THE LEGAL NEWS.

—————

399

And the other relates to & gentleman who

came famous as counsel during the gecond
Tichborne trial :

“Mr. Justice Hawkins seems to have devel-
©Ped a gingular pasgsion for military costumes.
At the Derby Assizes, the high sheriff appeared
i’f court in ordinary morning dress, to the great
fhsappointment of Mr. Justice Hawkins, who
Insisted that this gentleman should attend in
Wiform or other official attire. The high sheriff
Ventured to point out to his lordship that as he
Was not a deputy lieutenant of the county, and
held none of those positions which carry with
them the perquisite of a uniform, he could not
Ve.ry well conform to the judge's request.
His lordship still refused to forego the gratifica-
ton of geeing the high sheriff in uniform, and
threatened that if his commands were Dot
Obeyed, he would next day fine that official
£500. In vain did the high sheriff protest that
In appearing in morning’ dress he was only
following the practice of his predecessors. Mr-
Justice Hawkins was inexorable, and the next
Worning, no doubt to his lordship's very great
delight—the high sheriff presented himself in
~the uniform of a captain of the Derbyshire

olunteers! Whether his lordship, who
8Ppears to be in these matters as punctilious
88 & Chinese Mandarin, will insist on uniform

¢ next time he presides at the Derby Assizes
Temaing to be seen.”

Aund a third incident, which is depicted in

e following little sketch from the London
.W‘”’ld, does not place English court proceedings
In & more dignified light ;

“Divisional Court.—Cor. KerLy, L.C.B, and
MzLLoR, J. *

“Eleven a, m.—At the conclusion of the €%
darte motions. i

“Mr. A.—Might I mention to your Lordship
& cage of Snooks v. Jones, which stands fifth on
Your Lordship's list? [The learned gentlemsn

* Was here interrupted by another learned counsel,
"ho made some communication to him.] I

€ your Lordship's pardon; I find that it 18
10w useless to apply to your Lordship. [Pre-
Pares to sit down.] The L.C.B.—What is the
Dame of your case, Mr. A.—My Lord, the case
18 that of Snooks v. Jones ; but—Mr. J. Mellor.
—Snooks against what? Mr. A.~—Jones, mY

ord. The L.C.B.—How do you spellit? Mr.

~~J-0-n-e-g, my Lord. Butas I said before

—The L.C.B.—One moment,.pray. [Writes
down the name.] Now will you have the good-
ness to tell us what the case is—what question
is raised for the decision of this court, and in
what form? Mr. A—My Lord, I was just
about to tell your Lordship l—The L.C.B. [with
some warmth].—Never mind what you were
about to tell me,sir. If learned counsel would
not constantly attempt to evade the questions
of the court, the business of the court would be
transacted in a much more rapid and satis-
factory manner,and there would be a great sav-
ing of the public time. Mr. A—My Lord,I
was not attempting to evade your Lordship’s
questions ; but with the object of saving public
time, I ventured to think—The L.C.B.—I must
trouble you not to venture to think anything
until you have told us the facts. When the
court is in possession of alt the facts, it Will
then, and not till then, be in a position
to listen to any application which you
may wish to make. In the meantime, I
must agk you to have the goodness to
raise your voice. Mr. A. [in stentorian tones]:
—1 do not wish to make any applica— The
L. C. R.—You have not yet informed us for
whom you appear. Mr. A.—For the plaintiff.
But if your Lordsaip will bear with me one—
The L. C. B.—~Stop, pray ; for the plaintiff, you
say. Does any one appear for the defendant ?
Mr. A.—My learned friend, Mr. B. Mr. B-—I
appear for the defendant, my Lord. 1 perhaps
may be allowed to tell your Lordship— The
L. C. B—One at a time, please. Mr. A.isat
present in possession of the Court; and I de-
sire, in the first instance, to hear from him, if
he will have the goodness to tell me, which he
seems strangely reluctant to do, the facts, the
whole facts, and nothing put the facts. [Mr.
J. Mellor here left the court, and the facts,
which were of an uninteresting and complicated
nature, were gone into. Owing to the defective
acoustic properties of the building, frequent
repetition was necessary, and an hour and a
half were thus consumed. Mr. J. Mellor re-
turned.] The L.C. B.—Very well, you have
explained the facts lucidly and clearly, and we
shall now be most happy to hear the nature of
your application. Mr. A—My Lord, I have no
application to make. (Laughter). The L.C.
B.—I. must really beg—nay, if necessary, I
must insist—that there be no unseemly inter-



