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of Hamilton during the threv weeks' cumpaign
of June, 1866. Being a Briton, I suppoae I
have a Briton's right to grumble, aud you will
please excuso mo if I take advantage and grow}
a littlo at things in general,

*To commence, then, at tho beginning, we
wero roused by ringing of fire-bolls and firlng
of camon at about 6 a.mn., on the morning of
Friday, June 1st, 1866. On nssembling at the
Dreill-ghed, wo found that the Fenfung bad crogs-
ed in considerable numbers during the night,
and that wo were to go of to meet them, and to
accomplish this wo set off on the curs at sbout
10 o’clock, our destination betng unknown, but
supposed to be somewhere about Fort Erie.
Most of us had a husty breakfast before we
Teft, but afow had not. At about 3 p. m. we
andfved nt Dunnville, on the Grand Trunk Rail-
way, and were there bitletted for the night,
awd enfoyed n pretty good dinner at our re-
spective billets. At about 6 p.m. the alarm
sounded, and in a very short space of time we
worv again on the cars, en route for Yort Col-
borne, or somewhere in that direction, On
arriving] at Port Colborue, atj about 9 o'clock,
we found the Queen’s Own, of Toronto, alrendy
there. They being billetted on the village,
getting anything to cat was out of the question,
80 wo made oursclves as comfortuble as pos-
sible on.the cars all night, In themorn-
ing, owing to the indefatigable exertions of our
gallant Major, our preseat Colonel, we obtain-
ed o slight quantity of food—about o loaf of
bread between four or five, a red herring, and &
biscuit or two. About 4 o'clock am, we left
for Ridgaway, aud ,there took part in the short
conflict koown as tho skirmish of Lime Ridge.
As there are a number of opinions about ¢ that
fight,* 1 will pass it over. However, we came
back to Port Colborne, and took possession of
a school-house as & temporary barracks, where
we tried to make ourselves comfortable for the.
night, and snatch a few hours® sleep,not having
had any of any consequence since Thursday
aight, About 12, midnight, we were roused
out, but soon dismissed, having been warned
that'we would have to assemble again at 3 a.m.
At 3 accofdingly we again fell in. By this’
time a detachment of ladies and gentlemen
from Hamilton had arrived, bringing with them:
a supply of creature comforts in the way of
bread and mest and tea and coffee. These
were served out to us as we stood, being, for
the most part, the first food since dinner at
Dunnville the afternoon previous, with the ex-
ception of tho bread and herring before men-
tioned.

Tho Queen’s own, and other Volunteers, who
came pouring in from all directions, left for the
scene of action of the day previous, and we
were left to garrison Port Colborne.

Al I said before, wo were quartered in a
school-house-—not & very large one—to the
number of 350 men of all ranks. ‘Tho desks
and scats had not been removed, and they oc-
cupied sbout half of the available space. To
one wing was allotted the upper part, and to
the other the ground flat. One blanket per
man was gerved ouc.  On Sunday afternoon we
were served out with aration of bread and meat
and coffee.  For a couple or more days mid-
night alanug were the order, we being roused

from o broken rest on the soft gide of a plank,
for a bed wus out of the question, and fullen in
outside, sid being undur arwus for a few min-
utes, wo were then dismissed, ond agoin trivd
to sleep,  ‘This was the enprice of some une, 1
cannot say’ who, as there was really no neces-
sity for it; nad 1 do not think that regular
goldiers were ever trented in that fashion,

Port Colborne, as sowe of your tundurs may
know, ira very low, mgr hy place, the sotl bee
ing mostly a peat bwg, vad our barracks was
erected on propably the most mamhy spot in
tho loeality The parade ground was a small
picee of ground In front of the schuol-house,
and consequently a very shaky place, the vitim-
tion of the carth being quite pereeptiblent o
distanco of 100 yards from the parade,

As to wnshing nccomwmodations, which ure
very necessary to o soldicr, patticularly to those
situated as wo were—having to sleep inour
clothes and on the floor. There was, of course,
the lake; but as that was o considerable dis-
tance from the barracks, we had to perforin our
ablutions in & small stream in front of our
quarters, about three feet in width, and two to
three inches in depth. Of course, in a very
short time it beenme very dirty,as the fall was
barely sufficient to cuarry off the water. We,
however, uccasiormlly had & bathing panule,
which in somo measure made up for the de,
ficieucy of water.

Then, a8 to messing , we messed by cow-
panies in the upen air, on tables constructed of
hoands, which wo contiscated to our use for the
time being. In this particular, no change for
the better was made during eur stay.  For pro-
visions we had salt pork—not too lean—and
bread; with occassionnlly potatocs, andgfor the
first two or threo days o glass of beer per man
Latterly we had fresh meat and butter for our
bread ; this was for dinner.  For breaktast amd
supper we hiad to content ourselves with bread
and tea or coffee.

