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passion by many infullible proofs, being
seen of them forty days; apeaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom o/ vod.”
Is there not a family centre round which
his followers may still rully : Do this in
remembrance of me.”  And is therepower
by which to prostrate the final foe:—
*“’Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Aud
is there an anthem in heaven which will

outinst all the songs of Zion, when carth,

is wan with age ?2—<Unto him that loved
us, and washed our sinsin his blood.” And
thus the besutiful object is kept ever be-
fore us with living interest, and is ever
making to our hearts its protracted appeal.
“The love of God shed abroad in our heart
by the Holy Ghost given unto us, for when
we were yet without strength, Christ died
for us; whom therefore we love, though
now we see him not, yet believing, we re-
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

THE BEAUTY OF THE CHURCH.

The people of Christ are to be beautiful,
and beautiful because holy; the text des.
cribes them as “ willing in the beauties of
holiness.”  The drops of the early dew are
beautiful.  The rising sun not only disco-
vers them, it brightens and gilds them, and
makes them the glittering ornaments in
the early morning, of our gardens and ficlds.
And what were the earTy Christians? I
am not speaking of those who in later cen-
turies bore the name, but had.no mure of
the likeness of Churist, than we have now,
nor perhaps so much; I refer to those who
yielded first to the power of the Gospel,
and were the first-fruits of the Gospel unto
Christ. Their very enemiesdid them honor;
they hated, but they admired them. As
they led them forth to persecution and to
death, they wondered at their lofty and
splendid characters. But their graces were
not their own. The dew does not sparkle
when the sun docs not shine on it. Even
a Christian man has no beauty, no holiness,
but as Christ impartsit to him. And what
is his highest beauty and holiness;—a dew
drop roﬁecting the sun. But still that dew
drop does reflect the sun; and so does every
real believer in Christ Jesus reflect insome
measure his Redeemer’s likeness—¢ glorious
in holiness'—that is the Lord’s own charac-
ter; beautiful in holiness—that is the cha-
racter of all who are made partakers of his
grace and Spirit—their character now;
‘the beauty of the Lord’ is already upon
them; it will be more brightly, more visibly
:xggon them in a brighter world.—Bradley’s

rmons. :

Canisr.—~There are no saving views of
@God, but in Christ; and there are no gra-
cious views God hath of man, but in Christ.
If we look on Qod out of Christ, we are
dnzzled with an overwhelming confounding

majesty; if God looks on us out of Christ,
he sceth hateful and hated sinners; Eph.n
12, 14.—T'rail,

m—— .

. THE MARYS AT THE CROSS.

—

BY TIIE REV, W. ATHERTON.

“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, bis
mother, and lus mother’s ssster, Mauy the wife of
Cleophas, and Muy Mugdalene."—John xix. 25,

The word of God teaches us as well by
example as precept; nor is this to be con-
sidered o disadvantage, but, on the con-

i trary, a considerable benefit.  For, how

useful to » scholar is a copy/  How much

i

more aided are owr coneeptions of a build-
ing by amodelthanayplan!  Soin spiritual

tthings, the various subjects of Divine grace
iare most ndvantageonsly placed before us,
inot in their abstraction, but embodied, en-
tlivened
{ple dcionstrates the practicability and

-emplified. Moreover, the exam-

usefulnessof the precept, so that apprehen-
sion of inability is removed, and we are en-
couraged to emulate those who have gone
before, and who, “through faith and pa-
tience, now inherit the promises.”

A lovclier example of moral heroisma is
not, perhaps, to be found on the page of
history, than that furnished in the above
passage: the langunage is peculiarly simple
and affecting: the scene exquisitely tender:
the characters in the highest degree inter-
esting: the circumstances altogether new
and wonderful. The whole forms a fit sub-
ject for the painter’s pencil and the poet’s
muse; nor have the Marys at the cross
been passed by without an improvement
of that kind. We have seen them on can-
vass, and admired.  We have heard of them
through the melody of verse, and been de-
lighted. But we have a preference, and
preference is nut exclusion, for another
form of development; that is to say, we
wish to sce the three Marys drawn out in
living characters, exemplified in temper,
carriage, and conduct of both sexes. Not
that such characters are wanting altogether;
but we desire to sce them more general
and complete.

Mary, our Lord’s mother, was “blessed
among women,” preeminently so, honoured
,above all the crowned heads which were
ever distinguished in the earth. We may
not, however, worship or invoke her inter-
cession, as do the Roman Catholics. This
were idolatry which the -scripture every
where condemns. Nor does she reguire
our homage. No! could she speak audi-
bly, doubtless she would say to her mis.

en worshippers, as Peter said to Corne-
lius, or as the angel said to John, «“Rise up,
I also am thy fc%low-servant,—a creature
only on alevel with thyself,—worship God.”
Her history is much enveloped in mystery;

How meekly she received the delicate and

but her character,is transparent enough.

inexplicably mysterivus communication of
the angell (Luke i. 31-35.) How sweetly
she sung us the holy child lay in her arms!
(Luke i 46-48.)  We know not which to
admire most,—her cheerfu) resignation to
the will of Gud, or her implicit contidence
w her Divine Redeemer.” What unques.
tioning obedience characterised her subse-
quent carcer!  She followed the Lumb
through evil report and good report.  Ob-
loquy could nov repulse, danger could not
wtimidate her; she abode faithful,

Mary, the wife of Cleophas, elsewhere,
called Alpheus, mother of James, and Joses,
und Simon, and Judns (not Iscariot), three
beloved disciples, a mother in 18facl, was
likeminded with her honoured relutive.
She, too, followed the Lamb whithersoever
he goeth;” nor had the reproaches and
execrations of the infurinted Jewsany effect
upon her, save to cause her uaffection to
burn more vehemently towards « the des-
pisd and rejected of men, the man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief”

Mary Magdalene, an inhabitant of Mag-
dala, a city on the cast side of Tiberins, was
not less distinguished by grace.  She owed
more, in fuct, to the Saviour than either of
the other Marys; for he had rescued her
from a course of impiety the most aban- -
doned. Nor could she be ungrateful 1o
her deliverer, through whose kindly inter-
position she was now associated with the
must virtuous and pious of her sex. I think
[ see her immersed in_ deepest thoughtful-
aess.  She is cogitating a testimonial of
affection. The idea occurs to her; she
immediately acts upon it; and with eager,
viostentativus step, hastens off to the place
of merchandise to expend her all in the pur-
chase of an alabaster box of very precious
ointment,—but for such a purpese not too
precious—with which to anoint heradorable
benefactor. But where is he to be found ?
She mades diligent search. At lengthshe
finds him in the house of one Simon, a
Phurisee.  She crosses the threshold,—she
enters the apartment,~—but as she entered,
she faltered. It was her -sense of un-
worthiness that made her fulter. She siood,
her very position saying, “Speak, Lord, for
thy servant heareth.” = She stood ehind,
feeling herself too unworthy to stand before
him. ~ His dignitied head she had fuin
anointed ; but that was oo great an honour;
she thercfore anointed his fect.  But no
sooner was the ceremuny proceeded with,
thau her tears fell.  Nor could she sefrain.
Ah! methinks, those tears said,

+ But drops of gricf can ne’er repay,
‘The debt of love I owe;
Herge, Lord, I give myself away,
«Tis all that I can do.”
And she wiped them with “the hairs of her
Lead”~—her glory/ Eerhaps formerly, her
pride! But she said, or seemed to say,
« All the vain things that cha~ me most,

1 sacrilice them to his blood,*



