CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

0 happy, that he felt no need of theic eacicty ; but certain hints
bogan ta find their way to fe car, thai he was to fonger his own
master ; that he conid not, i ho woald, invite thesy, and worso
than all, that he wished to save hus wino, ‘Thore was no beanng
thes, Ho sesolved to give « dimner, at «whick they should all be
convinced, that, though lus wine was worth some eare, ho had
no desiro fn apare it :

It was diffioult to wake Eleanor fully andestand the natuse of
thus dmner.  She wished to hnve Me. and M, West invited ; and
though hor hushand earneatly requested her to make no adidition
to the party he bl named, not fiking to be the only ludy at table,
sho requested, as & particufar favour, that Mass Musterman would
como and arsist hep through the dav, 1t waea great pleaanre to
her, to mperintend the arrangement of cvery thing precisely to
hor busband’s sansfuction § to spare 10 expenss m procunng ex-
actly what was then in acavan, and to hear bim aay, on retarming
home to dress for dinner, that she fud jeft hun nothing to usk, or
to wish for. . .

« But why is Miss Masterman and your sister I hese, my
love?

+ [ asked them to come and astist me.”

Fredenck bit his hp.  * You must gt them away carly,
Elcanor; and remember I never lay & charge upon you without
reagon. I would rather have given fifty pounds, than that you
ehould have disabliged mo in this. '

# I thought,” said Elcanor meckly, * that you ked Miss Mae.
terman; and my sister can offend no one

 Mise Muaatcrman is a snake in the grass, Eleanor; and your
sister may toll talls, if sho cannot invent them.™

Tho Jast words werc spoken in an under tone, but, cven had
they beén more audible, they would only have added to Elcanar's
anidhishment, for the whole affuir was a mystery to hier ; and had
rot her husband cleared his brow, and spoken kidly to her again,
ehie would probubly havo udded to her fosmer impradence, by un-
modiately sending the unwelcome guests away.

The hour of meeting ar.ved, and Frederick Bond had scarcely
more pride wn introducing tus lovely wife, thun m the perfect ad.
Justment of every thing relating to the dinner,  Sir James Morn.
ford, of course, was ono of the gueste, and ke evinced bis sabs.
faction by being in tho bost possible humour.  He was a grave~
somp said x deep fecling man; but of that the world had lutle
proof, for to no one being alone was lus heart laid open.  ile sel.
dom praised any thing, for his forte acemed 1o lie i quict sarcasm.
Yet, while others exhausted their eloquence in profusc encormum,
fie, with a few locks, and tones of approbation, could at any tme
reward the endeavours of these who sought to mve hun pleasure,
*Phus, to have had Sir James to dime, and 10 have had bun i good
humour, was a thing to be told of the next dsy, us the highest
fionour winck the town of —— aflorded.

To this honour, Frederick Boad was peeulizity alive on the

resent occasion, as well s 10 all other sources of satisfaction.—

is dinner was cxcellent, his wines were appraved; and when
the ladics rosc to leave the table, he seemced to have nothing left
to wish for beneath the sun, ¢

While he and hie guests were enjoying themselyes to their
freart’s content, Eleanor, her sister, and Mis Mastermaa, began
to fect the time hang heavily on their hands. They opened the
piano, but there was no andience to heat them play.  They tnok
out their wersted work, but still an wvoluntary yawn betrayed at
intervals that they thought the evemng both lang and dult: nor
was their siluation rendercd more agrecable by hearing peals of
laughter from the dining-room below.

«“The gentlemen appear (o be morry,” ohserved Misa Master.
man; * [have heard that Sir James, whon he has taken a protty
liboral quantity of wine, is one of the most entertainmg comos.
mons imaginable, not, however, so mesry humaclf, 0s the cauvss of
mirth to other men. But of all persons under such circumstances,
I bave the greatest horror of the httle gentloman who sot on your
right hand. I am told, he thinke nothung of chasing the lndies
from room to room, and that naither age nor digmity ase sccure
from his impertinence.”

