1855.)

oblivion in that «Tomb of all the Capuluts * the shelves of a
Seeretary’s Oflive,—though not without a last ¢ort to shicld
it from presature condemnation, from cither any dand. o5 on
my part, or auy wisappreheusion or wmisapplication of’ 1wy
meaning, as will be found noticed i its proper place.

Such howevar would doubtless have cont.nued to be the fate
of my long cherished disinterested caertions, but fur the
onward march of wind having at langth given birth to a more
satisfuctory, because imdependent public arbiter, through whom
the merits of il scientific anmd usetul projects can now Le
investigated and duly appreciated,—though it way not have
the puwer of carrying them into effcct.—Need 1 add that 1
allude to the awspicious institution of the Canadian Tustitute of
Toronto —At all cvents, 1 cin sincerely state that fecling
persuaded that such would be the guiding motive of that assveia-
tion, and seeing it excmplified in muore than one instance,
besides its Jandable movement in behall of the Habour of
Toronto, all my old feelings o the subject of my long
dormant patrivtic project revived, and led to an endemyvour
to recover a copy of my letter to Mr. Higgenson; and having
succeeded, I was at oue time indined to place that dvcnent
at the dispusal of the Institute, *without vote or comment,”
but on second thuughts L decied it miore advisable to alter the
forin of my statements ~o fur as, by o fow wodifications and addi-
tivns, to make them asswine svmcthivg of the shape of a regular
paper, though still partaking more oi e Character of a simple
narrative of facts than an claborute Bseay :—and aceordivgly in
that desultory foeme are the fullowing particulars respectiully
subamitted.  Fe linghowever that suicthing more was wanting,
T have takei the troable of preparing and prefining thereto a
Lurge scaled sketch map of the Southern portion of the Westan
District, as likely to prove of assistance in cutrectly compre-
hending the different hearings of thesubject, but more especially,
as regards the drainage of the Township of Colehester.  Aud I
au alsy willing tu cunfess that in tahing that step at this pa-
ticular time, I was not without hopeof therely drawing the atten-
tion of ¢ The Gencral Drainyr Sucidy of Upper Canada.”
abuut to b fucurpurated, towards o pat of the Provinee fur-
nishing su attractive and profitable a fidld for their patiiotic
operations.

Prasting that these intioductury remarns will not be decued
altogether mispplicd, I now procecd to state,—us observed
in the letter above alluded to, and from which I am abuut to
utute almost verbatim, that wy atlention having (in 1845 ) buen
unexspectedly deawn to a petition from the Municipal Council
of the Western District to the Goveruor General, praying for
« Surcy, to aseertain the practicability of forming a habour
at the mouth of «Two Crecks,” in the Tuwnship of Romney,
and at the same time opening a commuuication from thence
cither by Canal or Roud, to some point on the River Thames,
but without furnishing any specific data from which Govern-
ment might be encouraged to give a favoursble answer to their
prayer, and having observed the sume prject strongly advocated
by a well-informed though rather over-sanguine correspondent
of “the Putriot,” from Chatham, T was induced to threw
whatever might be the weight of my humwble advocacy of so
patrivtic a proposal into the seale, in the hopethat the additional
intyrmation which I happened to be able tu furuish would cusure
the matter being not only brought pointedly before the Governor
feneraly but patronised to an extent beyund the hopes of either
tiie Municipal Petitioners or the writer alluded to.

Tmpressed with these feelings I tovk the liberty of stating
that it so happened that the undertaking in question had been
regarded by lie as 2 great desideratum, cver sinee my arrival

-

ON TIHE FORMATION OF A CANAL BETWEEN LAKES ST CLAIR AND ERIE.

305

in the Country, and that wy progresive cnyuiries on the
subjc oty in comnection with a plan tor the geneia disinage of
a large wind valuable postion of the Laheshore cownship-,
Which 1 propusid to faae the basis of another communica-
toa,® vondered e noc altugethior wngualified for giving a
wllgroundad wpinim as to the feasibility of the project, as well
83 to the prospective public benetits denvable therefrom.  In
stating thus much, however, Ldid not wish it to be inferred
that 1T Lid any i to buing the wiiginator of the ides, the
trath buing that T had noticed it bioachal some 8 or 9 years
bofore in sone publication on Canada, in a letter written by
Mr. Willian Blliote of Sandwich, (then | believe member for
the County of Fasern g when 1 was so stiuch with it, that T was,
froue tiune tu time, nduced to mahe meawrauda on the subject,
fur future relerence,—od vie ol whali the following is the
sulstance.

“Mr. Bllite of Bundwich obscrves that maweh advantage to
the Western Distiict wonld be deiived, could a Canal be made

.,I wat the _/i/.\l ./:u/.' ::/' the Thaues to Lotk l;‘/'(’r, near the

Roamcey Pownship line 5 aud is ol opiniou, from information
obtained fiom othas, ail his s obseration, that this would
b practicable at an eapease teady tiding, compared with its
advantagzes, and the guandity of g Lnd that would be thereby
rechiued, awonnting to at least @ nnilion of acres ! Were the
Waters vinee wade to tahe this cowise, it would of itself soon
weat it to a leved witle Luhe e, aud theeely lower the waters
of Ldhe St. Clair, if not reduce it to a river.t Were this
clected, muchiof the Government and Cavada Company s lands
in Hharwich, Raldizly, Tilbary, Ruchester, and Maidston, would
be drained by ity bhesides e otiier land, which, withuut
soutething of the hiad buing doue, must rouain a Marsh, par-
ticwduly the fine plains at the wouths ol the rivers St. Clair
and Thames.”

My atteution having heen thas attracted towards a project
preguant with such great publichenelits, it had ever since been
mote ot less hept L view dwring my visits to the varivus
loclities alluded to; and, theugh unable o keep pace with
Mu, BlliotUs swecping concisious and sanguine expectatious,
T lad theichy bocume so satisfied ofy not ouly it feasihility, but
its certain utility and value as a public work, that I made
up my wind to pablish a fow deaudtory obsernvations inits favor,
but was long deterred from attempting it by the unsettled state
of the pulitical Lorizon.  The watter Tuving huwever been at
lengtie uneapectedly mooted by the Municipal Council of the
District, 1 determined wot to rua the risk of its merits not
buing properly appreciated, for want of cither suflicient prelime-
tiary data (such as T happoned to pussess) or my own huinble
testimony in its behalf.

ILaviug thus introduced the subjet, T neat proceeded to refer
to the letter? alluded to, (2 cupy of which is here annexed),

# It may be necessary to note that the reception which my letter met
with completely entingutshed any deswe to fultil the intention men-
tioned.

+ The level of Lake St. Clair is a little more than § feet above that
of Lake Erie.

+ The excellent letter above alluded to, was as follows: “Sjr,
Through the medium of your Juurnal, I beg leave to call tho attention
of Merchants and Traders to a subject of the greatest jmportance to
their interests,—a subject which was mooted at the last Session .of
the Manicipal Council of the Western District, and which bas for its
object thoe uniting of the waters of Lakes Erie and St. Clair, by means
of a Canal between the mouth of the River Thames and what is cailed
¢t Two Crecky,” in the Township of Romney, on Lake Erie. .'l‘he whole
distanco across in this dircction is 15 miles, and 23 chains and 46

”



