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Net a long tine bad elapsed before flice cordial hecame lit-
siptid to the taste of Latimer.

c4 What is tis?"71 said his wife, one eveuing, ns she pour-
ed eut a glass frein the newiy repienished botte.

ceSoething botter than cordial,"1 repiied lier liîsband.
ceTaste il."1

lThe wife sipped a litIle, anti inaking a wry face, spit it
out.

cc Brandy !11
"-4Good old ewniac. Get some water andi sugar, and a

littie riutmeg, Poiiy, andi Fil show yoit sometbing b ettr than
ail the cordiais that over were createdl."

The water, sogar and nutmegs were produced, andi two
giasses of teddy prepared.

ci Tbere ! wbat do you thiînk of thatV" saiti the liusheuti.
"4 l is good3," replied Peliy, as she tasted tie mixeti

liquor.
.. Better titan cordial isfl't it.>1
ci [ don't knowv. The cordial ivas a very plcasamt drink.»
ci But net half se goed as tbis. Wait util yeni have trîed

ii c few times, and yen'1t net think sucli meagre stuif as cor-
dial worth iarning.l"

And se il proveti. The bettle neyer afier contained any
thiug weaker than brandy, from whieli a tedldy wvas aiwaYs
prepared fer the dinner table, and another te meisten tile
crackers and cheese that were eaten before goiig te beti.

Latimer hati gooti wages, and was a steady, industrieus
hand, mucb liket by bis employer. Hie liveti very comfort-
ably, and ihati laid op nea.1y twe hundreti dollars in tile
Savings Bank. But after the bottie came into bis lieuse,
and ie began tospeuti evenings Io!Mrio',bswe'
Moles %vete usually ail spent by the time the earnings of the
next ivere receiveti; andI ne very long periti of time.
elapseti, before seme extra delmand for meney requiredl a'
draf't tipon the fond that hadlleen gradualiy accumuiatitig
in flite batik.

Notwithstanding the tavein keeper's euiogy upo3î bis ap-
pie totities and whisky potiches, as being the best tnedicine
in the worid, Latimer lest more days from sickuess in lte
year thal foiiowed tban in lte five that hati gene before the
lime of bis havîng been presenteti %itb lte bottle. Nor was
bis wifo's bealth so gooti. But îhey titi net thiuk of the
reai cause.

it is net at ail snîprising, ihiat il teck ne longer a period
titan tweive mouths te exliaosl the nioney taI had heen
laid up. But this wa5 net the only change. Latimer hati

Srown dis>cententeti at home, andi impatienlt with the ci.il-
ren. Little Lotty wvas niuch oftenier thrust petianly

aside titan taken tipon lier father's knee, and te smalltist
fault of James ivas tee freqisently visite-1 witb bleovs tînrier
wbich even a man weuld have recoiled. There were aise
occasionni violations of the peare between the falher anti
mother themselves, accempaniet by harsh wordsq, or days of
silence andi estrangement on eue side " and lears on tlie othor.
But stili te botte ceutinueti te de ils work.

At hast, Latimer came se frequently te lte sbop ilisguisedl
%vith liqiior, titat bis employer taiketi te him on the subject,
andti ld bim that, unless hie mentot lus ways, ho would
have te tiscitarge him. Tbis liat a temparary effect; but it
dit net last long. lThe principal change it piottcet, 'vas a
restriction of bis appelite îhtoogli the day, te give it greater
licenise in te evening, andt il %vas a coiumon thîng fer iimr
te go drunk te bed.

How, by titis lime, itat ail the pleasant aspects of home
disappoared! Agnes wvas olti enoogii te see lte cause ; but
James andi the fair-liairet i tIle Lotty feit lte change wiîb-
eut understanting ils maeaning. lThe bey, insteat ef honi
ing happily te lte site of bis fatiter whien lie returtiet bomne,
rallier shruk from bim, andi Lolly approachet, anti looked
mbtc bis fac3 timidly, bier eye seeking for seme of the love-

expîres~sions litl once heamed from lus centtnance. AI,.-s
tbey were itet tbore lton, but bat pene ferever.

At hast flit Irealcîting blow feul. Latimer %vas disclîarg-
cd, and on flie stieîîgt of il2 came itomne reeling %wiitt-
ication.

ci Dischar-ed !" saitl bis 'vife, (trrning pale 'vitit alaïmr
when lthe trolb xvaq, ou the nexî mornitig,antînncecl le lier.
cc what are we te do0 ?">

"(Give me a glass of brandy fist. l1m se faint i caît
itariy itelti My beati 0p1.

