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By the death of Mr. Jony Hacar MeLanes, the General
Managzer of the Royal Inxurancee Compuny, the insurance
warld has sustaine:d one of thosegreat sond sudden hisses which
seew for atitne toshake its Gihrie by remaying a corger stone,
and even to paralyze for the moment the progress of evens.
Though men may come and men may jo, the world, indeel,
must o on forever; but at the departurve of 2 great leader
from the stagre upon which he has plag el a conspienons part
ceven the hurrying world seems for a briel space to pauuse o
look hack. Such a leanler was the late General Manaezer of the
Royal, and such is the sensation of 2 panse in the mareh of
atfuirs that the news of his sudden deatl, which we have
with the deepest regret to annouttee this week, has prodace L
It is ditlicult to accustom ourselves to an jnsuranee world in
which Mr. J. IL MeLanres is no longer an achnowledyed
chicf=diflicult to realise that the man who o week e was
animpelling foree ininsuranee business, the impersonation
of the finaneial pre-eminence sl worlid-wide reputation of the
Royal, is tosday only st memory and amune. The et that
first of all impresses us isthat the aristorracy of insuranee is
the poorer by the loss of oue of its furemost representatives;
thie men who stand in the fivnt mak moest be few, and the
Iate General Manager of the Royal feaves a vacant place
in that rank which not many are competent to ill. But inti-
mately associated with our reflections of what insurance hasi-
ness has ost by Mr Mcehanex's death is our recollection of
what it has pained by his life.  Inanother column we repriat
from a econtemporary, whese detaile ]l notice cmveys to us
some idea of the exteem in which the late Generai Masier
of the Royal was held in the great commereial eentre where
the chicl work of lig life was done, atsteeotit of the deceased
leader's tonge and honorable carcer. Therne is, perhaps, nothing
to ald to the simple statenent of faets. Sinee his exeeptional
husiness eapacity and indomitable energy hrouglit the junior
elerk of the Hereules Lusurance Cotpany rapidly and eertainly
to the front, Mr MeLanex has passel his business life on o
publie stagre, and ean seldom have essaped to brief retirement
froms the full blaze of the lmedight.  He has filled the stage
Toige and worthily, and, while we regret his death, we must
aehinit that there secme:d few feesh Luaarels for him ta win, 1t
ixin truth his own fiveside and his wide civele of fricnds—
amongst whom we were prowd (o he numbered—wha lave
most to mnurn hix loxg, for hie had stecomplished the work of
more than 2t lifetimo for insurance husiness, and even the con-
vl of the vast eperations of the Royal enuld hardly have ode-
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tained him longe from a well-earned leisure, Leisurve, however,
has heen denied him by destiny, il he has died, a3 bhe had
livel foraver halfaccentury, @ man of the insuranee world.

The culy events of M MeLanex's  history —his rapid
tehvanee through the various stages of his profession tea posi-
tiom of respoasibility in the Lamcashire $usurance Company,
his firat conmeetion with the Royal in 1856, when he was ap-
pointed Assistant=Seeretary of the company, and his subses
aquent promotion to the Sub-Managership and finally his ap-
pointient, in 1865, tosuecesd Mr. Perey ML Dove, in the gene-
ral managership—iue have Laid before our readers elsewhere,
anld his later history is written in the vemarkable anaals of
the Royal Tusurnce Company during the last quarter of a
century. Such i recond as that which has raised the Royal
from at fireotlice of comparative abseurity tothe premier insti-
tution in the world is one upon which it is given to few men
to bk litek, and the record is peeuliarly Mr. Melanes's own,
Ofthe Royal as it stands tomday, its late General Manager
might have sabl <& Rapal; Seat mai, ™ for the insurance
warld with cne consent identified the sueeess of the emmpany
withits manager. That he has enjox el the assistanee of 2t staff
sevond to nonie in the world, of an onranisation of unsurpassed
cetlivieney, of a ponerfual directorate, and of an intluential and
sympathetic bady of sharchalders, inspired like hiself with
2 clearly defined purpose —all this is an additional tribute to
Mr. MeLages's great qualities of lelership,. Never, perhaps,
diod it nan work mnder hetter anspices, but the auspices must
lave bheen laneely of bis own making. The Royal seems 1o
have realise:l from the first that Jange reservix wotthd he the
basis of fire insumnee husinas of the future.  Dividends,
therefore, were placed seeond to reserve, and the prudent
coroperiation of the sharchiollers pave Mro McLaney the
chance of which hie was not slow toavail himsclf, Constant
consolidation aud well-timed amalaanations have heen the
leeling prine ipk'\' of the policy which gave the Royal steadily
inereasing wei; 'ln. and at lengtl by the abrorption of the
Queest placed it finst sunonge fire offices in magnitnle and re-
soarees, The history of the Rayal is, a8 we have said, the later
history of the youne juniorelerk of 1842, and it isone in which
overs junior among us must find absorbing interest. Of the
future it ix early to think, hut in claingour trilinte to the late
chiefit i< weil to remember that his mre insight wasin no
way more fuppily showa than fu the assoctation  with him-
selfof able coadjntars, A= regards the leadershipofthe Royal
we can have little anyiety 5 the world had never perhayps
more capable insurnee men than it has tomday. But tor
the time the parsanount fact is that the wan whoe had won
almost a regal title in the business is dead.

¢

ey

4 DATIT - & e A~y



