
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

to declare their testimnony. Their souls
were in full accord withi the "lstill,
sniall voice," and spake in a lariguage
that ail mnight hear and benefit.

I have som-etinies wvondered if this
rnad rush and hurry of the day were
flot obliterating the grand and noble
principles of a Chiristian life. Tlhis
strife for a conifortable livelihood that
stirs the hearts of the young and
plunges therm headlong in sonie rash
endeavor, to Illeap to, heights that were
niade to climb," must of necessity take
thieir minds from their Creator to a
great extent. Tihey are so worried with
business cares that it settles like .a pali
upon thern, and even at iMeeting you
can feel an undue 'vorldiy influence
thiey bring wvith them, and it disturbs
those peaceful spirits in the Ilgaliery
seats,' so willing to teach us the path
of rectitude. They feel strangeiy aware
thiat sorne one needs a restraining hand,
th2.t some hieart needs quickening with
thiedivine, and to be broughit toan humble
state of subniission, wlîeremn Christ can
touch the natural instincts with his
pervading love and tenderness, bring-
in- the subject to its Maker in hurnility.
Again and agrain must the mmid be
broughit to this humble, lienitent state,
before it can realize and grasp the les-
son of truth. IlUnless ye be as littie
chiildren, ye cannot enter the Kingdomn
ot 1-eaven," and truly it wvas spoken-.

TIf young Friends could only realize
wliat a beautiful thing it is to be
broughit up in this pure, spiritual at-
mosphere, whichi so largely helps to
prepare the mind for the -wo!k of min-
istry, I feel confident more wouid de-
vote their true to its requirements.
'Tis a beautiful faith, and the world
oer, Friends are acknowledged as liv-
ing rnost consistent lives. No earthly
blessing can exceed that of the "'in-
ward light -the Il stili, smnall voice
which our Heavenly Father lias given
us as a free gift; not one, but al], are
under its surveillance if they conform
their lives to its requirements. But wve
cannot live outwardly if we would ac-
cept its guidance. Our lives must be

dedicated to, the Father, and He, in
His turn will so inspire our qouîls with
pure and hoiy thoughts, we will feel
indeed tlhe Heaveri of earth. After we
have accepted this righteous living, we
flnd ourstlves in a particularly pliable
state, a condition to grasp new ideas,
enlarge uliof old theories, and in a
wvord, bL-coine the subject of pro-
gression.

The history of the Friends, we mnighit
liken unto a child passing through the
different stages of his developmnent,
until lie arrives at maturity-but neyer
too old to learn new truths. As a child
hie grasps ail his childish brain is ca-
pable of fully compreliending. As a
youth hie looks up to, bis eiders expect-
ting them to teach him the grave prob-
lenm of exemplary living, and at al
times wvholly subject to thieir prudence
and caution ; while they, in turn, are
molding and influencing his dependant:
mind to a state of self-reliance. But
when lie arrives at maturily he looks
about iî,î unrestraincd and ready to
take up his individuality, while the re-
suit of his life iay Nvithin his own grasp.
"Fis bis to make or break, wvhichever
spirit lie allows to govern bis existence.
Now, regarding the Friends, they had
their childhiood in George Fox's day,
ably assisted by William Penn. Then
came the youthfui years, iii whicli they
stili feit and were governed by the wvis-
domn of their noble leader. But when
rnaturity camne their youthful fancies
were brought to an ultimatum by the
coming and preaching of Elias H-licks.
Now they roust think individually.
They had outiived that peaceful stage
of learning o.- garnered' wisdom, and
this new preaching meant a revolution,
a choosing of the new ideas or adhering
to the old. It was indeed a great pîty
.hat ail the Ilchildren " could not have
seen the efflcacy of a few new ideas,
and stili held thernselves inviolate, for
it had been mnany years since their
chiidhood and they must surely expect
to, progress, as God gives to each gen-
eration their own peculiar gifts, and ive
naturally suppose, as time goes on, our


