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STATUTE LABOR.

Manitoha municipalities are now
sznding out notices of statute labor
requirements for the current year.
Two or three progressive municipall-
ties dave abandoned this wasteful
plan of road improvements, but tho
great majority still hold to this old
and misarable custom of statute la-
bor. This statute labor as generally
carried out s largely a loss of iabor.
It I8 simply n p.an for putting in
time to the least possible advantage.
I nne half thie amount were expended
in cash under efflcient and systemat-
ic direction, the result would be vast-
Iy greater.

THE STIKINE ROUTE.

The Edr.onton board of trade has
issued a lengthy clrenlar “to the peo-
ple and press of Canada,” dealing with
the Stikine route railway contract,
and the question of routes to the Yu-
kon. Tue circular attacks the con-
tract very vigorously. There are
some good points in the circular, par-
ticularly the objections to granting
land in ald of the proposad rablway.
The Commercial has always strongly
oppos2d grants of land under any con-
sideration. At the same time, it is
very doubtful if any geod can be ac-
complished by the publication of this
eircular. The Stikine routo rallway
question has now degenerated into
the position of a straight party fight,
and it will be carrled throngh on this
bagis. Aslde from the-guestion of the
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contract, The Commercial cannot see
that it Is necessary to oppose the
Stikine route in order to advoeate an
interior route.

e o s

OUR LEAD INDUSTRY,

The editor of the IKootenajan is pub-
hishlng o series of articles on lead min-
ing in British Columbla. e points
out that owing to the high tariff
charged on lead going into the United
Statas, we cannot ship lead to that
country, and at present we have no
narket at home, cousequently thoe
smeltmg of lead ores is out of the ques-
tion. ‘Dhe duty on lcad ores goingy
into the United States ts lower shan
on the lead, and ot present the ores
of the Xootenay mines are shipped to
the Tnited States for smelting fivst
aund afterwards for sale. But evenon
this basis the lower! grade mines cun-
not be profitably worked, while the
presence of silver perinits the work-
mg of the higher grade ores for ship-
ment to the Caited Statos on a profit-
able bvasis. *

The Kootenaian claims that the
noine market is not avallable “because
o! our low duty on lead and lead prod-
ucts, wlich admits foreign lead and
lead manufactures comparat.vely
free.”” The Kootenajan thinks we
should advance the auty to such an
cxtent as to shut out foreign lead. Yoi-
lowing up this Hoe it says:

“The question naturally follows:
Can Canada consume the product of
ner lead mines ? : The official stat.stics
g.ven out by the department of Trade
and Commerce show the consumption
ol leagt m bar, sheet, white lead and
lead manufacvures to be atont 25,000
tons per annum. The Jead Lutput of
Canada for the year 1897 was approx-
nnately 18,000 tons, 7,000 tons short
of the cousnmption. 1t is true that
the establ shment of factories to sup-
ply the demand for lead products wouid
require time, but there is already a
Canadiin market for 8,000 tous of pig
ltad, none of which is now supplied by
Canadian mines, and the comparative-
Iv eany  establishment of correding
works would make a market for 6,000
tons more for the manufacture of lead
pa nts,  Ou the immediaty or any fu-
ture surphis we would be at no great
er disadvantage, so far;as the United
States market 15 conceruned, than we
are at the present time.  Eighty »er
cent of the output could be almost im-
mcdiately utilized in Canada.” . :

The Commercin] is not prepared to
advocate this proposed inereaso in the
duty on lcad. It involves o very ser-
ious question and one which should be
very cavefully Jooked into before any.
sucl advance is made. At the same
time the great importance of doing
cvery thing within reason to secure the
development of our mineral resources,
makes the question one worthy of cou-
wideration. While, therciore, The Com=
mereial Is not in possession of sufficient
intormation to lead to any definite
conclusions, we present tho magter for
the consdderation of those interested.
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FORT WILLYAM.

m————

Tung CoMMERCIAL VISITS THE ELE-
VATOR Towx.

The “LElevator Town"” it s often
termed. It might with equal justico
be called a ratlway town, & sawmill
town, o fakeport town, for all of these
are factors that are comb.aing with
the gragn trade to build up a thriving
mdustrial community. TFort Willlam
is thriving, and it {5 also very progres-
uve.,  During the past year by-laws
were paseed authorizing the expendl-
ture ol inoney to establsh an elecerie
Ight plant and waterworks, both o
be mumeipal property and to be aper-
ated by vhe town. Tius s not only
progresgive, it is eminently a  wise
move, for a young town to take steps
to control the valuable public fran-
clises forr its own benefld, aud not al-
low them to pass into the hands of
any prsvate individuals,  Tho electrie
plant of Fort Willlam has been install-
ed, and temporarily the power for gen-
cratang cleesric crergy will be steam,
but 1t ik expected tnat in the near
future, when Mr. Jennikon's company
lor utdlizing the water power of Kaka-
beka falls is in operation, that this
will take the place of steam. 'The pro-
jeet referred to, of develop ng power
uom the falls has now passed thie pre-
proliminary stage and it is presumed
that the company now; moving m the
matter wili soon cstablishe & powear
which when transmitted to the town
will create a small revolution. it
ix also expected than manufacturiug
interests will be attracted west by the
same means.

The proposed  wagerworks  system
will be commenced the coming season.
The source of supply will be vhe lake
on the top of Mount MceKay, from
which water will be conducted down
the mountain and under (on over) the
river to supply the town, Sufficient
quantity for all possible needs can be
obtalned and the elevation gives a
most adequate pressure. In fact a
more perfect nagural reservoir could
hardly be found.  And the most prom-
Inent feature of the landscape near
the town on the Kam, will also have
an economic importance.

The three enormous storing and
slupping grain elevators of tha C. P.
R. company will be somewhat casy
Into the shade by the steel stor-
age plant now being erected for the
company &t the west end of the yards,
This additional plant is required to
nmeet. the growing grain trade and
tite new storage system is expected to
be a considerable advantage in saving
and otherwise. A description in de-
wil hasaieady appeared in The Com-
merceial.  The enterprise of the C. V.
R. is shown in thus preparing facili-
tles for the better lhandling of the
gread staple product of the west.

T a westerner the town of Iort
Whliam_ is a peculiarly interesting
place. It 15 interesting at the preseut
for have e not almost a proprietory
claim on those great elevatc s from
which the town frequently ets an
epithet? At least we have a very
lively interest In the stream of golden
grain that pours into and through
those clevators and out agaln as boat
alter Dont receives its preclous cargo
of more real worth than the wealth
of Ini—~beg pardon, Kiondike!)—Fort
Willinm s interesting to westerners,
too, Trom Its future possibllitics, Al-
roady it Is no dream that this town
shall break a lance with Winnipeg In
rivalry for the wholesale jobbing trade
of the wegtern emplre.  Already tho



