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A SERM~ON TO MI1)DLE.AGED PROS-
PEROUS MEN.

BY ILEV. JOHN BICNEIL.

"«And Jacob was loft alono."-Gone8s xxxii.
24-3*?

I amn not going to enter into the c'sntro*
versy as to, wiletliur this Pomewvhat late-dated
event iu Jacob's biptoi y le reaiiy the date of
hie conversiss. 1 dIo sont see that t:iere 1e
any great profit iu it. For m-yiseif, 1 rpther
thînk that at Hethel hae M.ot a sight of thing8
that stever ieft huns-tisat at Bethel lie Eaw
the, Unseen and tihe Eternal wirh hie own
eyes ; ndi ziiltsgb afterwards he dsd not

g reatly grow in gracea;nci greatly grow in
Ï~nov1ege of G -d, eulhbis eyes never agaîn
altogether elosed. But wvbat I an sure that
we arc ail isgreed about ip thim, that if ever
G;od's; pssrpue for .lucob, and iZ ever fiod'e
purposes throughi Jacobs lie were to be
realîzedi and carried forivard 'vitis success,
then this Jacoib muiL be inade a %,irtbier
cliantiel tnrouigl which the-le purposes were
te work and flow.

eome' ires we an vertise serm*onr ta cidvers.
I do not tbink that I e,.er eaw a germon ad.
vertisesi ta oid mnon. But I amn sure 1neyer
saw a eermion advertised to niiddle-aged men
-for thnBe whn have lie» eome ýt-vcnty or
tbirty veara in the dlin andi luriy-buriy of
life. 71 'or those wvho, like Jacob, have bec»,
ini the main, gett fng on. i3y fair. .reane or
f-bul yon have got on. Yèu bave -net denied
the faith. You have not become an infidel.
Y.su have nsst wiiy yielded yourss-lf ta the
%%ci Id ; neither have yusu wvholy yieided
ynurself Up, lioiy andi seul andi spirit, t n the
aitar of entire consecratisin, any amore thau
Jacob>. Ah ! it lins a thrilling, personmi in-
teresbq, I sssy, esFpecisslly tsi nasddle-agect, to>
elderly or te ssgeissg, prosperous, meus.

Let us take a ioulk at thes lonely Jacob.
See him therti ! Ail lus cornpaîsy have gane.
H-e bias tic mie-t bis brother osn the mort ow ;
it lins piuuged Iiiim into a staste of prssfound
concprn. fle bas stent forward a present te
appeas-e his brother's wvratb. 1le expects
that Esau is comung tapon hinm : harging
uiowas upon lmi like tihe wo'lf on
the fold ; but ho hopeq tisat by ther time lie

1 thuusk, to-bring titis lesson home to my- bias hrs'ken through tisese presentat *ions bis
self nd borne te tis people, that this ip 'vrith 'viii be appeased. lie ha.-ppa that he
somewhat tihe angle of incidence. Look at ývil bave smotheresi Esati% v'raah by fling-
thuit ioneiy mani there. Just try to thîm.k of ina7 tpon sucb an abundatice of the.things a.
him. Now ble net, altcsgetlier ua bad man. 'vii please hlm, foi hie knew Eaan as weli as
Sometimnes we fait fîsul of him grievously. if he Ilivé.d w-ith hlm. He bcdt walke d rouncà
and wve have no milder word for hlm than about Esîau, andi took lits me surement long
"«swinIcer,-" "hypocrite," "artful dodger,1 asgo ;andi ha bas a slireçvd idai1 that thase
and s0 on. Well. sae as. Thee wae a preFente 'viii tell upssn Esan if ;wsything "viii.
grent deal of c'.y iniimu. He wastoa geat Herew~e ba'e Ilim sittingÉ quietly alone.
extent of the earth, eartby. Ani yet lie 'vas Tliey have ail gosse asuoss the brosîk, ansi lie
nat ail dlay. There wert glei a of szoid 1" JUist gniisg aîter thsem wlien lie site down
amoag the dirt andi rubhieli. W'by, sea bow qUietly andi thusals, as9 T wis yssu, iay nuis-
ha inved ; and I bave il%% ays a great hope of die-agesi fris-ssc. ansd ais elf, aasi as I wish
a man wlo can love. Sa lias Gosi. Sets the us ai to ait clown quietiy and think.. Let;
gteat,big, burstiag lieart that lie isas belsind iaomory bring "-ut or past years ail that p sst

ail hie suliplens and craft andi crinningi1 years contaill. And iqj nat t'ii the staite of
There buiesi in lia that one pure, briglit the caue with a gond i any of us? Let iis
thing-ie lovesi lis Rsei 'vitli au ;ntense tslk ta aur sailsi let us commune la the
love. Sea what it lad ta ! See ichat lie Io elilecsa nsi the salditucie osf a tihae like
underwesst ta secure lus litart's desire ! See tbiq, wiii ail Londlon tbs-re, n ta speak,
hlm, tougb andi wiry andi weather-beattn. as acrossthe hirok on aLlier side osf Snnday, and
witb splendid iadiigsatinn lie 1if ta his face ourseive8 upan this Ion, ly, ei litary.side.
into Lab;ine* andi virtiiiy *ays . "For ail Lt ns commune witb aur own bearte anc&
these yengrs tise dratsgbt cansumei ina by sc bom, ve stasi in the eqight of Goi. Andi
day, auad the frssst c .nsuimed nia by îsiglst. ,is not this tisa case-that yuu and I are
Wliateveà sbmondatsih~iatssg ouuai ta say, "Weilu, usslctubtedly I
I hasi not leu vutr servant -as thongis h asa gs>t on, andi I hase kept up a cbaracter
I 'vas accutinable for iL. Wiîatever ssent anl surtdit ana reputatimn iams>îag men. Lamn.
astr.,y I smade irsvalf resp.,neible for , andi kîsosn as beinu s.%ga,.;ios andi astute down'
yau knaw lisw yen, usesi me:. ratber yen la the city. 1 tai not kuawn as a tisorougli.
kaca, hast you abusaei nie." AUl thirougli pacesi blockguard, as sanie anre 'd.scvn there.
tise vvas iii hast a mix ura; but tliat aiixed No ; I hase &,..t flang away the faith ; I lîàve
condition sas nust aliawyed ta ta hast. it must nat made i4hipwreck of a gaîss conscience.
nat lia aliowed any further te continue. 'Ha The most that me» cau say of me is that 1
le very much lika ourselves, le lie mot'? arn pretti7nearý; andi that-you neei te risa'
SanieLimes wa asivertise serinons ta yrbung:. eariy te lie up before me, ansi you neesi te.
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