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species from this locality, ofwihich fully fifty are described as niev sp)ecies.
The Proctotrypids formi a family of more than ordinary interest, because
ail the mnembers of it are parasites. i\Iany of thien infest the cggs of
various order3 of insects, and tlîus debtmy many injurious formis ; otiiers

live uI)of the larvoe of small diptera, etc., and one snb-i.tiiily 1particularly
infests certain smiall Hioînoptera. Notwithstanding the smiall size of

these inseets (miany heing very minute) they exhibit numnerous and

intcresting modifications of structure, and afford in general good char-

acters for the seI)aration of the numnerotis genera. 'lhle Amierican species
now known, chieil), through the labours of Mr. Ashmecad, are about six

hundred in number, jlaced in about one hutndred and fifty genera and
grouped in ten sub-families. In Canada but litle attention lias been
g1iven to the collection of tlie.,e minute fornis and but fem, species arc

record(.ed other than those furnislied by Ottawa. Nlany of die smnaler
species liilernate in mioss ind can most casily bc secured b>' sifting such
material obtained ftomn swampily localities. A bag of moss obtaîined in
I)ow's Svampi on 'Fhanksgiving I ay, the sifting ot %vhiclî %vas conipleted
recently, yielded quite a iarge number of specimeris, including sever1l

of the very sniall BIjoeu luinizu/ns. It is --tîr intention to prepare a list of

the Ottawi\a species for a future issue. Mr. Ashvniiead lias niuch enhiancedc
the value of his mnagnilicent wvork hy cighiten plates in which the

anatomiy of typical species, and the vatrious genera arc illustrated by
nearly one hundred and fifty beautifully drawn figures. Thle prcpara-
ion of these plates and of the voltîminous text hiave required skilful

and p)atienlt labours \vhich can be best apprý,ciatcd b>' students %vho

liave theniselves atteml)ted the collection, classification and description
of simflar niicro-orc*aniistis ; labours which have thieir rea'ard chielly iii
the assurance of more acetîrate kniowledge acquired and distributed
during the years of thecir faithful p)erformanitce.- - Ei.

EI)ITORIAL NOTES.

SoîiizE No. i--On I)ecemiberi- 1th our tal-ented 1resident, Dr.
l)avson. delivered a most interebting Inaugu raI Address, whiclî %ve have

the pleasure ot presenting to our readers in this number. A valuable


