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level af a duit mediocrity, but many ai thc best and
most active andci arriest worcrs in the Miaster'q
vineyard occasionally feel the strain that the pre.
paration weekly of twvo frcsh, inspiring and efféc.
tive sermons brings. Even wvere this the only part
of the îvork that dcmanded thcir attention it %votld
at times bce both difflcult and irksomne, but Mihen
the dernLnds on thc minister's timc and effort buc.
corne so numerous as thcy nov do, thiere Ie CMa
sans wbien the stress is severe and the temptations to
rcsort to makesits arc great.

To meet these difficulties of a pastor's %vork thiq
inventive age bas supplied several duvices, sonie af
them of a very questionable character. Thiere -ire
several publications, excellent of tF -r ind, tli.it airn
at gîving the busy and overtvorked minister effec.
tive aid in the preparation of his sermons. 1o.st
of these magazines givc several excellenit sermons
it ewlcnso, îith a viev perhaps of supplyliig înd.
els %vorthy af imitation. These arc followcd hy
outlines of sermons of varying mient, which the
preacher mnay adopt and fill out for bis ovil «se.
From the extensive circulation ta vich thîe best of
these publicati mns have attained, it may bcie irred
that flot a few ministers do flot disdain to aliîîk
use of them. Whcthcr the use af these lwelpq k at
ail times legitimate is an ethical question that
preachers may bc e le ft ta decide for thicmnscils.
Tbere is a practice, howvever, folloived by soute
wbich is wvbolly indefensible, that af a prenclîci
stealine the sermons of another and giving theni aq
if tbey were his own. The extent ta which t!<i4is
donc it is impossible ta know, but that it s (lonce
sometimes is made manifest by occasiona.' decc.
tion. A writer in the BTuteentt Celury statct
that "' so-czled religions papers and bookzscllers'
catalogues teem i vth advertisemen ts af rcad ly.înile
discourses af every shade af orthodoxy, andl Lt
prices ranging froni sixpence to a guinea, thirty
shillings or aven two guineas for the rarest vitges.'
It is clean from the abundance of the supply ar.d
the persistent mnanner in %vhich thesc ivares are <ad-
t ertiscd that the dcmand for theni must be coîîsid.
arable. In connection îith the sacred ininistry tlîis
s a state ai tbings far from creditable. It indi.

cates a dulled conbcience, suggests faithicssîes and
an obscured moral sense. It is difficult ta concelvu
af a blessing on the preaching whose place af pre.
paratian is in Grub StTeet. In aIl tlàs tlivrc is a
painful suggestion ai sbamn and insincerity, Cati i
blessing bce looked for fnom Him wlîa desireth trti
in the intvard parts on this pitiable and iiiercenarit>'
business ? It is told that many years ago in HâMin.
burgh there were two ministers ai the saine inamei
%vhose letters were occasianally interchanged. One
ivas a Churchman, the other a dissenter. The for.
mer ivas disposed ta look on the latter as a usurper,
and forîvarded a mispiaced latter with a laconir
note in îvhich it w~as stated e' that if you did sicit
arragate ta yourself a title ta vicli you have lit-
dlaim, tbis mistake îvouid not bave accurrcd.' Timec
passed on. To tl .ý dissenter came a ral ai litho -
grapbed sermons lie bad rever ordered. Tley were
for the brother who magnifled bis office, ta vhoin
they were forwarded with the formula altered ta
suit the occasion - " If yau did flot arrogate ta vour-ý
self a function whose duties yau are unable ta fui.
fil, titis mistake wouid flot have occurred "-a
sevene sentence no doulit an the habit af preaching
purcbased sermons, but after ail the oniy fitting
one that belongs ta, a practice that brings those who
resant ta it into the cantemptoaiaalI honest men.

PERSECUTION IN RUSSL-1.