A glass of raw brandy 'vas breuglil, andi lie poiiedt lie~
boruing fioid eageriy iet lus tbreat.

cc De?" lio said, as ho bandeti backi tlie emîttieti gla,
"c 1 recken thrl îdent3' more sltops ini tewvn."

A week, andi stili Latimer ivas idie. 1-is breaîb ani ai'-
îîcarauce ivere einotgh te preveut btis getting wvork. Thei<'
were pleuly ofsober mon te be bati, anttlley tetînid
the shops, t flite exclusiotn of drtkards. By titis lune ',â
hast wages be itat receivet 'vere ai genie, antd biting Nv t
tooket bis famiiy in lte face. The dislress cf luis 'vife, andi
te miserabie apecl of every titing at home, dreve hîtu of'
te the lavern. But this couit net boy food, antd footi intit
be baît, fw~ buger bat enlereti bis dwelliug.

" Iere is nothting te cal in flie litouse !1" eait bis %. itfe,
as lié came in itaif îipsy,and afler ligbting bis pille, sal ti ti

before the grate, and titrusîing btis hants mbt lus peckv!,
began te smoke-"i and flie chiidren are liingiy. %Vhatt
shail we d.

dgHusit up, 'viii yno ! growled lte miserabie man. Li tte
Lty, whit liat beeri ptîliing a loy about the Iloor whien lier
fatîter entereti, dre1îjed lier piay-tbîng, anti goiîtg tilitlu
whiere lier broltoer James haid sat yioiy dewvn, xvilî its sa.t
face anti eyes lut nedt owards lis itesotteti parentl, crehit tmpi
mbt bis arms, anti puttînig a luatit aroonti bis neck, lurniet
aise te loek at flie strange anti fearftîi siglît, but-%vitîtott zit
ail Cemprelientiug ils mcanîîîg.

For a few minuîtes PArs. Latinmer sal bew idereti anti ini
tears. iThet geîîing tîp) site went te a cbest of tirawers ini
lte reem, andI, afier lookiîg Ibroogi tem, selecteti a feW~
articles of clotbîng ltaI site lliouglit couid be sparoti, anîd
laid them ot.

For days the bot tie bat been emply, anti Prs. Latimicr
appetiîr. craved lte accostomet stimulus, lu tact, she tit
lte 'vaut of brandy more titan site dit lthe want of foond.
Takiîîg lte boule, therefore, fron tlice close!, slie drew lier
eitiest daîtghler asitie, andt sai t l lier :

ceSee here, Agîtes, take Ibese," anti she b.tii lier tlii
garments -,ie Itat selecleti, cg te Mâoses, lte Jcw, antd .tbki
bim te let you bave liaîf a dollar ou tliemi. ilh îlede,, sti,
hoe wi!1 give Yeu a ticket witb fle money. Ilion go wiîiî
Ibis bottie andi gel a pitl of brandy. As yoo come litorur,
past the baker'., get lwo baives of breati, anti itaf a itutinu
of citeese anti tbree lierriîîgs frein tlic grocer'%. Yetr wvîll
bave sixpience left."1

ccCan't i gel some milk fer Lotty ? Sho's bat ne lîreati
anti milk for a good many tiays, anti site tocsn'î liike

49 No. Tbere'il bo but sixpence left, andt I watt tihuat t':r
semelhing cisc. Se voit aiong. Lotly will have te de ivtdu
bread this lime, anti lm lhankful. le te able lu get even tai
for bier. 1 hope yeer father 'viii gel sumetiting te tido ei
or 've shali alistarve.",

Aenes 'vent oit ber erranti %vitit bier youing feelings trotu-
bled The Jeiw loek the clollies on pawn fer baîf a'> llt
and site gt lte brandty, flie breati, lthe cheese andt flie lteî-
rOIuS, and bTooghît htome the sixpeuce change.

The sigbit of flh itle brigbtencti Laîiiner wonderfuliy.
Ho tirauk %vibl i s 'vife, andtlicu citiltren aIe grectiuiy lthe
dry breati anti cîteese. RonIger mate sl sweel te lthcm. F or
a litie whiile, a iriti kinti of liglît 'vas in Ibis wreîchetl
twe!tin, anti then ai became agaîn dark, celti anti gloomy.


