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A MONTII NOTOftIOU5 oit 0ONYL/AORATl0NS.

'l'he uxonth of June in nroverbially the month
of disastrous and terýrible conflagrati-us.

On tht, 2lst of June, 1877, the terrible tire of
St John, N.B., teck place, which aîvept awoy
fully half the city, and nearly overy place of
business, reudoriug 15,000 people homeicas,
destitute and starvisig. 'lho loa of property
was estimated at $15,000,0O0, whilo thfi ini-ur-
suce compaulceslest in thé. vicinityol $6,M)<,000U,
On the 22nd of June, 1878, a latgo tire broke
out on Queen St. in this cily, destroying the
Messrs. Ives & Ço'a hardware niauuf*actuî .ig
establishmnent and the coilse an-d spîce mille of
Messrs. Ewing & Co. The losa iras estimated
ini the vicinity of $200.000.

WVhat la ccmmoniy kuow as the Quennevillo
tregedy occured on the second cf June, 1879,
consiBting cf the destruction by tire of M~orey's
livery stable and the foui inurder ci the niglit
ivatcbra, .Alphonse Quenneville, by parties
uitknown.

The burning tos the watersa edge cf the
Sound steamer 4,Seawarhaka," opposite
laridali'a Island, Est River, took place June

29th, 1880, and reaulted in the loîs cf forty
)ives under the most distressing circumstancea.

Un the 9th et June, 1881, the terrible con.
11-gration at Quebec dest-cyr i St. John'e
Ward entirely sweeping away over oee
thouseud bouses and leeving neariy two
thouaand families homeless, and entirely un.
provided for. Thse total los was estiinated ai
$ 12,000,000.

A Xsige Fire lu MonGtresil.
MOxTREAsL, Julie 13.-A ten ible tire orcurred

to-night in Clendenning's block, Victoria
Square. Miller's Souj's bookbindxug sud sta-
tionery store, Greenshîeid's dry goods, and?
Clenqenning's stove store were gutted. Las.,
$1 >450,000> thiee-fourths insured. Tise 6ire
la stili raging flercely. Thoe water power at
the beginning was net sufficient te cover the
upper atories. The tire i-s now on thse <Jraig
srtreet aide. From ail appearances thse whole
blcck, except Mclntyre é. French'8, wili ho
burned, but the fismes will nlot extend furiber
Onigin cf fire unknoivi. A block cf buildings
at Dowagiac was burned te-day. Loas unknown.

BRIEEFS ANI) RECORIDS.
A DISASTROUS FLOOD.

VICorouA, B. C., June 13.-Frazer river je
sti)l rising, EverythiDg js under water at
Chiiliwack sud Sumas. Samas prairie re-
sembles a eulf, and the heavy drift cf timber
is carryiug everything before IL. The bridges
are ai csrried away and the farmera are eend-
ing their famxiis awray for safety. At Yale
the suspension bridge ia in danIger Con-
siderable dlamnage bas beau done te the z ilway
works.

IIEAYYT sReSi IN~ THE WEST.
Cssac.ý.Go, Jutie Il .- Specials front south-east

era Iowa, western Missouri and central Illnois.
report heavy rain storms, in places, assuing
thse forrm of water apontsansd doing xnuch
dainage te property sad washing away-bridges,
snd raiirond tracka.

Keep a cup cf pewderad borax on your wsqb
stand, it wiil de wouders iu the wsy of softan-
iug the skin. If you have beeu work-ing in the
garden, or dbang thinga about tise bouse which
bave tended te mate, your bande rough, vçhên
you wash theut dip your flugprs in the borax,
and? ruis youir bauds well witb it.

Fa-ex. Wisitney dues mot lay auyweighit on the
removai of the foreata as a cause of the drynesa
and? desolation cf former fertile and? populous
regions of the esrth. Re admits tbat the gi-ester
proportiaon cf land te water ;n lata geological
eras may have a little te do witb thc' decressed
rminfal; L.ut hae attrihuties tise dimiaished
precipitation xuainly ie a lowaring cf tise in-tensity of soia- radiation during geological time.

That au occasions] incal awray frein c'ue's
ossu bouse and at anotber's table relishes bot-
ter tissu any at home.

