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liko St. Paul, he replied that the traflic in the
Intter city was divided among eight or ten
reads, while ours was confined to the C.I.R.

Tho chairman.—Do you think that reduced
local freight and passenger ratés would have
any cffect in increasing the traflic?

Mr. Ashdown.~1I think decidedly that if
Mr. Van Horne had carried out the policy ho
snnounced, the population of this country
would have beon vastly in excess of what it 13
to-day. e stated that the C,P.R. company
would carry fuel at cost; settlers’ grain ata
mero shade over cost; *‘and then, gentle-
men,” he added, speakiug to members of the
board of trade, * you may expect to pay o
fair figuro on your merchaundise.”

The questions having been repeated whether
in his opinion, if there wero lower local rates.
there would be considerably more trafiic and
considerably more freiglt business, Mr. Ash-
down answered, **1 think so, decidedly.”
He went on to say thac not only were the
rates too high, but the service was defective,
Coal oil had been held at Calgary two weeks
awaiting shipment; and it was a conmumon
thing on branch lines tohave ordinary freight
lying for a woek. In conclusion the board of
trade charged the C,P.R. company with hav-
ing put in force nxd continued on the west-
ern division through the whole country from
Fort William to thd Rocky Mountainsa sealo of
chargos on merchandise, building wmaterial,
fuel, produce and everything carried by it,
incoming and outgoing and from point to
point within the country, altogether too high
and out of all proportion to the charges for
tho same service in other parts of Canada, ¢x-
copt, possibly, British Columbia. Owning
and operating a road built with the money of
Canada and intended to be operated in the
intorests of the Canadian people, it had in the
matter of charges greviously injured our
peoplo and seriously retarded the progress of
the West. This board of trade had time and
again called attention to this without effect.
It now asked that the governmont should find
and put in force a romedy.,

Financial and Insurance Notes.

The insuarnce cotupanies in Manitoba con-
template increasing premiums 5 por cent, in
view of the provincial tax which 13 to be im-
pused on all companies after the expiration of
this year.

The Pilot Mound Sentinel says: ¢ Mr.
Dow, administrator for the estate of Wm.
Lang. completed the claim papers for Mr,
Lang's life insurance in the Great West Life
AssuranceCo, last Friday, and the cheque
for tho money was remitted on ‘Luesday.
‘Ihe Great West Lifo Assuranco Co. is grow-
ing in popularity in Manitoba.

The Quebee provincial government is
woving in the matter of regulating the
mutual benefit insurance socities. It is pro-
posed to compel such socities to present
annual reports to the government, and they
will be restricted in other ways, with the ob-
et of proventing them f{yum making two
rash proniises to their members.

Grain and Milling Matters,

W. A, Hastings, of Montreal, presidentof
the Lake of the Woods Milling company, was
it Winmpeg last week, He stated he was
here principally to lay out some spring work,
as 1t is the intention of the company hoe said
to build thirteen elevatorsin the province and
to rrituries next spring to meet the increasing
demands for grain storage facilities. Six of
these will have a capacity of 40,000 bushels
vach, six others will be capablo of holding
from 10,000 to 16,000 bushels each, and one
of them wall be a large recciving clevator
located at some central point. It1s probable
the largest one will bo at Portago la Prairie,

where the company have a mill, Ho said:
Onr exports this year to Newfoundiand are
greater by ten times over last geason.

Dow & Curry have erccted a_grain warve-
house near their oatmeal mitl at Pilot Mound,
Man,

During his recent visit to Winnipeg W
W. Ogilvio said: *Wehave decided te build
six now elevators in Manitoba in the spring.
Owing to the increase of the grain production,
the opening up of now stativus and new disx-
tricts makes this necessary.”

The Neopawa Register says  **'I'liose hav-
ing stock in tho I‘armers’ Elevator are
becoming apprehensive lest they loso all the
money invested and the probabilities ave. if
the necessary stock is not soon <ubseribed,
this wiil assuredly happon. ‘The present in-
dications are that the whole affanr will pass
into the hands of the present manager, John
Crawford,

British Grain Markets.

The London Miller uf Decomber 4 hins the
follow ing veview of the courseof British wheat
markets during November:

