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A CARELESS PRACTICE

The attention of The Commercial
has been caijled to the carcless prac-
tico now quite largely in vogue of
sending around eamplo packages of
patent medicines to private residences
without taking any precaution to pre-
vent tho samples from falling jnto the
hoands of young children. The usual
custom s sfmply to throw theo pack-
ages into the doorway, where they.
arc left to be plcked up by the first
observer, and in households where
there are children §t will usually be
tho chifdren who will discover the
samples. Sometimes the samples axe
handed to Httle toddlers who may he
about the gate or yard, when the
deuvery is made. In one.casec under
obscrvatioft, a package coutulning
threo kinds of medicine was hianded to
a child got more than three years of
age, sl part of the contents of the
packago wus in the form of two or
threo plils, which looked very wmuch
liko little candies, and therefore very
tempting o o cnfid.  Another pack-
ago ‘contained soveral worm loganges,
put up like candies, and 3aid to be
as pleasant to tho .taste as candles,
one of which was safd to bo a dose for
a large tnild.  As these worm losen-
gos usually contain  very puwerful
drugs, it was certainly a gross picoe
of caxclesaness 1o leave them within
the reach of mere bables, and that
unknown to apy adult momber of tho
ltouachold,

THE COMMERCIAL
PATERNAL RUSSIA

Wo English  speaking people are
apt to hiear very little about the
Ruslan government of o favorahe na-
ture. The popular belief iy that the
governmeut I8 o crusfilng despotism,
employed muinly 1o grinding down the
people.  Oceaslonanlly, however, items
of news are wmade public which are of
a morp favorable nature. Tha Rus-

. siun governmant is not without enter-

pris¢ outside of merely military mat-
tars, and several of {ts enterprises
which havo xeceutly been spoken of
in the preds, pertain to the material
advancement of the Ruasian  people.
Latoly we huave lheard cousiderable
about the great rallway which the
Russfun governmeat is building acroes
Stberin, and which will open up a vast
and rich territory. The popular ldea
about Siberia belug a frosen waste, 18
gradually befug digpelled. Whlie the
northern portion is c¢old, rocky and
barren, there is o vast reglon, pos-
sessing a rich sofl, where farming oun
be carried on to good advautage, so
far as the natural conditions are con-
ovrned. If this vast country were
opaaux! up fwly, it would almost
Joubte the wheat lands of the world,
availble for the commercial pro-
duction of wheat.

The Russian government lns
glven much attention to Canada, and
naturally so, as Canada in many res-
peets rosembles Sivarla in its sold,
ciimute and regources. The coustruc-
ton of our grcat transceatinental
ral.way was watched and reported up-
on by agents of tip Ruwian govern-
mntt, and no doubt the great develop-
ment which has agtended the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way, has largely influenced the Rus-
:lun government to push the Siberi-
an rad way ahead. .

Now we learn that the Russian gov-’

crnment {8 buyiug seed grain in Can-
ada, for Siberin. Professor Saunders,
dircetor of the Dominion experimental
faruw, who was recentyy in Winn-
peg, suys that as a result of the visit
of a commissfoner of agriculiture from
Russia, who fnspected the country
during the suminer, the governemnt
of that country has ordered ten tons
of cliojee seed grain from the Dominjon
cxperimental farms, to be shipped to
Viadivostock, in Siberia, and to be dis-
tributed among the farmers there, {n
the hope of fmproving the grade of the
wlheat of that territory. From ane
other source it is reported that the
Russinn government have been buy-
ing sced grafn in Eastern Canada, for
distribution to tho farmers of that
great empire. This certainly in-
dicates that there fs something pater-
nal about the Ruselan government.
The question of interest to our woest-
orn farmers s, the effect which wiil
be produced in the grain markete of
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the world by the opeuing up of the
vast black, soil districts of Siberia.
Notwithstanding tho .recent govern-
ment rallway extension in Siberla,
however, that country is a long way
bebind Canada in its facllitifes for
hamdling and shipping grain, and thero
need be no immediate feax of an fnun-
dation of Stberian wheat.
——

EXPERIMENTAL FARMS

Professor Saunders, director of the
Dominjon experimental farms, recently
returned from o western trip, during
which lio visited the government
farms at Brandon, Man.,, and Indian
Head, in Assinfboia territory. He
gives the following report of the yield
of grain crops at theso farms  this
yeax: RN

At andon the record of the ylelds
for the season were, per acre; Wheat,
23 to 40 1-2 bushels; oats, 39 to 78
bushels; bartey, 36 to 46 bushel-; peas,
88 to 4€ bushels; and at Indlan Head,
wheat, 25 to 42 bushels; oats, 50 to
101 bushels; barley, 49 to 77 bushels;
peas, 20 to 45 bushels. ; As to the ex-
peritments ot stubble and summer fal-
low tho results were very noticeable,
the yleld on the formier yanging from
20 to 25 bushels per acre, while on
the latter it advauced to from 30 to
40 bushels per acre. The crops in
the Northwest, as a whole, are said
t¢ bo the best barveSted for many
years, and especially {.. {1he Indian
Head district, where the average yle.d
of wheat will ho about 30 bushels
per acre, ag computed by good judges.”

COMPLIMENTARY REFERENCE

The Toronto Shoe and Leather Jour-
nal says: *“In connection with the
new tariff The Commercial, of Winnji-
peg. has mado a departure that wiil
prove of great value to every business
office receiving that journal, and that
will win for it the praise of all its sub-
scribars and advertisers. It Is a com-
plete reproduction of tlie official copy
of the new tariff, gotten up in a
neat book forw, of a size that is very
convenient for the desk or to be huny
ol the wall.”

We may add that an extra suppiy
of the pamphlets were printed, aud
all new cash subscribers will receive
2 copy, while they last.

PLOWING IN MANITOBA

Our illustration this week is a plow-
fng ecemc. While the common long
plows arc largely used, a good many
sulky and gang plows are also used,
and on some of ouwr large farms a
string of teamns may be seen at this
geason following cach other around
awdd around an immense stubble field.
It scems tedious work, even with a
three furrow gang plow, to tumn over
the soil, owlng to tho large area