LT takes a long time for some rulers, civil anid
ecclesiastical, ta conmprehend the meaning af

the declaration put so clearly by the framers af the
Westminster Confession, " Gad alone is Lord oi
Conscience." With inconceivable folly the Himpenr
Charles V. imagined that lie cauld crush out tlhe Prot-
estant Reformation. It is told ai hlm that wvhen,
after bis abdication, lie was an inmate ai the Mon.-
astery af St. 1Just he had a fancy for cailecting cdockis
which he *placed on the walls ai bis apartnients. It
traubied him much becanse he could neyer milkc
tbem ail ]keep the same time. Some ane asked
him how lie could expect ta make minds tlîinl, alike
when he was unabie ta regulate a few time-pieces.
Since his day many bave attempted the impossible
feat of securing national religiaus unity. In every
instance it has been a manifest failure. Where the
exercise oi authority lias been the mast absolute,
and persecution the 'nost relentiess, the measure af
success bas been f ar frorn complete. Apparent
snccess and conspicL'ous failure alike have shown
that God has not deiegated ta any mortal however
exalted, be lie prince or pope, the authbrity of~ con.
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trollhîg the lîuman conscience. Louis XIV.'s
revocat ion ai thc E dict ai Nantes did not extirpate
l'rot c4tant istil fromn France, and tbe exile af its bcst
anid uost industniaus citizeis ivas felt ta be a dis-
tinct los.q ta the kingdom and a check ta its induq-
trial is well ns ta its moral and relîgiaus progress.

Inoaur own time %vitli ail its belaudcd enligbt-
conent, %we sec the same absurd and cruel policy
pui-mSd by thc C 'ar of Ritssia Those ta vbam is
entrustcd the gaverfiment oi the Russian people
appetu' ta have dctcrmined on secuning tlie uni-
fication af the Muscovite Empire by the repressian
of civil anid religions liberty. The spectre af
Nihlisrn that stalks thraughi the land bas terror-
li.ed tlhe ruling powcrs not iithout reason. Its
inctiaces and threats are the evidence ai discontent
andi desperation. Tbat tbe Czar and bis minîsters
arc thîoroughlv alarmcd is no cause for ivander.

'lîîdaniger tuit threatcns is direct and avowed.
lt 1,; natural that thec miens should take ail proper
î>ncautions ta %vard off the danger wvith %vhich tbey
are costanitly metiaced, but those wlio understand
and cnjoy tlhe priceless blcssings ai canstitutianal
lberty uî<îy question the means employed for the

preservation ai the State, and cannet but feed the
d1telpcst sympathy for many ai the victims ai the
hihnhian exercise ai arbitrary powver. Uniess Rus-
.41mi ao <rssion resuits diffrently from the teach-
ing of hi4tory the end iîlie very mucli unlike
tlîît itîtendeti by the Czar and his counsellors.

l'le motive for the religiaus persecutions main-
lainoti for the iast few years daes nat lie so visibly
on the surface, although it is apparent that the
oly attenipt at its justification is that it is a means

for sccuriig the compleue unification ai the Russian
s1ationality. For years the Lutherans ai German
origîn reidesit in the Baltic Provinces have been
su bjectcd tatlcharshest and most arbitrary measures.
Tihcy are treateci ecclesiastically and cîvilly as an
in'crior race, and denicd the free exercise ai reli-
gions privilege, bcbng hampered and restricted on
cvery hand. Thecir educational institutions bave
beeti virtualiy suppressed, and ail instruction must
ioawvi bcanductcd in the Russian language. Out-
side rernstrance bas in no way helped ta mitigate
tlhe scverity ai the autacratic rigaur witb wbich the
I utlicraiîs iin Russia have been treatcd.

The Stunclists have ai late years become vcry
nuinneraus hii Southern Russia, îvbere at the beginning
of the present century, being exiles fram Germany,
tliey.settled. Wilhelm, king aif Wurtemberg, baving
tlhe saîne idea that possesses Alexander III. ai Rus-
sia, that ail ai his subjects sbould be ai the same
fLith, expelicti these simple and earnest Chistians
f'r<mm bis kingdom because tbey reiused ta coniorm
ta the national Churcli. They found an asyium in
Rîîssin, whec, by the iervency ai their devotion and
the caîîsistency and prity ai their lives, they mnade
La fiivouaiîble impression on many of tbe Russians
Liong whom tlîcy lived. 0f late years large num-
bers joisicd themi and tbey were wilding an influ-
ecec for goati that the dead orthodoxy ai the Grcek
Chinrchi was powerlcss ta effect. Under the inspira-
tion, it is understaod, ai M. Pobedonastzeif, presi-
dent ai the lIoly S>nod, the decree has gone forth
that it is a punisliable crime for them ta make con-
verts or ta teach their own chiidren the iaith ta
wvhich they arc so devotedly attacbed. The resuit
ai this cruel andi arbitrary poiicy' bas been ta, send
loto Siberian exile a large number ai the best and
rnost upright citizens in the Russian Empire. Fami-
lic.s are broken up, chiltiren have been torn iromn
tlicir parents' bornes and committed ta the trainîing
ai îîricsts in the tenets ai the Greek Church.