The wonth's trade began on the Ist with a
dull market at theBaltic, and 19s 6d accepted
for cargoes of No, 2 red winter wheat on pass-
age. On the 2nd, at Liverpool, 4s 3d per
cental was accopted for red winter arrived,
and 43 10d for Californian,  'T'rade was flat.
On the 8rd. at the Baltic, No. 2 Calcutta
wheat on passage made 21s per qr.  Business
was quiet but steady. On the 5th November
Mark Lane showed a trifling tmprovement in
English wheat at 64 advance from October's
closing prices.  On the Gth, at the Baltic, 61
advance was made on red winter cargoes,
which, at 209, wore in better request than on
tho 1st; they had been at 19s 6d per qv. On
the 7th, at Liverpool, 4s Gd was paid for red
winter, and 4s 11d for Californian, being a
penny per cental vise from the 2nd. On the
9th the market was still slightly in seliers’
favor. and at the Baltic 20s 8d was paid for
red winter, TFor Californian 21s 94 was paid.
On the 12th, at Mark Lane, any new English
wheat in a dry conaition wes worth fully is
advance, but owing to the flooded state of the
country such samples wero very scarco. A
rise of fully 6d per qr. was admitted on
American wheat and tlour.  On the i8th,
Liverpool was decidedly strong, the news
from American pointing to a very large home
use of wheat,  Accordingly, we find that {s
9d demanded for red winter, and 3s 1d for
Californian. being a rise of 8d to 4d yer
centol on the eleven days. On the 1dth, the
Baltic was strong, and 21s was paid for No. 2
red winter, 25s for Californian., 24s 9d for
Australian, and 22s for No, 2 Caleutta, On
the following day red winter cavgoes were
hold for 22s, but 2Is 61 was the best offer.
On the 16th, Liverpool was firm, but prices
made no further advance. The country
markets ou the 17th were generally 1s deaver
for English wheat ; a few, including Reading,
were 25 dearer.  Mark Lane on tho 19th
quoted 1s advance on all sorts of wheat, and
6d improvement on all descriptions of flour
except top-price; a rise o ls 6d on maize
helped wheat. Liverpool on the 20th was
strong and 1s 11d was made for No. 2 red
winter.  On the 21st, the Baltic was also in
sollers’ favor; 21s 9d was wmade No 2 red
winter, 25s for Californian, and 24s 6d for
hard Manitoba. The new Argentine crop
was offered for February shipment at 21s 64
per qr., and tho new Australian crop for
January shipment at 24s 9d per qr.  On the
28rd, at Liverpool, 3s 8d was paid for arrived
Californian. This was about the Lest prico
of the month, The markots of the 24th were
stationery, but London on the 26th was weak
and a little inclined to go back. On tho 27th,

at Liverpool, s 104 was arropted for red
wintar and 63 24 for Californian, and at the
** Baltic ' the prices taken for cargoes at the
end of tho month were 21s 8d for red winter,
21s 6d for Cali.otnian, 218 6d for No, © Cal-
cutta, and 21s 8d for hard Manitoba wheat.

Nevember has boan o month of flooding
raing. The weather i1as been pleasant on the
whole, for the heavy rainfall left n ight
patches of sunshino botween the tropical
showers, and sinco the 17th the downpours
have for the most part ceased,  Threshings,
however, have been discouraged, and farmers’
dehiveries have been much under un average.
‘The death of the Czar at first strongthened
tho markets, ns it was regavded as removing
an important guarantor of Eiropoan peace
But the new Emporer has started his reion
under such excellent augaries. that all poli-
tical inflnences have “een withdrawn from
holders’ side of trade. The impressson, none
the less, remains that Nuvember has not
only seen value at its lowest, but has wit-
nessed the first upward stop. ‘Thelast three
days of the month were not strong, but the
riso made between the 10th and the 28rd was
not materally modified.

The New Cabiuet.

Mr. Bowell his been called upon to form a
new government, as successor to the late Sir
John Thompson. The new cabinet has been
announced a3 {ollows :

Houn., Mr. Bowell, premier and president
of the council.

Hon. Mr. Foster. minister of finance.

Hon, Mr. Costigan, ministor of marine and
fisheries,

Sit A. P, Caren, postinaster general,

Sir C. H. Tupper, minister of justice.

Hon, Mr. Haggart, minister of railways
and canals.

Hon. Mr, Oumnet, minister of public works.

Hon. Mr, Angers, minister of agriculture

Hon. My, Ives, minister of trade and com-
merco.

Hon, Mr. Daly, minister of tho interior.

Hon, Mr. Patterson, minister of militia.

Hon. Mr. Dickoy, secretary of state,

Sir Prank Smith, Dr. Montague, M. P..
and the Hon, Donald Ferguson without port-
folios.

Mr. Fostor will be tho leader in the House
of Commons,

British Grain Trads

The Mark Lane Express of December 17,
in its weekly review of the British grain
trade, says: * English wheats have beon 6d
and foreign 1s lower owing to large arrivals
of Russian and Indian prcducts, California
wheats are quoted at 203, hard Manitoba at
215 9, and No. 2 red winter at 223 8d. Bar-
leys have been firm, corn 3d chedper. and oats
quiet. ‘To-day wheatscontinue weak. Barley
and corn dropped 8d.  Oats are in buyers’
favor and flour is slow of sale, Linseed drop-
ped Gd.»

Pork Facking and Provisions

The supply of hogs continues liberal, and
current offeringssomewhat in excessof prvail-
ing expectations.  Tho western packing ve-
turns for the week show a total of 533,000,
compared with 470,000 the preceding week,
865,000 last year, and 380,000 two years ago
—making a total of 2.890,000 since Novem-
ber 1, against 1,675,000 a year ago, an in-
creaso of 1,215.000  In the early portion of
the week prices were wel: sustaired, but
toward the close were moderately reduced,
the general average for prominent markets
at the clcse being about 1Ucents per 100 lower
%mn ils‘\'eak ago.—Cincinnati Price Current,

ec. 13,



