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among the Tartars. Several tribes of these barba-
rizns came over to the faith, with one of theit em-~
peros, as well as the Cumani on the river Danube.
The fourteenth century beheld the 1eligious eun-
Lightenment of the Lithuamans, with their priace
Wladislaus, and the spread of the gospel in Great
Tartary, where the atchbishop of Cambula and sia
suffragan- bishoprics were established by the
pope.(4) ‘The missionary Odoric baptised no
less than twenty thousand persons. In the fif-
teenth ceutury the gospel was announced with
great success among the people of Congo and An-
gola in Africa, and those of the Cauary Islands
were all instructed in the faith. Five and twenty
thousancd Jews were also converted, and a prodi-
gious number of schismatics reclaimed, by the
preaching of St. Vircent Ferrier. At this period
also a new era began to dawn, which was to be
equaily advantageous for the interests of comwmerce
and the diffusior. of the go:pel. As the campaigns
undertaken by the crusaders had prepared the way
for the Douminicans, and for Franciscan fathers
who have ever, siuce the 14th century, guarded
the holy sepulchre and announced the faith to the
neighbouring people, so did the warilime passage
to the Indies, opened by the Portuguese merchants,
and the discovery of Awerica by Christupher Co-
Iumbus aud Vespucius, enlurge immensely the
bounds of missionary enterprise. A few years af
ter these memorable events in navigation, [znatius
and his companions offered their vows at Mont-
martre, and devoted themselves without reserve to
the great work of announcing to heathen nations
the saving truths of the gospel. Svon did the
coast of Malabar and Coromandet resound with
the joyful tidings of salvation. It i8 computed
that &t Fiancis Xavier alone preached the fuith in
fiftytwo different provinces, and baptised a million
of converts with his own handsn India and Japan.
Nor were they converts who could be shaken in
their belief by worldly considerations. As late as
the year 1390, no less than twenty thousand of the
faithful suffered death for the cause of their reli-
gion. In the same ¢entury was the gospel carried
into Mexico, and from the year 1520 to 1540, six
millions of the inhabitants were reclaimed from
idolatry. South America also saw the heralds of
the gospel approach ber shores, and, though at

¢4) For many of tiie facis which we nave here enumera-
ted, wo_mnty quo.g the autharity of a recent wark, Lic His
Lery of Proleslant Missions, 2 vols. 4 o, published By Gouit,
Kaual! aod Llucoln, &ec., Bosios ; inwoduction, p. xvii-.
&c, where n brief anu parual outhine of missions i general
h1s been dmwn Ly the authors.  Amonget any onc of the
facys whichahey » ate regarding the nussous of Wi Catnouc
church would, if related In foll, show gronter nehisvements
for the causs of Christianity than all tho efforts of tho
Protestant eecta  St. Francis Xavier wlone caonverted mora
infidols than all the powerful and complex ipachinery of the
Protestant missionary ssablishinents combived. -

first the blood of these devoted men flowed in tor-
rents, their heroic perseverance ultimately reabized
the most splendid results. ‘T'hus was the church
adding to her conquests in the new weorld, and
doubly recruiting the numbers which were wicsted
from her by the Protestant teformation.  Her in-
defatigable missivnaries penctiated even into the
Clunese cmpite. By the publication of scienti.
woths on mathematical and astrvanvmical subyne:s,
Father Ricci and two otier Jesuus acquireu tavor
at the court of Pelun, and succeeded by this means
in converling a great number to the Catholie faith.
He was succeeded by Father Schall, who was ap-
pointed w several uffices of distinctior, and who
made his influcnce and learning subsuivient only
to the glory of God, and the salvation of souls. In
the seventeenth century the Jesuits were aided by
other religious orders in the propagation of the
faith in China, and notwithstaniing the persecu-
tious which were oceasionaily raised amongst them,
they spread the knowledge ot Christianity over
every portion of the empire. The same age also
witnessed the return to Caibolic unity ot several
schismatical pawriaichs and archbishops in the east,
with their respective clergy, while new missions-
ties of the Society of Jesus were bringing over to
the fuith the flerce tribes of XNoith Ameiican In-
dians. The most astonishing laburs were perform-
ed by them in Canada or New France, which, as
in other parts of the woild, nct only rescued thou-
sands from the errors of idolatry, but rendered the
most umportant services to science and hiteratuie.
{9) DBut the most admirable acliievement in the
cause of modern civilization and humanity, and
equally noauiable to religion, was the conversion
ot the wild inhabitants of Paraguay tn South Awme-
rica, who, after having put to ueath many of the
Jesuit fathers, at length yieldca wo the benefizent
views of these holy men, and became models of
Christian piety as well -as of every social virtue.
The Indians converted g2nd civilized by the Jesuits
in this district amounted to three bundred thou.
sand, ar.d the republic which they coastituted, so
justiy called by Muratori, ¢ Cliristendom the blest,’
endured for neatly one hundred and Lty years.(6)
But we cannot enter into details on this rapid out-
Line of the missions which have been successively
undertaken in the Catholic church ; our object has
been merely to link the past with the present, by
way of introducing our readers to a view of the
actual state of things.

All the missions were, as we have scen, in &
most flourishing state during the eighteenth centu-
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