As to gunrds, &c.; that was what we felt
most, and about which we had really good cause
to grumble. On Monday or Tursi y,4th or
5th, we were reinforced by the Oslawa and
Greenwood companies of Yolunteers, who were
billetted on the town, and who, together with
the gallant Welland  Field Battery, mised our
effective force to about 400 men fit for service ;
a number being in l_nospiml from the combined
effects of fatigue, diarrhan, and other kindred
complaints, brought on by the suni-barbarons
mode of living, and the miasmatic influences of
the locality ; but of this force we had to furnish,
on an aveange, between 90 and 100 men for
guard ench day, and 2 picket of 50 men every
knight. The picket was fallen in at about 9
o'clock in the cvenmng, and sent off to scour
the woods in atl directavns, at times up o their
knees in mud or slush. It would return at
about 3 pm. To give an iden of how often
on¢’s turn came for guard, let me citc my own
case, which was by no means an excoptional
onc. I was put onat 10 o'clock in the morn-
ing, and came off at 10 nextmorning; I attend-
ed the various parades with the exception of
the Adjutant’s, aud was warned for picket that
night; next worning warned for guard again.
This happened to me twice, and to many three
or four times, In addition to this, the usual
routine of fatigucs, navvying, &c., wineh every
soldier knows all about.  So much for gueed
duty. .

Rousc sounded at three a.m  Having fallen
in, roll was crlled, and we shivered for an hour
or more,snd were then dismissed.  ‘L'he parades
during the day were a3 follows :—Ist, parade at
rouse ; 2nd, Adjutants’ parade, at 10 8. m |, 3rd,
Commanding Officers’ parade, at 2 p va | orea-

0

 sionally » bathing parde and roll cadl at 7 p.

. We wero ordered to sleop in our «luthes
and accoutrements, and one tifles beskde us, &
as to be rendy nt o moments notice—and ths
greater proportion did so,

About the lust week of our stay some tents
were erceted for our accomaedation, which, to
zome eatent, velieved the 0\'('r('mw({h\g of the
barracks, and were a much more pleasant sleep-
thZ apitment,

Wo were, for tho greater part of the tame,
confined to barracke, but Intterly ono wing was
atlowad out in tho worning after parade, and
the vther in the afternoon,

I bavoe trivd, Mr. Editor, to lay before your
renders a short account of how wo fared. It
any other battalion or company underwent as
many hardships or did such heavy duty, T think
(nlways detluring to your judgmeut) we would
like to have o siilar sccount.

Apologising for occupying so much of your
valuable space, and wishing you and your puper
OVOry BUCCCSS,

I remnin, yours truly,
.

Tothe Editor of The Volunteer Revlew,
. Otrawa, 28th Feb., 1867.

Ma. Eptron,—It was with meluncholy plens-
ure that [ yusterday witnessed the funeral of
o gunncre of No. 2 Buttery, Provisional Brigade
or Qurrison Arctillery. “f'he men composing the
firing-rarty were wost soldier-like in appear-
aticy, and the remainder of the funsral cortege,
composed of members of the Field Battery,
Garrison Batteries and Civil Service Ritte Regi-
ment, wers to be commended for theic really
gond afpnatitice as Volunteer soldiers,  OfF
vourse the viticers of No. 2 Battery were present,
and much to their credit, the oftivers of No.
3 and § Batteries assisted in paying respect to
the emory of a worthy and good man, although
simply o munner  Much surprine and comraent
has o ansen from theabsenceof the commanding
Ofticer of the Brigade, many thunhing that his
presens o ot the funeral of s first wunner, who

has died in tho Brigadd,~woull not have tarn-
ished the laurels he has won “during his seven
&

months' campaign in Prescott. -
I remain, Mr. Editor. : Lx
Your obc({'t serv't,
A VergRay,

Syow-SuokivG.— On Monday morning Inst,
about 150 men of the 100th Regiment, with
neasly all the officers at hendquarters, pr ced-
ed duwn Sussea street (Ottawa) to the whurf of
the steamer  Quecen Victoria,' to practice snow-
shoing aud judging distances.  Many of the
men did not know how to fasten on the snow-
shoes : but once on, they marched off in a body
down the nver towards Waterloo villugoe. « For
novices, they marched exceedingly well, but
many a toss occurred on the way, and many a
straggler was left behind,  After about hatf an
hours pra tice at judging distances the troop
returned in lagh spints, the greatu number
apparently well pleasetd with their new drill,

Ixspecrion oF TiE MouNT ELIy RiFLes.—
On Tuesday, the 19th inst., the Brigade-Ma.
jor, Licut.-Col. Richardson, Major Greig, and
Instructor ‘Chinner visited Mount Elgin to
inspect Captain leagle's Company. The
number was exceedngly creditable, there
being fifty men in the ranks, Considering
opportunities, the acquirciments of this com-
peuy were highly creditable, but the intense
cold of the afternoon rendered plataon
moveme:.ts almost an imposibility, Alto-
gether, the inspecting officers were mast
ngreeai)ly surprised at tho respectability of
the force, and theattainments reached in so
short a time.—[Woodstoclk Times. - '



