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Sir Lonis Davies took occasiona upon1 the platformi in 'lat

ridinsg to assert. lis convit.ioi that it would le semscelv
possible u i i Greaat 1>'I-iritasi to impose a t.arili lpon her
imsport.s event for tae benofit of ier coloties. It is refreshing
to finsd thait io lues a person that .tons. U. W. Ross, n1t.ariu's
Minister of Education, cosisiders that titi chantes fir obasuîin'
ing preferentiail trade are extremasely gool, 1and utterly albhors
the idea of recipirocity vith the United Stattes.

Mr. loss ias no gift, of infallibilit.y, but his position on
this question seems to bu thoroughly sousd asd practical.
He qupted fon. Joseph Cinahierlaisn's Ghegaw spe t i
whiclh tie Colonial Secretary said liat " iie • ..sis of sali true
patriottsn is preference," and dwelt, uon teI srisLigly
generous expsre.ssios, of good will flusm Ite pr.ss and pubie
men of the itother country, called fo-th lby preferec for
British goods accorded under tise nw taîril." la faior of
preferesitial triade with Great Brit.ain Mr. Baîss- propounfdfed
strosg argumets which ve will subit up as >riedy as possible

(1) The advantages of the l)ritislh constitution.
(2) Confidence of Casnadians in the institutions ansd the

political and commercial pojssibilities of tlhe'. Domssinuion. The
waning of racial and religiou.s strife.

(3) That. the way is paved for rapid connniserci.si dîit-iop-
ment.

(4) That preferential trade would induce closer scial
relations assdi better understandinsg of Canada jis Britain.

(5) Eungliand's greatness depernds on the maintenance of her
colonlies.

(6) lier naval supremsacy niecessitates the permianience of
the harbors asd coaling stations under lier flag.

(7) Tia congest<ed S(sttlemnnts of the old counit'y woulid h
relieved and our wild country wuld be popu!ated. This

voniid neai profits to Britisih maniaufacturers asd to ous.
(8) ljritais would be secile aganilist a Iack of food suippfly ils

case of war.
Great. Britain and theUnited St-ate.s are Our two.greu a t.nr-

kets, and so as in' addition te the rnsias for preferential
trade the argumients against reciprocity with the iinited
States are ser, forth. They, too, may be ':uasnnel usp in brief •

(1) A reciprocity treaty Imlight, foster a fe-elinag of depesvnd.
once of the weake±r nation on the stronger wihiclh wiould waisr
the spirit of Canabdian nlationality.

(2) The repeal of such a treaty could bc used by the
stronger nation as a tircat, to terrorize the wveaker througi
fear of n loss of trade, and mande a lever towards political
union.

(3) We have nearly $1,000.000,000 invested in canals and
railways, and could not justly divert our tralic to Amîserican
railways' and cnals. There i. also a labor question involveid
in this.

(4) A mnarket secured under a treaty is tenporary, while
Great, Britain vould he a perimn:tan enst marke.t for tie peope of
Caniada.

(5) Trade follows bite flag anil preferential trade would
strcngtien th Empire.

Th.e Minister of Elucationt is to l congratulated os his
splendid stateient of these cogent reasons for imaperial prefer.
ential trade. Tt iq to he hoped that ie will not. rest, content
with.l thais conitribsut'unl t the contest, but that ie. vill eniist
undtler the preferestal tratde batnnaer and ielp tu fight the good
fighat. I Its .maed sabilst.y as a tinkser, a wyriter, and

speaker, would make his inîlielneo a astrong accessiosn to tihe

cause. Ilis sargumenvasts in support of the genetral statemsients

wverts decidedly conivincing. Great lritaii impii1 orts somle

$790,000,000 of food products annuailly. Of titis onily about
$100,000,000 worth cannothe produced lis Canada, aill the other
$690,000,000 wortlh of ediblea cani.beo produced here. Canada
wants that trado and will develop to sneet" its denands.

Ure-at Britain should be willing to give us the. trade because
it would mnake her independent of anzsy other source of food
supply. Ins order to seetire it. Canada must, have first-class
*•rC.sportationi facilities and nust produce the va ious articles

, consumption of as go. à quality as any other country, and

place then os the mtiarket in good condition lin Great Britain.

The Colonial Secretary, the London TiMes, Sidney Ruxton,
late utnder secretary of state for the colonies, Col. loward

Vincent, M.P., Sir Albert Rollit, M.P., Tlis Grace, the liuke of
Devonshire, and Right lion. A. j. Balfour, wore ail brought
gunder contribution t.owards proof that, in Great Britain
the cause lias friends.

'Tie Tim:es said -
It is getting to hec understood that frce trado is nade for

msant, no<t milan for free trade. . . . The British Empire is
so large and so copletely self-supportisng tiait it could very
well afford for the sake of a seriou4 political gain to surrotund
itself with a moderate fencé.

.lr. Bu.xtos said :--
Though, o, the wIole, I ams a free trader, 1, for one, <lo net

say iiht tnot be requisite to reimpose certain duties whici,
in the past, were taken off British importations.

Sir Albert Roullit .said :--
. deliberately say that there ma'y ib circumnst.asces in which

ant economic .sacrifict mnay bu more than justified for tbe

great.ness of the political, social ansd commercial end, whicis
we have in view.

*Mr. alfour said:

If the cossrercial federation of the Empire has a justifica.
nions at. al, ý,;tt justification is to be founsd is the fact that it
will draw closer together the various distant asd far separated
mrsemlibers of titis great conmnunlity. If it does tiaat, T say it is
ot) allair of any foreign nation what we do is the iatter.

They do tnot consult our conveniençe ln the formation of their
trlits. I as not aware of any reason why we should consult
their convenience in the formation of our tariffs.

Canada is being constantly attacked-not fromt a military,
but front a commercial standpoint. The intention of Ameri.
can legislation isi very apparently directed against Canada,
and expected to cripple us. Every endeavor to resmsoae us
fromi these disadvantagcs haIs been renarkably satisfactory.
Thée Wasiniigtoa treaty of 1871 was hardly as disastrous sis
tihe Ashburton treaty of 1816, but yet Canada lias macde the
experiiental discovery that not even fair play is to le

expected fron the United States in any international co.s-
msercial arrntrigemient.

Tin, too, there vere certain unpleasant occurrences in 1812
and 1866, for Canada cannot see ier way clear to take the
blamue, and which sise lias not altogethaer forgottei. .Any
benetit fromîs the Elgin treaty of 1854 'vas caused by the
Amaericani Civil W.ar. We simould not forget that commercial
interestq are apt to lead te political connection. We shouil
kcep the arguments addered byMr Ross carefully before uls.
Weshould welcomsse ihin to our aid,anaad if ie persists frequently.
and as energetically as le has done on this first occasion, the


