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rjucie ud secure their confilence,
IS to ‘a.ic t *he attention of the several
zations to this watter, and to ask for
«berudt y in providing u supp y to be
.ith the M.ssi. nary,
A. McLieax, Convener.

4]

Our Mission Prospects.

A communication has been received from

M . if. Robertson now at Aneiteum, to the

ettt thet he purposes returning to Nova

Routia to reciuit his health, and to study

wita a view to b2 ordained as a missionary

_in zonrexion with our Church to the New
Heoriue:.  We may explain that Mr, Robert.

son has been suffering under sun stroke,

but is now recov-ring, and that he requires

re.aovai to nis native air to complete his re-

¢ very; but thar is not all—his cotton agency

haviug ended, he is desirous, with the con-

sent of the missionaries, of being equipped

and authorized as a missionary by our Church.

ite writes —* the missionaries spoke to me at

treir meeting with a view to entering upon

nrssion work in connexion wi'k your Church,

and Dr. Geddie read an extract from Mr.

McLean's letter on the same subject, but as

the missionarits have no training institution

here for young men, I have decided in ac-

cordance with the opinion of most if not of

all the.missionaries to go home to Nova

Scotia with a view to be ordained as a mis-

sionary, snd then return to the New Hebrides

to labour among the heathen. For several

reasons, I was shut up to this course, and I

may mention it was the most agreeable to my

own mind. First, the position of a Teacher

would not I think be & happy one either for

m: cr the missl naries. Again the mission-
aries say they cannot take me in for a course

of study with a view of ordaining me, as

they bave not the means of so doing, and

1:sly my wezk state of health; but if the
Church will give me encouragement, I intend

go'ng home to commence study at once.”

This is sufficiently explicit. Accordingly our
M:ssii n Board, which met last week, resolv-

ed gratefully to accept of Mr. Robertson’s

of-r of rerv.ce, and to enter into communica.

tion with him as soon as he arrive here,

which may be expected (). V.) not later than

April or May., Of the reasons which led to

the decision of th- Board the following are

the chicf. (1.) Mr. Robertson’s possessing

" the language of the natives. He has furnish-
ed proof of 1his in translating an address of
one of the chiefs which appeared in our
Record some time ago, and to his ability in
this respect the accompanying documents of
Dr. Geddie's bears witness. (2.) His con-
ciliatory manrersand frank intercourse with
the natives,—and 3rd, his being under
the power of Divine grace and fove for
mission work. As to this last,satisfactory evi-
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dence could be afforded if required. Though
a good living moral yout! and even a com-
municant, Mr. Robertson wus not when h.
left in the * Day Suring” a oonverted man;
it w.i while on board the mission ship that
he came under the power of terious convic-
ions, whica ended through God’s grace in
his joining himself with God's neople, and
even tl'timately at the missionaries persua-
sion taking purt in ther prayer meeting.
Since that he has grown rapidly in his desires
for usefulness, and frequently lamented his
want of sufficient education to gualify him
as a missionary. So that in accepting of his
offer, we do, we think, what any Church would
be glad in our circumstances to do. As
to the official capacity in whieh Mr. Robert-
son wiil serve us, we can say noshing at pre-
sent, He himself adds, * If your Church will
not advise me to to go on with my stadies
but are agreed to send me as a lay agent, to
be under your committee, I see nothing to
prevent me returning as the agent of your
Church.” So that in either way we hase
received an acquisition.

And 1 cannot close without pointing to
the ground of thankfulness afforded us in
our mission prospects. We have one mis-
sionary known and approved of us all who
at the call of duty resigns home, and two
churches, to labor in one of the South Sea
lslands. All honor to him the first the
Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia have
sent to the heathen,

Then we have a lay Christian brother of-
fering himeelf to be set apart to this work,
to him no new work, oft already has he spok-
en to the natives in their own language cf the
story of love, and always has his conduct
been fitting and right ; now that he is about
to be clothed with authority and separated
for the work, should we not thank God and
take courage?

The following document coufirms the
board 1 the step they have taken.

A. W, H,

ANEITEDN, May, 28, 1868.
Minute passed at the annual meeling of the
New Hebrides Mission.

“The Rev. A. McLean, Secretary of the
Foreign Mission Committee of the Church
of Scotland, Nova Scotia, has asked ina
letter to Dr. Gzddie, if it would be advisable
for this mission to place Mr. Robertson
under a course of study here, with a view to
ordination. This mission does not see its
way clear to pursue the course indicated;
but considering Mr. Robertson’s christian
character, the aptitude which he has shown
in acquirirg the Aneiteum language, and his
kind manner in dealing with the natives,
would recommend to that Church, that he

should be furnished with every fachity for .