All this was 2 new style of conversation Lo Elcanor.  In her
father’s house there had been no dinner parties for gentlemen
wjone; and she bad, hitherto, been iguorant enough to believe,
that to be, what-is called affected by wine, 2 man must mnake
some sacrifice of his dignity, if not of tus churacter, a6 a gentle-
man. What then was her astomshment, to bear the Jaughter
from the dining.room grow louder, coarser, and in every way Joss
like the sounds that might be ezpected to celebrate the meeting
qf rational and enhghtencd men.  There were songs, too, at first
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deep and ‘alltaned, bat afterwards in broken voicen, and all the
while she felt that Misa Masterman'e keon rearching apes wero
fixed full upnn her face, whils her ear was set forth histening, and
her munle scemed at ingervals to say, * Do you hear that 19

“ Lot us have ten,' said Blonnar, and sho rang the bell wath
violende, glad of any thing that would niake o bustle, and help 1o
drawa the discord below,

“Pell vour master,” sand Bleanor to the footman, *that coffes
wuity i the drawng.romu **

The fostainn dd not return, and the threo ladkes sat and sipped
thetr tea m almost unbroken micnce,

In the cousre of an hour, Fleanor renewed her memngo to the
gentiesnen, but w4l no answer, and both ten and cufleo wera
growmg cold. At lst, abaut cleven o'clock, the dinng.soom
doar was heard to open, and 2 creaking etep came deliberately up
the stairs.

"The gentleman who entered, was n phidosopher, or rther a man
of science; and the ladwa consequently felt it nnwmnbont upou
them to reach the Jughzet range of ther own intellect, for a sub.
ject on wiieh to engago lns attentiwn.  He had bowed 10 them
with great majesty on npproaching the table, and having taken a
seat, hie looked rather yaguely, thes way, aud that, but still nat
a word wus spoken. 5

“{ suppose it is the way with men of genjus.” thought Eleanor,
to have notung to say to ladies,” hut yet, as the nusteeas of the
house, she thoaght it necessary to make some farther attempt. In
va: sie tned the ctfect of commen.place.  Still thero was no an.
swer.  ‘The gentleman, however, took the cofieo thut was handed
to hum, and not the coftee alone, for ke pourcd out the crcam,
unt both cup and saucer were filled.

* It is one of the singulantiesof elever ten,” thonght Eleanor,
in the munplicaty of her heart; and agwn she senrched through
her own little store of scientific information te find something
more fitting tho occasien, and mora warthy of being said. At
last she thought of sometlsing.

“ Pray Dv. ” ghe asked, *what 18 your opimon of animal
magnetsm ? Do you tyunk it possible that the nervous system
should be affected by laws so mystenous ; or do yon consider st 2
deception ultogethier I

Still there was no snswer.  Eleanor looked in the gentleman’s
face. o had raised the coffee to his fips, and a paw of hitle
twinkhng cyes were winlung st her over the edge of the onp s
while 2 nod more than fumibar, corvineed her, that although wise
men wmight sometimes look singular, singulanty did not always
look wise.

Miss Masterman understood the case befter.  She had under.
stood it fram the begmnmg ; and she was more than rewarded
for the dull everng she had spent, by the nch treasure she hoped
to lay up for the uausement of future evenngs elsewhere,

The next outlet from the dmung-soom was of a very different
description. It wasa complete explosion,  Amongst the sereums
of the maid.servants, the laughter of the foot.-tuen, and the de.
rangement of all the furniture w the hall, m shot the httle gentle.
tnan, the terror of all nervous ladies, the dehght of ull stable-boys
and grooms,

‘The sister of Mes. Bond was 2 welldooking girl of sixieen ;
gentle and tumd a9 a young dove, she was exactly the kind of
subject the hule gentleman was wont to choose for Lis boisterous
and absurd attentions,

Elcanor looked on with astonishmient cqualied only by her in-
dignation. The maternal fechngs of an clder sister rose in her
heart, and glowed vpon her cheek as she saw the pour sl strugg-
kng, almost in tears, beneath his famiiar and sulting treatment.
Ono of her atte:upts to escape had rent her white mushn frock
from the top to the bottom, and her hair, which she usually wore
arranged around her brow with claseic order, was torn from s
bandage, and lay loose and flowing upon her neck.

Eleanor could bear it no longer. ‘Fuwering high with the ma-
Jjesty of insulted feehngs, she advanced towards the offender, and
demanded in the most imperative tone she had ever assumed,
how he darcd to treat s Jadv, and her sister, 10 such a maaner,

It was & scene winch Miss Mastermuan was ofien sfterwards
heard to descnbe s being worthy of Hogarih; for swhile Eleanor
stood, beyond her vsual besght, m this comnmanding atbiude, the
Intle gentieman, not in the shghtest degree daunted by her au.
thontative manncr, let go s former prize, and seiziag both her
hands, compelled her to perform various rapid evolutions round the
drawmg-room ; dunng which, notwithstandmg the giddiness of
her bron, and the agony of her vexaton, Eleanor retwned the
power of percewing, that through the partial openmng U the door,




