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of the proposed acheme that the pernigious
system of calling for volunteers on every
ocoasion of a corps cmbarking for foreign
service, in order to bring up its sirength to
its colonial ¢stablishment, which is so hate
ful to every well wisher of the army, would
for ever disnpg)ear. It is evidont, howevor,
that theso anticipations have not as yet any
ohance of being realised. Let us take, for
oxample, as an instanceof whatis continual*
ly going on, the case of the 35th Regiment,
which embarked from Dublin for Jamaica
last week. Provious to embarkation the
strength of this corps had to be brought up,
ns usnal, to its colonial establishment. Ac*
cording to the original iutention of tho new
scheme, 8 de:cribed in the three reports of
the ‘Committee on Organisation,' which
were drawn up in 1872 and 1873, a rogiment
going on foreign seivice tvas to draw for any
additional men it might require both on its
linked battalion and on its depot brigade

We were assured, moreover, thit of each
poir of hattalions one was always to be
abroad, while tho other was at home, and 1t
is plain indeed that, il this rule be not ad-
hered to, tho plan of making the home bat:
talion supply the battalion on foreign ser
vice with recruits could not be carried out.
But in the present instance the linked bat

talion of the 35th—viz, the 107th—is, for
some reason or other, at Madias. Naturally,
therefore, not a msn was procurable from
that soutce, while the brigade depot, which
is at Chichester, was as might be expected,
wholly unable to supply the required num*
ber of men. The couosequence of this stato
of affairs was that thesystem of volunteering
had to be resorted to, and appears, indeed,
in spite of our promised new organisation,
to be flourishing in full force. Volunteers
from numbers of different regiments were
called for for the 35ib, and were sent on to
Dublin at the eleventh hour, so that, on
their final 1uspection before embarkation on
the 12th instant, the major general com*
mandiog the division, 1nstead of seeing be-
foro him a corps completely clothed and
equipped, had to review a regiment made
up to its complement by some two hundred
men or 80 clothed tn the different uniforms
of their own corps which they had jusat left.
Nor is the case of the 35th Kegiment by any
means an exceptional one. At the present
moment the 33rd is under orders for India,
and during the last week or ten days orders
have been sent to call for voluateers.from
different regiments in order to comp:ete this
corps to its established strength. In this
case also the linked battalion. which 13 the
76tbh, is nlso in India, while the brignde do-
pot, wlich is to be at Halifas, is not yet
formed. The present War Office administra
tion can scarcely be held responsible for the
present state of affairs, inasmuch.as they
have, for the. present at any rate, to make
the best of the very awkward legacy they
havo inherited from their predecessors. The
legacy is, there is too much reason to fear, n
disorganised army and an unworkable sys*
tem. This result is an eminently unsatis
factory one for the taxpayers of the country,

who have during the last few years paid
such large sums on the strength of the as-
surance that in process of time they would

have in return for their money a systemof -

organisation upon which -the country could
rely, _If,, during ordinary times of peace,
such sbifts as, theso have to be resorted to,
what would be our position if, in the course
of the next five yours, the country were sur*
prised by asudden outbreak of war?”
England has a long catalogue of disasters
to balance Lord Carowerr's heroic's and Mr.

GrLapsTONR's rhetoic.

Tue great event of tho day is tho purchase
by the British Government of the Kuepive's
shares in the Suez Canal. Uf the 400,000
shares into which the original stock in that
speculation was divided_by its originator,
M. ot Lessgrs, tho great French Engineer,
177,000 were held by the ruler of Egypt,

Scrra¥,and the threatening collapse of Egyp
tian Finance, which appears to have been
managed in the usual fashion of semi-civi-
lized Governments, ave quite sufficient rea-
sous why the Kuepive should secek the
readiest way of solving a diflicult problem
without any deocp political motives, although
it is quite possible that thoso lie bielow the
surface.

The Euglish press me quite jubilant over
the boldness displayed by English statesmen
on this occasion, cud 1t is well for her in-
terests ns it is for thosesuf humanity in gen-
oral thot statesmen and not “rhetoricirns”
held the helm of state during this gieat
orisis,

