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Ilte botîds inuItle ordinry way, veltici long anud %vide
expenieuice lias sitow to b0uc the ensiesl, safest ali
uttost econoitical.

Tril:' cilizelts of TIoronmto are cou-
gratuited o a step) htaviuig been

take, to .secure advîce oit lte ivaler
supply froin omie of Ulic iîtost entinetint of htydratilie ci,-
giteers. Titis expert, Mr. Matiserglt, C.E., lias iiowv
charge of a gigaîttie scicime for eularging lite water
sultpy of ihirninighanti, LEnlgliiid, couipaned iviti witici
any scieune tieedfi for Toroîtto is a trifle. The ixîsur-
ailce comuipaities operaltimg iii Ilte Qticeit City have itînci
neason to Ceei gratified aI titis iitoventeitt, as it promtises
10 re.suit in te fire protectiot lure being raiseci 10 a
hlighier standard. \e Ilote lltaIlte eletimetit iin lthe
City Council, %Vhlo SEC-11 fond of Piayilug at bting etîgi-
iteers-ziot oile of whi would be trusted by iis nieigit
bors to lay a ltouse draiii-ltas ceccted a coiîtittee
to assist tlle ]'ingii expert. As the liealtit of the city
is at stake, inot otie mtomient stonid ]lave becut iost ini
takilg action regardiuig the water suppiy. If aîty
avoidable delay lias taken place, the Toronto Conuicil
lias assunted a serious respostsibility. Inactiî'ity at
such a cnisis is inexcusable, mxore especiaily Miten
il is almost certain to resuit it an epideittie of typitoici,
diphtheria or other diseuse.

Already tlicre are indications of titis visitation beiîîg
it ex-ubryo. Typhtoid takzes ciglît days to geriniaaoe
before beimtg distinctly recogitizable, but the syîiptomus
are always suggestive, amtd alarmtiîîg. Ail over tlie
city these syxuplotus are beitg observcd, yet iit spite of
txpenicîlce, ini spite of the ex.-temue gravity of lthe posi-
tion iii Torontto, lucre is a strong mloveuneuit to pre-
vent lthe %vater works beiîmg placed iii lthe bmand<s of a
scientific expert.

A 1 How 10 coustruct and equiD inilis,
tliqetilt, tniu. factories aîîd wareiiouses as fire

dot. tai.ards, is tie tille of a laîudy litIle
pamtphlet issued by Messrs. Scott & Walisiey, iîmîder-
-%vriters, Toronto. The wviers regard fine-proof con-
struction inupractic able, but offer souie !;iggestioilE t'.
uvards slow-burming construcionm, coînbiticd with facili-
tics for extinguiffliing fines. Vie proper use of niou.ey
wvasted ini ornjamnîtation anîd defective conistruction Mil
ofîca acconuplil these enmds, secunring tiiity, econiiony
and safety. The writers have had very lonîg experieince.
auid the work tliey liave corupiled is the resuit of thieir
observation as uitderwriters as to vlitat uxtterials auîd
constructive methods are tîxost effective iiu reducing
fire hazards. Tliey Iay speciai stress uupot lthe danger
of holiow spaces in wvals, floorTs and roofs, where fire
nay lurk unobservcd, and ,.vheLl detectcd wliere

streints of 'ivater cannot reacit. The cautions agaitîst
iauîîps, lanterus, steaiu pipes. greasy rags, and otîter
coniituon causes of lires, antd the best iiietliods of avoid-
ing these risks, are valuable liftdeed, lte pamphlet
abounds viti lhtoougiîiy practical adv-ice Io bîtilders
and occupantts of iihs, factories and. warehouses,
wiiicli, if acted upon, would diutimisli lire liazards to a
mxinimumt

THE HANDWflITING ON THE LIFE INSURANCE
WALL.

