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:t.tea lmi to the deep ravine, iviiere tho
-tem semed to slcop, and no nunbeara ever
ý-and, as se renioveti tho earth antd the
-ce, with whioh sho liat blocked u> the,

,nth of the cavity in tic rock,he stoati %von.
rinf. Shc cntercd the aperture, andi rolleti
-1 the firin mass or' enow, which was yet
large to be lifted by bands. Mhen Tho,-
-salw titis, ho ic miled and wvcptart the saine
tant, anti ho prcssed bis wife's check to
bosm, and raidi-
Great bas becti the car ol U1y Po? Nr-

-et, but it is o« no avait-f or thouch lie hue
vedl more than a match fbr the eeas-on@,
proposat iva8 buta jest o' Lauderdale.'
MVat ie a. man but bis word ?' replied
rgaret, 'andi him a nobleman too.'

Nsobilty are but men,' answered Thomas,
d etdom botter men than other folk. Be-

ge, if we were to gaig before him wi'
_,wba' in our bauds, we shiouid only get
qhed at for our paIns-' It was his own

'em'adtied tshe-< and, at ony rate>
tan benothing the worse for ceeig ifl ho
abido by it.'
ueking the snowy mnass, she rolicd up a

lonof kt la a napkin, andi tbey went to-
ds Thirlestane togetber-tbough often
Thomas stop by the way andi say-

largaret, dear, Pin perfcct ly aEbamed to
gupon ibis business-as sure as 1 am

Jing bore, as 1 have taulti ye, ive will
,-et oursolves laughied at.'

1 would rather be laughed at, atideti se,
_n despiseti for breaking my word ; and
r laird break hie now, wha watina dos-

hlm?"
urinonious as thoir wedded life hati hi-
tobe, there was what might weil nigli
AIeti bickerings between thera on the
,for Thomas feit or believed that sbe
leadingn hlm on a fool's errand. But they
ved ai; the Casile or' Thirlestane, and
-UÎshereti into the qiansioD of bis proud

1 a !" raid the Blart, as they caterod,
-ny Mideido Maugy, and her auld gooti-

leel wa ring ye-tbe rente o'

;hill,or the equivaient?" Thomas look-
his Young wifo, for hie saw noth iong to

hlm hope on the couatenance of Lau-
-le, anti be thouglit tlaat lie pronouticeti
iord '<equivaient" wit-i a sneer.

"briug ye enoivt lu Ainc, mny Lord," re.-
pliod Mfargaret, '«ag-rccably to tlit terme o'
your bargain, anti arn sorry, for your sake
,anti ours, that àt bas flot ) et becau in our poti-
er to bring,- -owd insteati o't."

Lotid laugbcd the Earl, as Margaret un-
rolloti the hug,-e crnow-ball before hlmi, and
Thomnas thouglit unto hims-elf, '1I saiti how
it voilid bo."1 But Lautierdale, calling lôr bis

iîin'g mptierial.e, sat dnvni and %% rote, andi
ho placot in the hauds of'Thomas a discharge
not only for hie baclù rent. but for ai that,
shoulti otiierwi.-a be due at the oniuing- Mar-
tininas.

Thoms Haîrdie buweil, anti bowed ntgain
before the EarI, low anti yor loîver, awk-
wardly anti stili uetore awkivardly, anti lie
endeavoureti to thank hlm, but hie tongue
fatteret inl the performauce ot ite office. He
coulti have taien bis baud in bid aud wrung
it fervently, Ieaviug hie flugers to express
what hils tungue coulti not-but hie, 1.ejrt %vas
an Bar]; andi thtere ivas a nt-ce.isary distauce
to ho c'býerveti between an Eari and a Lam-
mermoor farnier.

" Thank not me, goodman," saiti Lauder-
dale, " but tbauk the modesty and discretioii
o' your winsomce wile."

Margaret was silent, but gratitude for the-
kinduess which the Earl had sheivn unto hier-
lhuzband ant iherselg; took deep root mn ber
heurt. Gratitude, ludeoti, forniod the pro-
dominatiug prinoiple in lier character, and
fittedti er even for neots or heroismn.

The unexpecteti aad unwonted gonerosity.
of the Earl hati enabieti Thomnas Hardie te
overconie the losz-es with which the fury of
-the seasons liad overwbelmed hlm, and ha
prospored beyond any fariner on the hills.-
But, w.hile hoe prospereti, the Earl of Lau-
derdale, ia hie tarn, was overtaken by adi-
versity. The storrny tiînes of the civil wars
raged, anti it is ivelI known with wh-iat de-
votetiness Lauderdale followed the fortunes
of the king. When the Commonwealth be'w
gan, ho was madie prisouer,conveyed to Lon-
don, and confluoti iii the Towor. There aine
weary years of captivity crept slowly and
gloomily over hlm; but they neithier taught
hlm mercy to others nor to moderato hie ani-
bition, as was manilesteti wliea power and
posterity again cast their beame upon lm.-
But lie now lungered inl the Tower, withiout
prospert or hope of rolease, living upon the


