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thinas  of his soul: “I have set’ The
Lord,” suys he, “ atways before me,”—Psalm
16. 8,—intimating with what earnestness and
sincerity of heart he always studied to ap-
prove himeelf to God, as desiring to be
found faithful of Him, in the last and great
day of accounts, through the merits and
medistion of the Saviour who was to cone.
Anether expression in the words of the text,
that requires to be explained, is this, “ Thave
walzed in Thy ¢ruth”” Truth is a word of
very extensive meaning, and may be under-
stood in various senses, according to the
natare of tihe subject it represents. ‘T'ruth,
in general, is oppesed to falsehood and
ervor; and, in this sense the Word of God
is_truth, heing quite consistent with the
things of which it speaks; and one part of
it perfectly agreeing with another. To walk
in this Zruth. or, in other words, * To practice
hioliness, and the fear of the Lord” is, to
persevere with stedfestness and resolution in
the profession, in the faith, and in the
obedience of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
to live in a cou.se of subjection to His law.
The practical, as well as the doclrinal part
ai the Word, which is the rule of life, and
which is called “ the way of truth,” must be
strictly obeyed, as we are required to do;
for it 1s ns necessary to guide our practice by
Divine command, as it is to direct our
judgment by Divine revelation. Our walkis
not as it should be, if the law of truth
does not govern our whole conversation, as
persons, whose loins are girt about with it.
Perseverance, therefore, in this course, must
also be added to compiete the sense; for,
how can it be called “a walking in the
truth,” if it only consists in a few steps, and
is not a continued motion? What less can
it include, than a diligent care to approve
all our ways to God, to the very end of our
life? Whatever hypocrites, and vain pro-
fessors of Keligion, may imagine to the con-
trary, unless they can truly appeal to God,
and their own hearts, that they aie sincerely
conscientious in their obedience to the com-
mands of Jesus Christ, and the w.inle praciice
of ifciy uly, they can, with no justice or
propricty, presume 10 say in the words of the
Psalmist: ¢ T have walked in Thy truwin”
‘The words of the text, being thus explained,
may be resolved into this general proposition,
“That a deep and lasting sense of the
loving kindness of God upon our minds,
is a powerful motive to engage and quicken
us to a steadv and sincere obedience to His
boly and righteous icommands.” In illus-
trating this proposition, I shall first lay diwn
some observations for explaining this doc-
trine.  Secondly, I shall offer some arguments
dor the proof of it. And lastly, Ishall con-
clude this discourse with a few words of
application.  First then,—it is proposed to
lay down some general observations for ex-
plaining the doctrine deduced from the text;
«nd in doing so, I would observe, that all
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who pretend to an interest in the love of
God, or to have 1lis loving kindness before
their eyes, have not their :«:rés engaged to
a suitable obedience, for by manry this is
only falsely pretended. Multitudes, who
vainly imagine that they are the friends and
favorites of God, really are not; for by their
practices, by their every-day life and con-
versation, they plainly discover themselves
to be self-deceivers.  If thay do not walkin
Gud's truth ; if their steps are not order ed
aright in His word, it is most certain that
thev have not * IIis loving kindness before
their eyes.” If any man say, that he hax
found grace in the sigat of God, who malkes
little or no conscience of perfurming his
duly to God, we cannot help pronouncing
that the ¢ruth is not in him.  How vain and
foolish is it for any one to give the lie to his
own counscience, by professing to obey the
laws of God, when he knows for a certian
fact, that he is doing the contrary! To say
that I shall have peace at last among the re-
deemed. theugh I have no regard to holiness
in this life, and that God will reckon me
among His brightest jewels, though I lie still
wallowing i1t the mire of sin, i.s lmpudgntly
to give the lie to the whole Bible, as if we
knew the mind of Christ better than Himself.
Siuners that prophesy such smooth things to
themselyes, praphesy nothing but pernicions
deceits.  The foolish and sinful visions of
their own minds, will end in utter darkness
and ruin. They boast in their own imagin-
ation, that God is well pleased with them,
though they take no delight in serving Him
but all such boasting is vain, and their end
will discover them to be nothing else but
mere hypocrites. Again, all have not a full
and uninterrupted assurance of the ¢ loving
kindness of God,” who do nevertheless yield
the most unfeigned obedience to His laws.
Gud does not always put gladness into those
 bearts, where He puts His fear; nor does
i He alwayvs make is face to shine, where He
: hath restored His image. Though every
"one that is born of God dath .r:,'gkt; yet
| every such person does not certainly know,
i that His heavealy Father's heart is toward
him for good. Some may live under His
Frouns, that yet live under is authorily.
They may be grea: strangers to ‘‘rejoicing
in God,” and yet, for all that, will net re-
nounce their subjection to Him. Though
they want thelight of His countenance, yet
His law is a lamp to their feet.  This is the
case of those upright souls, who walk
| trembling after the Lord. They are ready
| cometimes"to call in *question the *loving
| kindness” of the T.ord, and to suspect that
' His tender mercies are quite shut up; yet,
| for all this, they are resolved to cleave to
Him, and to walk so as to please Hm},
though they may have no festimony of their
acceptableness to Him., The number of the
righteous is indeed very small in con.parison
of the wicked, but we should make them
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