A conviction has forced itself on the minds
of the B:itish people that it would be neces-
sary in view of future European complica-
tions, t7 acquire complete control of the
Suez Canal as requisite for the maintenance
of her Indisn Dupire, and the getzure of
Egypt was opunly advocated. Uonsequently
the acquisition in & peaceful and legitimate
manner of n controlling influence in the
Canal will deprive after politic.l movements
of any appearance vl mere sellish aggrossion.
But how ths folly of the Whig Radicals be-
comes apparent, Mr. GrapstoNe in the
plenitude of his wisdom abandoned the com*
mand of the Adristic by. surrendoring the
Ionian Islands to Greece—u power wholly
unequal to the task of even governing them
—and as a consequenco, Eugiand, if she
seizes Egypt, will also be obliged to seize
Syria and erect the ‘Turkish Provinces of
Asin Minor intoa Protectorate of some kind
in order to counter balance Russian acquisi-
tions at Constantinople. For this purpose,the
line of the Caucasus from Anapa on the
Black Ser, to Cape Apsheron on the Cas-
pian, would be a natural and proper boun
dery, for it will not be consistent with the
pesace of the world to allow Russia to make
a-privale Lake of the Black Sea ; 4 consum
mation by the way Mr. GLapstost and his
foreign Secretary did their best to further.

A glunce at o map will shéw that with
some arrangement of thiskicd Russian pro-

Jgress in Central Asia would be wmeroly the

march of Rusaian civilization, which the “Eu.
pbratus Valley- Railway and its adjuncts”
would circumscribe within due bounds.

It cannot be denied, howeyer, that the
questions raised by this action of tho British
Government are fearfully complicated by the
insane folly of their predecessors, and the
possession of the *‘ Ionian Islands” secems
to bo a necessary factor in solving the diffi-
cult political problems to which the pur-

chase of-the Sues Canal will give rise.

¢

' 'The purchaso by Great Britain of a con
trolling interest in the stock of the Suez
Canal Company, is the first decisive step in
Oriental affuirs that has boen taken by that
nation for many years, ‘'l'aken in connec-
tion with the nervous sanxioly constantly
displayed by England, as to Russian influ~
ence in Central Asia, and the hitherto un.
precedented visit of the Princo of Wales to

The recent baukruptcy of his. Suzorain, the [y dia, it means a probable English station

beforo many years at Suez, and a possible
future ocoupation of Egypt.  Theo foresight
of tho first Napoleon, eighty years ago, per-.
ceived in Egypt tho proper gntaway Lo India,

and at tbis lato date England recognizes the
Justice of Lis rensoning by paying a heavy

price for the interest in question. Tho next

Parliament will probably decide the ques*

tion of whether this bargain shall be per-

fected and extended to ultimate ownership

and ocoupation of the soil, Having begun,

there is little doubt that England will go

on uutil tha end, and in that case the inde:

pendenco of the Khedive will probably be

secured ns to Turkey, although how long it
will last as to England is a different ques:

tion. Awmerican officors of the Xhedive are
not likely to find their position improved in

such an ovent, and if it came to,a fight, the
recent advices fio.n A'exandria, if the same
should prove enttrely reliable, indicate that
the Egyptian troops aro not to be depended
upon, & v:hole brigade, 1,200 strong, having
been recently slaughtered by the same
cowardly and undisciplined Abyssinians,who

broke like sheep before Napier's little band

of Englishmen. It is probable that there
were no American officers in this detach:
ment, as all of them have been hitherto
orcupied on higher Staff duties, not in com*
mand of troops., Judging from the tenor of.
tho recent telegrams, it is plain that Euglish
interferenco in the affairs of the East looks
bolder to'day than it has ever since the
struggle between Clive and a La Bourdon-
nals, a century ago.'

The foregoing paragraph from the United
Staton Army and Navy Journal, of 4th De’
cember, shews how the most striking Coup
de’Etat of the present day is viewed by our
neigbours.

It does not strike us, however, as beinpa
matter of necessity for England to interfere
with the administration of Egyptian afhis
or the Independence of tho Knepive, further
than is necessary to see that the finances of
the country are judiciously aud econo.aically
expended, and that an end is put to the op:
pressic » of the Fellaleen or ponsant, farmers,
If this was done the transference of the
Suzerainity would'be a real blessing to the
people and would make, or 3o d lgng way
towards making Egypt again the grainery
of Europe. Itis to be hoped her present
action will hase immediate effect in com-
pelling a reduction in the military and naval
expenditure of the Governmeant,.but we fail
to see in what svay it will affect the condition
of American officers in the employ of the
Kaenive, except indeed, that castiron oath
of allegiance which disgraces the statute
books of the dJnited States would compel
those-soldiers of fortune to deoline’sdrvico
under a British Sovereign, although quite
willing to.uccept it under,an enstern despot.
Otherwise, if England did abnex this country
their experienco might be worlh‘)bavin)g, if
it was cven of a less heroic kind, than what