That seine meu cau getuore fun sud couafort
eut of a $5,000 iucorne per anuum than cithae
eau out of a $10,000 oue.

Thot iien mien cesse te beliove in thse
Diviue, or thiek they do, they begin tz bew
doiv beforo somethieg humau-or inisuman.

That a resu wili travel miles agenizing nt
overy stop fa-cm a bit cf ravel or au olitrusiva
peg in bsis elice before he1 stop and ta:e it
eut.

That a mn nover kuowa wbat a wcak, fickle
sud ncertain master bie bas in haruseif until
hie is at liberty te goeru bis own lite sud do
as lie ples.

That irben a petit or a philosopher dies a
dozen men sud %momen try te kitetail them-'
selves te bis naine aud write themuselvea jute
faine by telling ail they kucir cf im.

That se mainy peov>le Çoi-get the ireather tisey
experienced lest year aund declare they "i neyer
sair auch a spring ai, thia befora." No, nover.
NWhat, noyer? NLenover.

Tisat histories irritten fifty yesi-s ago assert.
how tise people cf that time ri- living siat
tise apex of knowledge sud enligistenment,"
wnîch remerk ir. semetirnea repeate? te.day.

That wben a philosopher or scientist put&s
forth soe neir iden, ail the wooeigatberieg, the
guesges, and hie maunderiugsa ftei-wardçt writ-
ten by hlm about, ai-oued sud coucerniug that
idea or trutis, or serni truth, as thse case may be,
are Olten by h*s admirer& regarded as most im-
portant sud saCi ed ivoads."-Argus.

Thse Moon Tiieory.

][eerty of thse Sprnce.

(7b the. Editer ci theo lVine#.l

Srsi,-In ycur issue of May l7th, 1 read a coin-
muý1niCation fi-cm Fairmnan Hall on tbo aehjeet cf

"Tos Decay cf Spxace Tinber." 1 arn pleas-d te
read in yonr valuahie paper s few lines fri-c an
expurieuced perton ou suncb important oubjeet.
1 was net aware ntil 1 read Mr-. Hali'a letter that
the spi-uco tiier i Qtuebec was dyleg. I was in
hopas tise trouble wa nfined te oui- own Province
sioe. It must lia a u..versal dacay ail over tisa
Dominion. 1 amn a mian of considerable expearence
lu thc apruce tisaber woods cf tbis part cf the
country, being engagea for tise st aixteen years
eacis winter cnttizig and bewing spruces a-ots sud
other timber for rhip buildIbg purposca. In tise
%wii ter- of 1872 and '73 I fi-at moticed thse spruce
tituber dying. My attention iras drawn to it by
obseri-ing wocdpeckcra et wscik ou gr-ee, bealthy-
looking trees. On examinisg those trees I Çcund
the bai-k in the fi-st stage cf deay. On cutting
sncb trees I cioseiy watehed for signa cf rot about
tise roots, but found noue, snd as 1 had te rainera
the bongbs sud isew the timbe- up te nearly thse ex-
trame top, I badl a good opportnty cf obaerving ail
that iras te lie then scen; but. sta-sge te say, tite
lia- for ncsrly tise whiole length cf the Ires and thse
loirer branches iras ail that sliowed any infection,
tse timber itasîf appemrd te lia perfectly sond.
Fi-nm that time up to the present 1 have asci inte-
taken notic cf thse graduai decay of car sp-uce trees.
The flxst year tbey will show a decaying ef te bai-k;
thse second yesr thosa trees wiii lia qiaite dead te thes

exrm ebut thse tituber inside seems to ba per-
aetys ndsd wili make lnuber for houas build-

ing puiposes but tofsiiy nfit for sbip-bnild iug use;
tise tisird year those ta-ers am' ueasfoany purposp,
and.otsers alongaide spein to e in the tii-at stage,
aud se ascii year tise decay ge on. Whe 1 fiit
rliaervedl it lu 1872 I conceived thse idea tIat it n'as

occssiened by a succession e! hfavy galeft we bail in
Aumst, Séptemnler sud Octobar cf 187.1, which
shork thea foi-sti snd disturbed the rects, aud con-
sequently broke off tise suail fila-eus rects whicb
gavA lite te tise tre, and the decay began iu the