Lt inutst be apparent to Ille careful observer that iian-
portant Changes are going on, siowiy but stirely, uuidcr
prevaiiîg iutethods of procedure lui lhe life insurance
businles- Me (Io itot liere refer to the evolutiol; of
UIc business ils in(iiateci by Ille genieral adoption of
niew forîns ofpoiicies ami lte iiberaiizatioiî of old forins,
niot oi1l' in Ulic United States ani Canada but ini Great
Britaiu, but Io Ille conditions ufer %vliicli the coin-
pallies, coîuposed, of Ilile tNvo classes of level preminium
and assessmnent organii.ations, are uiow forcei to appeai
1 the publie for patronage. Ontliis conii!tet, at least,
iiistiraice protection lias gra<iaiy becoine norce x-
penisive 10 Ilte policyltoider ini botitasses. That
tiis siîon<i Uc s"( wit the associations bast:d uipo the
assessinîn icica ks of course inevitable, as wc have
deuionstrated repentedly iii these colinns, for inistr-
ance a' t cost,'' whlich in tîte early years of te coin-
paiîy is low becanise the inortaiity is iiece2s.-riiy iowv,
nuiit aiso iecessiriiy beconte itiglier and higiier as
the iincreasing înortaiity lias t0 bc mtet by recurriîîg
assessmneîts îtpon the mitîibers-tie oîiiy source
front %vichl loss paynîents eau bc sîtpplied. The lie
lias alread3' corne Mien the largest axtd ixtost success-
fui getters of busintess lu te assessitit raîtks, %Vhich
liave reaiiy been inaiage1 %viti a fair degree of
abiiity and hioîesty, are coiîfronîted witli the alternta-
tive of caliiig for Iargeiy iîîcreased assessîîents froîît
the îîteîîîhers, or %viîdiug tup eîttireiy.

During tlle past few %vecks several of these associa-
tionîs Ilave greatly itîcreasedI tite assessinent rate for 01(1
policy-lioiders, andi adopted eittirely tic tables goveril-
ihig the admtissiont of ncew iitcibers. 'lie Mutual
Reserv-e Fumid Life of New Y'ork, the Nortliwesterit
Masoîtic Aid Association amtd the Covenaîtt Mutîtal
of Illinois, lthe 'Massachuttits Betiefit Association, zitîd
soute otiers, ]lave adopted mmciv rates, aitdl thtese rates
are auluomnced ini soite case as fixed preiuitiii rates,
antd are oîtiy about otte-fift loiver liait lte il without
profit " or itoi-participating rates of the level preinitîni
compatties. Tlieyliave antd very gingeriy admit lte
riglît 10 assess if tîeed Uc beyoîtd the aîtiotuuced table
-rate under the iws goverimig assessiteuit imsurance,
but claixti %vith greal confidence that the utecessity for
sticli assessattent is v'ery rentote. For severai years t0
conte tlle rate tuia> bc adequa.,te, for it does itot vary
tunich froîn the tveitly-yenr reîtewabie teni rate of
sonte of the regiar cotupafmies, but haler onit wil i have
to go lup another itch umdoubtedly. For exaiuple,
Ille iiew rate of te 'Mutual Reserve, to becoiiie opera-
tive afterJamiary t iext, is $16.32 pcer$î;,ooo at ago2
35, as cottpared wiit litle straighit xîot-parlicipatitîg
rate of Ilile Cantada .ife, %vhicli is $20.40. TlUe Con-
federalloit is a little Itiglier, aîîd several Amuericaui coi-
pallies hanve a iiot-partieipating rate very simuilar.

Now, Itis tpiard mîoveinent toward a clefinite
preiitiimt Chtarge by time leadiitg assessinemt comtpaîties
nuar-iks a ilew ena, wh'ii proilise-s greater stabiiity anîd
suggests the evolttion of lte original assessinet lail
til il shahl conle ho offer boîuff protectiont oui sub-

stantiih the level, preminutii basis, correspomuding to

OCTOIII-'ýIt 1, 1895


