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Not a long time had elapsed before the cordial became in-
sipid to the taste of Latimer.

¢ What is this 7?7 said his wife, one evening, as she pear-
ed ont a glass from the newly replenished bottle.

¢« Something better than cordial,” replied her husband.
¢ Taste it.? .

‘The wife sipped a little, and making a wry face, spit it
out.

¢ Brandy !*?

¢ Good old cogniac. Gel some water and sugar, and a
fittle nutmeg, Polly, and I’ll show you something better than
all the cordials that ever were created.”

The water, sugar and nutmegs were produced, and two
glasses of toddy prepared.

i There ! what do you think of that 7 said the husband.

s ft is good,” replied Polly, as she tasted the mixed
liquor.

s¢ Better than cordial isn’t it

¢ [ don’t know. The cordial was a very pleasant drink.”

<« But not half so goed as this. Wait until you have tried
it o few times, and yow’ll not think such meagre stuff as cor-
dial worth naming.”

And so it proved. The bottle never after contained any
thing weaker than brandy, from which a toidy was always
prepared for the dinner table, and another to moisten the
crackers and cheese that were eaten before going to bed.

Latimer had good wages, and was a steady, industrious
hand, much liked by hisemployer. He lived very comfort-
ably, and had laid up nea.ly two hundred dollars in the
Savings Bank. But after the bottle came into his house,
and he began tospend evenings at old Morrison’s, his week’s
wages were usually all spent by the time the earnings of the
next were veceived; and no very long period of time
elapsed, before some extra dewand for meney required a
draft upon the fund that hadbeen gradually accumulating
in the sbank.

Notwithstanding the tavein keeper’s eulogy upon his ap-
ple toddies and whisky punches, as being the best medicine
in the world, Latimer lost mare days from sickness in the
year that followed than in the five that had gone before the
time of his having been presented with the bottle. Nor was
his wife’s health so good. Bat they did not think of the
real cause.

1t is not at all smpsising, that it took no longer & period
than twelve months to exhaust the money that had been
laid up.  But this was not the only change. Latimer had
rown discontented at home, and impatient with the chil-
gren. Litile Lotty was much oftener thrust petulavtly
aside than taken upeon her father’s knee, and the smaliest
fault of James was too frequently visited with blows under
which even a man would have recoiled.  There were also
accasional violations of the peace between the father and
mother themselves, accompanied by harsh words, or days of
silence and estrangement on one side, and tears on the other.
But still the bottle continued to do its work.

At last, Latimer came so frequently to the shop disguised
with fiquor, that his employer talked to him on the subject,
and told bim that, unless he mended his ways, he would
have to discharge him. This had a temporary effect; butit
did not last Jong. The principal change it produced, was a
restriction of his appetite through the day, lo give it greater
license in the evening, and it was a common thing for him
to go drunk to bed.

How, by this time, had all the pleasant aspects of home
disappeared !  Agnes was old enougn to see the cause ; but
James and the fair-haired little Lotty felt the change with-
out undersianding its meaning. The boy, instead of bound-
ing happily to the side of his father when he returned home,
rather shrunk {rom him, and Lotty approached, and looked
into his fac2 timidly, her eye secking for some of the love-

expressions that once beamed from his countenance,  Alas

they were not there then, but had gone forever.

Aclast the threatening blow fell. Latimer was discharg-
ed, and on the strength of it, came bome revling with inten-
ication.

¢ Discharged ! said his wife, turning pale with alarm
when the trath was, op the next morning, announced to her.
¢« What are we to do?»

¢ Give me a glass of brandy fitst.
hardly held my head up.”

’m so faint I can

A glass of raw brandy was brought, and he powted the !

burning fluid eagerly into his throat.

Do ?? he said, as he handed back the emplied glav:

« I reckon there’s plenty more shops in {own.”

A week, and still Latimer was idle.
pearance were enough to prevent his getting work, Theie
were plenty of sober men to be had, and they monopotized
the sheps, to the exclusion of drunkards. By this time the
tast wages he had received were all gone, and biting w ¢
tooked his family in the face. The distress of his wife, and
the miserable a-peet of every thing at home, drove hun wif
to the tavern.  But this could not buy feod, and food must
be had, for hunger had entered bis dwelling.

¢ There is nothing to eat in the house I"* said his wife,
as he came in half tipsy,and after lighting his pipe, sat down
hefore the grate, and thrusting his hands into his pocket,
began to smoke—¢f and the children are hungry.
shall we do.”?

« Hush up, will you!” growled the miserable man. Litde
Lotty, who had been pulling a toy about the floor when her
father entered, dropped her play-thing, and going up to
where her brother James had sat ¢ vietly down, with lus sad

What !

His breath and ap-

face and eyes tutned towards his besotted parent, creptup -

into his arms, and putting a hand around his neck, tuned
also to look at the strange and fearful sight, but-without at
all comprehending its meaning.

¥For a few minutes Mrs. Latlimer sat bew:ldered and in
tears, Then getting up, she went to a chest of drawers in
the room, and, alter looking through them, selected a few
articles of clothing that she thought could be spared, and
laid them out.

For days the bottle had been emply, and Mis. Latimer’s
appetite craved the accustomed stimulus.  In facet, she felt
the want of brandy more than she did the want of food.
Taking the bottle, therefore, from the closet, she drew her
eldest danghter aside, and said to her :—

¢ See here, Agnes, teke these,>” and she handed her the
garments she had selected, ¢ to Moses, the Jew, and ush
him to let you have half a dollar on them. It he does so,
he will give you a ticket with the money. Then go with
this bottle and get a pint of brandy.
past the baker’, get two loaves of bread, and half a pouns
of cheese and three herrings from the grecer’s. You will
have sixpence left.”’

¢ Can’t 1 get some milk for Lotty ¢ She’s had no bread
and millk for a goed many days, and she doesn’t like
cheese.”

¢ No. There’ll be but sixpence left, and I want that fer
something else. Sorun along. Lotty will have to do wih
bread this time, and ’m thankful to be able tu get even that
for her. 1 hope your father will get sumetbing to do soon,
or we shall all starve.”

Agnes went on her errand with her young feelings trou-
bled. The Jew took the clothes on pawn for half a dollas,
and she gt the brandy, the bread, the cheese and the her-
rings, and brought home the sixpence change.

The sight of the bottle brightened Latimer wenderfully.
He drank with his wife, and the children ate greedily the
¢ry bread and cheese. Hunger made itsweet to them. For
a little while, & lurid kind of light was in this wretched
dwelling, and then all became again dark, cold and gloomy.

(imny

As you come home, .




