philosophy 18 proniint ini the field of
literature betore thic, thinker ini philasophy takces it up. L t 18

in this "'ide-and varied, anîd aectirate acquaintauce %vitIi literat-
ture that the student becornes acquaititedl with hiiinself iu the
first place, and< thon w~ith bis felIoivs, anîd so wvit1î the race.
Tlîus lie 18 in a Position to iluvestigiLte the uities tliat lie at
'the basis of soiuietv. So does literature and philosoplîy.

IlI. We ticw ask -. Ioiw is the study of literature helped 1),y
ù1a~ Studl, of philosophy ?

.1. It intist be said ini the fir-st place thatphdosopzy SUppl)ie.q
Mie (48surptiowl af ail srtidiés awd so to the study of literature.

Ail studies, ail Sciexîces, have their -assumptions. As-
troîîoîny, for example, svluich is genierally regarded as one ot
those inost pure and s2parate of ail assimuptions. involves the--
ideas of space and tirne atnd niatter at its bastýis and those ieas
phiiosophy gives.

Say's R~obert Fliint "The scientist oftën tfuîcies that lie
is a mnî wvlo takzes nothingt on trust; in reality, lie takes
averythiiig on trust, because lie accepts withoutqesino
reservation tlioughit itself as niaturally truthtùl and its Iaivs
as valid. Whatever a multitude of supý:rfichxl sueinti!3ts may
suppose to the contrary, the fiî.ct is that the ciltire, procedurt.
of science and philosophy, lu so far as it is siruply a cierali-
zation of science, is assaumptive and dogmatie. At bottoni.
science, ivhich is so often contrasted and opposed to fith,
is inere faith, iinplicit. faith, and in the view of a, crious and
eoiisistent scepticismi must be a blind fatiLli."

These assumptions are presupposed in the science of his-
tory. of psychology, of sociology anxd of ethies.

.And as l5eri'ture touches every side of huniani living and
as iL crives a picture of life it is full of the same assumptioms
which phi!osophy examines, so the student of literature can-
tiot really investigate these literary specimens without investi-
gating- the principles of philosophy.

Thus while literature furnishies the materials for philoso-
phy, the principles of philosophy must be a constructive force
in literature.

As your architect is powerless without the building ma-L
tenils, aild yet yon cannot sec thne real meanhrîg of your
mr.terials until your architeet has put theru in their -places,
so, you cannot see the beauty and significance of the matter
of literature until you knoiv the philosophy at iLs basis.

You must therefore kuiow something, at least, of the
philosoplîy of the tiîne to understand its literature. In Meé-


