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them the will of God concerning it. They
hall received "'a tradition" about it (ver. 6),
and this tradition was not a thing handed
down from 0ne man to another, and un-
teasemble in ite commencement ; it was dis.
tinctly the word of God. Chap. 2, 15 ;1
The@&. 2. 13. Thse command that Ilif any
would flot work, neither ehould tbey eat, wus
in fact the same as that given in parodis,
wben Adam was piaced in the Ilgardon"II "te
drese it and to keep it." Toil and wearinees
wee the reenît of sin ((ban. 3. 19), but work
wue (bd's deeign for man from the first.
Thoee who idle away their tinie are like thse
uneleee idole David epeake of, having eyes,
eans, etc., but ail of no good to any one. Pau.
115. 5-8;. They are deecending Iower even
than. the breae, for dumb animale wurk and
ara useful. Strenge that the boire of Christ'e
kingdom shouid ever deecend su low !

2. Hie oin eomple. It wae flot a nece..
tary dut yfoi Paul to work with hie bande.
Hie work as aneapostie wae labo)r enuugh for
a man, andhle had a riglit to be supportedby
thone to whum hoe brought tise word of God.
1 Cor. 9. 7-14. But, for example'e eake, hie
bad toiled for hie daily bread.

3. The example of Lhe Lord Jetas Christ.
Thera wu flot only the conimand of" Christ,
as Lord ; thete was bis example, as man-" I
exhort you by our Lord Jeaue Chriet." Ver.
12. Though Lord of ail, hie hadl, through hie
eerly years in Naareth, worked. et hie daily
tenk, n that hie fellow.citizene eaid. of hlm,
flot merely, l flot thie the carpenter's son 1 1
but, lel ot thie the carpenterl'I Whoever
looks to shise hie kingdom bereafter ought
to ebare now in hie pato of diligent labor.

Thie ie a path in which every one mea
gain dietinction. It cannot ho eaid Of arI
youog men and women in busineee that they
are quick and claver; it cannot ha said uf
every bosand girl at ocisool that tbey bave

rat abilities. But uf every follower of
Chriet it ought to he eaid : He or ehe ie dili-
gent, induetrioue, painetalcing, flot eeeking to
make a noise and show, but working Ilwith
qoietflu."

But ie &Il this lahor, thie diligence, ta he
Simýply for one'e own profit i Moet decidedly
it le f or one'à own profit every. wey, but ibis
ie ot to ba the source or the aitm of it. The
Source ie to hoe Chriet'e command ; the aim,
Chriet'e ginry. The grand command, IlBe
not weazy in wel.doing," meane sometbîng
MOre thn eip, 1 okin for a living.

When tis he feaitn helievers found
that; idia persona bad ahued their generosity,
a.nd looked to thora for the eupport tbey
ebnuld have ear,,d themeelve., thy might
he tempted to give up helping the needy.
But Paul telle thorm, "Be flot w" "It l
the rigbt and privilege of %od'chil rn te ho

helpere of othere; and wbo would wish to
forego thie rigisti The day-labourer may do
a gond turm te another ; the bard-wurked girl
me y leno a band to a naighhour; tbe littie
chilud may run an errand, and if doue for
Chriete e aie, this is "well-doing."

But was ail this d'iiec to ho exjededin manuel work 1 Lo etvrse .ieei
work which even the eick: and helpless mnay
perforai, and which the mont active muet flot
negiect. )Many peuple say prayere; many
more listen te prayers. But the cildren of
God muet pray, sud pray that diligent, fervent
prayer which 'lva eth mucb." Jae. 5. 16.
And euch diligent unes znay indeed look for
that peace wbicb tbe Lord is able to give
"alwaye by almeane." Ver. 16.

BEREAN METHODS.
mines . thee Treekeme' meeting and the

e tee t
Give an account of this ellistle, ite circuni-

stances, and purpose. (See (benerel State-
ment.).... .Here we have our preKdot dues
in view of Christ'@ cuming; how to live with
hie advent hofore us.... Note wbat are bere
required of dieciplee. (Sec Additional Prac-
tira Lrene Note %-fiaf privilegee are
here ...we upon dieciples. (See Ânaly.
tirai and Biblical Ontdine.) .... ILLUSTRA-
TIONS. Ver. 1i A rich farmer, who gave but
littie, was eccustomed te pray for tie pour et
tamil worship. One day hie littie boy nid.
lFetIer, fo will give nie the key to your

barn, I w,~~idasewer eome of your prayere."
Oftentimes the anewer to our prayere for the
progrese of tise Lordsa cause depends upun ur
wurk for it. .....A little girl who hadl planted
a roebueh prayed that tbud wuuld mrakte il
grow, and thoen went ont and watertà it...
Vers. 6-12: Soon atter the Revolution came
a day known as "the Dark Day," wben s
strange darkneee was over ail New England.
Tise Connecticut Legielature wae in seseion,
and eome of tise members foul uf alarm, said,
,,T1%1e ls the judgment-day 1 Let uos ad-

MOtl Coi. Davenport, unie of tise legiela.
tors, said, IlIf this le the day of judginent, wo
cen bheat nu botter place thon our post ut
duty. Lot us bave tise lampe lighted, and go
on with tise business ut the bouse!t

Jese. Word4Ipetue e.
Saint -, yoîs are a beautiful illustration

ut Christian diligence, thougs you wuuld
blush tu be teld su, face tu face. In tise firsi
place, you taire rare ut yuureelf. Von (lu not
est any man's bread for nuugist. I see you
running a iuom in the mili, or yoo may be
the man overseeinq the tsork. I sec you
waahing pane in a kitchen, or you may be tise
employer tbat pays for the wasbing. I sec
yuu digging tise potatues in the gardon, or

-I
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