T'he severitv with which the Jewish inhabitants
af Russia bave been visited is familiar toaail. They
hiava becsu driven from their homes, and many ai
theni have biad ta icave their possessions and go in-
ta exile for no other reasan than that the impenial
decree lias, gone forth that ail the subjects of the
Czar af Russia must belong ta the Greek Church, a
decrcec impossible ai fulilment. Persecution for
conscience sakie will prove a îinnawing process.
Thiose wio for various reasans consider it palitic ta
con fornta the national religion can hardîy prove sn-
ce couverts, and the pions Stundists and other
di-iseuters who are prepared ta suifer persecution for
Chrlst's sake will retain their convictions, which wii
ouI» becorne mare preciaus ta themn becanse af the
trials thiey bave been called upon ta endure. The
Jcev docs not readiîy give up the faith af bis fathers
bocause ai the harsh treatmnent of Gentile rulers.
Russiaîî bigotry and persecutian imay lead ta resuits
that wilh astanish those who ini this age have resort-
cd ta the discarded weapons ai a bygone time. How
thankful we ought ta be for the blessings ai civil
and rlgions freedom ; may we becamne increasingly
alive to the responsibilities they bring 1

£BohB anb (Iami3nest
Tira cntcrprising publishers, S- W. Straub & CO-, 243 State

Street, Chicago, have iavoured us with a beautiful new sang, 1* O
Father Reep I's,' words by Maria Straub, miusic liy S. %V. Straub.
This is an excellent 3acrcd song, beautiful and not diflicuIt.

A Nitw and authorized ice of l1r. Spurgeon, entitîrd Il From
the Usher's Desk to the Tabernacle l'ilpit,' încluding lis Isat sick-
nets, with portraits of Mr. Spurcecn, Family Poartraits and sixty
ather illustrations, including Mr. Spurgeons birti' place, at Kcl.
vedon, Esse-The Stockwell Osphanagc-his honte and study t
Wesîwood. The Metrapoliran Tabernacle, etc., will be published
vcry shortly by A. C. Armstrong & Son, àNew York, simultane-
ously, by arrangement with Mr. Spurgeon's ptbtthers, I'assmore &
Alabaster, of London.

SITCIAL joUrnalls, Callege, '<rade, Socirtu, are becoming
very much in vogue, and the number of <hem is steadrly increas.
ing. The latest on aur table is the Canad1ran ilfite, published at
the Institution for the Deat and Dumb, Blelleville, Ont. Il is au
eight-paged palier af thirty-tvo coluins, prnted un excellent piper,
and its typographical appearance is very creditable to the voiceless
compositers, Who, aiter only a fcw weelcs' training, set up the great.
er part af the f«rst nunaber. W'e cangratulate the tperintendeet on
having added another usefuli ndustry te <hase aiready tauglit in thie
Institution, and thie pupîls on obtainteg an admirable medium of
communication with their friends throughaut the cauntry. The
abjects for which the paper has been started are commendable, and
WC trust it vlill meet vith the flilrst mtasuxe of ',uccess in the filil
is intended ta accupy.

l'iRaOLD %ND NEW TEsTA.NIE5T SrUDKNTr. lHartford.
Cann.: Tht Student Publishing Ca. )-T*he Sit:dent has commenced
the practice of giving poutraits and sketches of American 0181 Tes.
tansent îc'bolars. The subjeet selectecl for tlhe February number ia
Proie ir James Strang, LL.D., ùi Madison, N.J., a! whom the
skcetch by Rev. J. W. Menienhaîl, D.D. Professer lienry P.
Smith, (,l Lane, wtites an IlThe 1F.vidence of Cotnpilatiun." IlThe
Religiod Ideas of the First Book cf Maccabees " is the theme an
which I'rofessor Franke C. Porter, af Yale, writcs Dr. Robert
Francis Ilarper, Londoen, England, treats of "The Discovery and
Decipherment o! tht Cuneiotnm Inscriptions," and Professor F. B.
Denia, ci Ilangar, Mtaine, discusses IlThe Boak of Ecclesiastes."
rhere aire nteresting and well-nrranged studies an the founding cf

the Chi -an Church, as welI as several ocher valuable features in <is
month's - ui.

