
TIHE OTTAWA R~ATURALIST.

VOL. XIII. OTTAWA, JANUARY, 1900. No. i o

ARCH.,EOLOGY 0F LAKE DESCHÊNES.

13Y 1'. W. F.ivîtN SowTma.

To those wvho are unacquainted wvith local topography it may
be said that Lake Deschénes is an expansion of the Ottaiva River,
extending frorn the Chats Falls, in a south-easterly direction, as
far as Deschênes Rapids, a distance of about thirty miles, and
averaging from less than one ta upwvards of three miles in wicltb.
This beautifful expanse af wvater was known to the old " voyageurs"
as "ILac Chaudière," and ivas so designated at a time as com-
paratively recent as that in which the late John Egan was mayor
of Aylmer, as there is an old by-lawv, bearing his signature, in the
municipal archives, in which the westerly limit of the Aylmer Road
is described as Chaudière Lake.

A similar confusion of place-names, in this connection, is a
source of annoyance to the student af natural or ethnic hi';tory in
dealing wvith matters of local reference. For instance : Chats
Island is now knowvn to niany as Moore's Island ; Pointe à la
Bataille bas become Lapottie's Point, and Pointe aux Pins, the
site of the Queen's Park, is known to summer visitors as One-tree
Point.

It seems a pity that names given to these places by the
pioneers af civilization should be thus lightly set aside for the
prosatc nomenclature of moderni times.

As already noted in THEp NATURALIST, the evidences af Indian
occupation of the shores of Lake Deschênes are of frequent occur-
rence and of extreme inerest ta the archoeologist. These cansist
for the most part, of wvhat may be termed beach wvorkshops, or
certain portions of the lake shore where the primitive wvorkmatu