-Since the estaishmbrent cf mateorological! Dara anaL ougu?, aitrain nthe gi-est secret was the
staticus aIl over the eai-th, it bas been pro-ed disturbing ef tise roots by beavy wmnda, and Ou-
by millions cf observations tisat tisere is ne foias bing naPid]Y cut away and thinned eut, ex-
simu]taneeusness wisatever betireen tise sup pcsed tisa reetaiuder te other gales, but since that

pseause su iespoeef. thLime I aeoi>erved thse timber in anaRl valleys,
. e nd he sppoed ffac. Te isera iL mas completely siseltere? fi-cm ali winds, tewhoe eotery is a fancy and a superatition, irbici lie affected, in soine cases neariy avery trms soine ln

bas; beau bander? down. tous unceatrole?, and the fist stage, snd ethers iu an avancad stage cf
wi ics e have accepted as ti-no beoouse aur decay, so tisat My tbaory cf it balng cansedl by gales
f.,refatbers believed it. The useon exercises cf Mvnd wouid sem te ho sar-iuf. 1 amn nom at n
ne more influence on weather tissu isenings do las te oant for i4 It certsiniy locha Ukealiight
on tise Gavai n rent cf tise United? States. or distcnapar, ana I wonld liko te hear frain otisers on

-Tho notion tisat tise =cou ai-arts an iu- tise subi-c-. Rtonsurx Rosr.
flýaenee on weather la se deepi i-ooted that, Cher crie, Hant's Cbuuiy, Nova sScoti.
notwitisstsnding ail thse attacha vihicis have
beau made againat it a inca aneteorology bas In ail anticipations of tise chai-acter cf the
beau seriousiy studier?, iL continues te retain weatiser (for short pariode) it is advisable te
its hoîr? upon tise xnejority of us, and yet tisai- rraw cm- conclusions fri-c a variaty of thse
neyer waa a popular superstition more utteily means cf proguosticatieu. Tunet oytise
witiscrt alisis tissu thia oue. itho mocu id re u conditon
really posseas sny power ever weatiier, that Prenant and immed!ateiy Pricscntos

powr culaonl beexecisd i on oftheocf the barometer sbouid ho tala-os jute accotant.
powr cuir ouy b exrcierta na f tesebut aIse thse direction sud force cf the wixa,,

atra erlction of aatc.otha a my, y nd tise appearances cf tise clouds aur? sky.
aaction a b cnevalei. Nom, ti- r fr of Tise propriety cf this recommandation la ovi

acfaf on i o lasle noer eua tu: auit dn frens conindering tisat tise different meansliglit ofaul oni oyreulI esity of pa-agnostacatien give sernetimea thse sIe,or quautity tu tisa. whic ia refieoted towards ansd sezuetimea oppositc, indications. If, for
us by a white cloud, ini a sumnier day, iL eau intce thebrmtii hg n ube
scaa-ceiy lia preteude? tbat westisar la affected instace matn fr erahlg sud' ba baby auch s causa. gaaniyrsn orsvra asjreveus,

wnile thse ivind is freint a a-amy direction, aucis
-Tmaafat the sea iLs ssciein aturatise oies us a r? t rh ae la mrs ut h p l to f

inTaet. ie o i oea n iner attracti ns as fa-cma thed easn or n se nis, the s balitcf
but tisoug i an a more water, it ins most un- thse barcueter was loir, sud ba? beau graduqlly
likeiy that IL eau de tise ame te air, for tise arnkitig for Eaveral deys pi-avious, Iu lika
speciflo gravity cf tho aturicpisere la se sans]] ranner a cloudiesa, or nearly cloudiesa aky, la
tisat tisera fa nothiug te ha attracte?. a baem ca-tin indication cf dry weatiser con-

.- Laplace calculate? thst tisa joint attraction tiuuing, wran a wmmd et cousiderable vélocity
cf tise sun anur con teether couir? net sua- blows fa-en a raiuy, sontberly direction, than
tisa atinosphere nt a quaciier rate tissu five when tisera as very littho mnd, and its direc-
miles a day. tien i8 fa-cm tise nortis cf due aeut.

-As for lunar amanaticea, net a aigu cf The fia-st sudl worst of ail frauda le te cheat
thea bas tirer been discovered. onces selt.--Baley.


