THE. MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

219

children, one of whom, & lad of about
twelve years, wasilland muchemaciated..
I charged him with ecating dirt, which
he deniéd ; but he admitted that he some-
times drank rum and ved wine, A young
man:passing declared however that heate
dirt, and he then. adinitted the - truth;
This dirt-eating is 2 carious and very
injurious babit, Tn some cases it is
probably begun, to gratify a normal
craving caused by ill health. "Women
very often'fall into it. But -in o great
many cases it seeins to bo learned by
imitation. The Estates in this district
which lie along the foot of the Mountain
are more plagued with' dirt eaters than
those on the lower levels although from
being more healthy the opposite would
be expected: Thereason seems to be
that a species of soft blue stone is fonnd
by the streams which tempts to the habit
and encourages it at first when it needs
encouragement,; - When, _confirmed it
leads its victim to break u‘% pipe stems
and graveland eat them. When confined
in hospitals and denied these, they eat
the whitewash off the walls, .
We have here an illustration of the
danger of temptation -from facility of
aceess.  Soft pencil - stone conveniently”
near with the example of .a few eaters
leads others toeat till a fabit is formed—
a new want created,. a .disease exited—
which intensifies the craving till pipe
stems and whiteivash are not too strong
for the depraved desire. Wouderfully
alike is,the case of stvong drink. Wine
andmalt on the table. to create the
appetite, leadingon to ““all sorts ™ at the
bar—the mild leading to the malignant :
the temptation at home and-at taestzect
corner multiplying virtues, And theend
in both is the same, unless turned from
degradation and death. .
* Vet thohuman race.ds not a failure.
God’s Jove yeb broods overourlost world.
His cospel with ifs-matchless grace and
inimitable torality'broaght home to the
Heart by:the renewing spirit makes new
credtnres-ofthedegruded. “Whiile there-
fore Gﬁdfail_ms'ﬁpeh'slowly and there
are'many ‘thidgs Wo'know ‘not' yow aud
miay néver fully kb, thereis no ‘room
for doubt as toour duty to make knbwn
shegospel.  And-ultiniately-thd greatTe-
‘sultsiof redemption will doubtless far ex-
ceedourdargestihopestand transcend the
“Trighfest 3dsians-of ourdreams” .1 o
e el e noHN MORION.

* " Letter from Mr. Christie.
" Couva, May 13th, 82,
Dear Mr. Scott: )

Isend youa copy of the “Trinidad
Royal Gazette” in which you will find
s petition which is very in-
terestiug to us here. As you will see it
i from the Musselmans-of tho Island to
do away.with the Taziya. Thisis the
grand festival of the year among them,
and the Hindoos also join very largely in
it for the fun of the thing,

The fostival has several timeybeen re-
ferred to by thomissionaries in -writing
heme. The origin of it is quite fully de-
tailed by Gibbon in the chapters on
Mohammedani where he recounts
the pathetic story of the death of Husan.

This was the beginningy of the -schism
which still divides Mobawmmedanism.
The Arabs referred to in the petition, I
believe, are convicts banished from
Algeria to,the French convict station in
Cayenne or French Guiana,- and have
found'their way here. ’

The festival is kept up here on a grand
scale, and many of the shrines that they
make.and throw into the water are really
magnificent’ S

It i3 an anxioustime, however, for those
in authority, as the pesple are excitable
and difficulties have several times arisen
as to which Estete should {ake the pre-
cedence in the procession. Ten yeéars
ago there was a serious riot in Couva_in
whith two or threc Wwere 'killed and
many others were badly hurt. Few will
be sorry tasee thefestivalstopped. The
movement has started among them-
selves, . o . .

We ave pretty well now. Mrs C. has
begn hoving some fever and ague oc-
casionally, I am feeling stronger but
have to be careful aboutoverwork.

" The rainy season hag . set in.
fow days earliér thanbspal. . -

We réceived through Mis. Aorton the
gnrccl of ¢lothivg * froth the ladies of

United chrch, I do not know the name
of any of the officers of their society and
Yhatoto ask you to please convey to
them our. warmest thanks for their kind

ift.” T¢Was very accepfable and was
exactly whatwas wanted both in material

Ttisa

%ind in style.
. Yours, &c, . .
. ' ol ";'1‘,'1_&5. Cx{xmg:m.
..Subjoined g o copy of tht ahove nnm.
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