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scein to al)solutCly, i*cquii*e, fori their vefesubjection to a
tempcrature almnost as klo' as frcczing point. ThIcy also survive,
as wvc have scen, c\trerncns of cliyncss. Lt would appear from
Carl Scm-pcr's cxpcirnenits that .the eggCs of Ar/cîia mnust be
bc both clricd andi frozen befor-c they xvill pass through thecir
normal einbryonic changes. Thus doos Nature exhibit to lis
lier strange paradoxes !T''le twc mnost hurtfül and fatal influ-
ences, so far as the eggs of most aquat ic animais are conccrned,
appear in the iPhyllopods to bc the nccssary and i ost fvr
able conditions for- clevelol)mneit. Ijader these conditions the
eggs mnay rernain for leghyleriocls \vithout hiatching out.
Semper, for e.xaml)le, obtained eggs of Artlemia in dry inud in

1872, but the younig brood dici not hatch out for five years.
IJrazc/nilus eggs \%vere k-ept in like mnanner, in dry mud, frorn
1867 un1til i1877, anld after this 10long Pcrîod of clessicaltion, MInd
apparent dormancy, produced the naupîji, or young of ]3htn-
cliit s, in the normal manner. Experiments of this nature with
the eggys of Lcpi<(y5tci-a and other Arthropods ecded always in
fatal resuits. Lt is a curious fact that the eggs of l-Iranciifs
flourish under g-reat extrernes of ternperature. They, m-ill freely
hatch ont ini any teml)erature bet%%,'een P' F. anci 86 ~ F., but at
the latter temperai,ýture- the young naul)lii emerjge in about
tiventy-four hours, w~hereas at a point mid\vay (5S-~ F.) they1 take

-several wveeks to hiatch.

\Vith such %vonderful poucers of endurance, so fir as its eggs
are concerneci, it is no inatter- of surprise that Rr-anczzjus thrives
in thec sha«-llowest ponds-mecrc raini-poo'.s in fact-whIichi are
frozen into solid shecets of ice, or drieci up into cakes of hard
în u d. Each w~inter and each dry summrrer swveeps away thec
whole race of aduits: but thec eggs survive as fine dry dust. Thec
murinmýifiedi and frozen eggys are caused to hatch Mien the appro-
priate scason cornes, though several seasons mnay elapse before
the new~ generation bursts forth fromn the shil. Intense sui-nrner
hecat or an) unscasonable return of frost i-ay suddenly cut off the
brood in the rnidst of thecir activity ; but thecir eggs sink into thec
undcrlying rnud, and endure for one or for rnany seasons; until