FoOTrHrLostFOR FAITItz's FuicT. InSang and Story. <Trante:
William llriggs.,;-This is the titît ai a dainty little valume on
llymns and 1iymn-writers, by tht Rev. W. Il. W. Bocyle, B.A.,
late pastar ci K~nox Church, St. Thoas. The popuiadity of the
werk 's evdcnccd by the fact that thaugh it bas beem on tht markcet
oly a *tw weeks a second editian bas bren calîrd for already. With
truc partie <25we the author analyzes six af the greatesi hymns in our

language, sets forth <beir doctrinal inteet, and applirs their practical
teaching. Brief sketches are given af tht lives ef the writers cf <bese
hymes, tht more stirring incidens in their experience are graphically
pourîrayed, andi mention is also mnade of the circarmstaeces under
'vliich the hynins wcre composed. These illustrative lectures are at
c ce £0 beautihîil, sol syni..thetic and sn practicai <bat ardinary read-
ers canno ai ldta, rad hem without interest and profit, and ministers
will find themn suggestive and stimulating.

BiBLa SrumaRS. By Rev. . L. Soay, A.M. Illustratrd with
four coloured plates and sixty.four ful-page baîf-tone eograviegs.
(London, Ont.: McDermid & Logan). -Religirtus meditation s~ one
cf tht obvieus need cf aurtinie. Its value ie the cultivation and de-
velopmnent of spiritual lite is more generally recagnized than acted
upon. 'Whatever belps tht contemplative side a! Christian lite
should bt highly pized. Tht present volume bas been sptcially and
carefully prepared ta advance <bis abject. It is comprehensive ie its
scope and includes family as well as personal relgaon. I< is well si-
iranged and presenîs studies 'or every day in the ycarr, helps for the
devotional hour, a closet pirmise with brie! meditations, and a
chi ldren's corner for every weck je the year. Thetext ofecdScrip.
turc study is give in full, and carc!ully-selected relectinns are culird
front a great nureber ci tht best writets in the Engilali language.
Tht work is neatly and clearly printed, and tht pictorial embellish-
meers are ef great beauty, maey o! <hem being neat reproductieons of
Iloffmans fameus pictures. Tht work needs ne cammndat ion ; il
commends itseif.

THE ScoTcH*IISuH AmEiURCA. Proceediegs and Adâresiars cf
the Third Congress at Louisville, Kentuckcy. (Nashville, Teen.:
Barbet & Smih).-It is an admitttd fact <bat tht sturdy Scotch.Irish
settiers on ibis continent have taicen a fll shart ie doing lits worlc
and hclpîeg on ils progress. In arganizing fer tht purpose cf pre.
serving tht records ai their race, and cultivating the spirit cf brother-
ly kindness a-nong theraselves, <bey are doing excellent work. Tht
volume tht records the piactedings of theit thiid Coligits aunofn
great intercet. Tht «irat part, prefaced by a good portrait of Rev.
John Hall, D.D., is devotcd <o a narrative of the proceedings cf the
assemblage at Louisville last May. Part second contains IlThe
Scotch-Irish o! the Bencb and Bar," by Hon. A. E. Stevensoa-, o!
Blooeiington, Ill.; IlThe Influiencetai the Scotch-Irish 'n the Forn.%-
ion of the Goverement cf tht United States," by Dr. J. H. Bryson,

ai Alabama ; IlThe Scotch-Irish AmonZ tht Nations," by Dr.
Thomab Murphy, a! Phladephia ;<"The Scotch-Irish cf Câlifornia,".
by Mr. Terence Mlasterson, of San Francisco, Cal.; IlTht Scotch.
Irish of East Tenînessee," by Judge 0. P. Temple, of Knoxville,
Teen.; IlAndrew Jackson," by Dr. D. C. Kelley, of Tennesset;
IlTht Scotch-Iribh cf Kentucky," by Judge William Lindsay, of
Frankfort, Ky. ; "Tht ScochIrish et Canada," by Rev. Stuart
Acheson, of Toronto ; I"Que Pledge <c Pcs<eity," by Dr. John S.
MacIntoali, c! Philadephia ; the sermon cf Dr. John Hall at the
great rcigioui meeting at the Loisville Audiitoium ; together with
many other va.lua'uli ad inttresiing contributions. Tht appendix
cantains a biographical liai cf members c!f<lae Society, furnisWIng tht
oely convenient means by which tht genealogies and !amily rettion-
sbipi cf the race cae be'tracei.


