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4. As stated in a circular issued some months ago,
all books, decuments, old letters, old  scrmons,
pamphlets, minuies of Synods and Presbytenies, which
may be sent 1o me,will be carefully used and safely re-
turned in due time, 17 reguired, or they will be retain-
cd if permitted, to be classified and bound, with con-
necting and explanatory notes, for permancnt preser-
vation, for the use of our Chusch, in Knox College.

Next week 1 hope to complete my notice of the life
and labours of Rev. D. W. Eastman, and 1 shall try
1o follow it with succeeding chapters more rapidly
than 1 have hetctofure published,  This will depend
much however, on the promptaess with which my ap-
peals for information shall be responded to,

H. S. McConiuw.
St Catharines, Jan. 25th 18;9.

P.S. Just as 1 was about to deposit this communi-
cation in the Post Office, the maut Lronght me from
Rev. H. Gracey, of Gananoque, a package of papers,
mostly fragmentary items left by Rev. William
Smart.  Though of themselves, apparently unimpor
tant, they are helpful hints, and have furnished some
information for which I have been long searching in
vain. He has struck a lead which will bear working;
and there are many such leads within * prospecting ”
reach of Presbyterian pastors. H.S. M.

THE GOSPEL IN ITAL Y.

(C omlmfm’. )

The questions of main importance were two, and
had been made the uvbjects of careful study by the
congregations, which had sent their single reports to
the gentlemen to whom had been commutted, by the
last Conference, the charge of condensing such state-
ments into one, tu be studied and discussed in a
thorough manner at the present meeting. The fisst
was the question of the © Sanclifi ation of the Lords
Day,” Rev. B. Pons, evangelist at Leghorn, lecturer.
Sabbath keeping. 1s a very difficult guestion for wur
young churches.  As you know, Sabbath vhservance
is not enforced by the civil law here, as it is with you,
If such observance were enfurced by the laws of the
country, the problem would be easily solved, and
Sabbath-keeping would takeits place amoungst the
habits and customs of the peuple, who would have no
opportunity of openly transgressing the command-
ment. Butin lwly the greatest part of business is
very often transacted on that day,  The Government
offices are open, the shopping and trades are going
on as usual, at least fur halftheday, so that the mem-
bers of our churches find themselves in a very ankward
condition. On one hand they feel themselves bound
by God's command, on the other they know that if
they refuse to work, they will lose the bread of their
fanulies.  How to reconule these two extremes - this
is the question. The lecturer’s upinion is that first of
all we must try as individuals and as churches to ex-
ercise an influence un public opiniun, sv as to bring
those in authority and puwer to the observance of
that day more on cconomical and hygienic grounds,
than from religious motises, which would have no
force with different classes of people.  This end must
be accomplished by means of public lectures and con-
ferences,and leading articles i1 thenewspapers,as well
as socicties for the sanctification of the Lord's Day, to
be constituted nevery district and in every congrega-
tion, and under whose auspices pamphlets should be
printed and circulated. Lastly, the munisters and
church sessions should impress upon every church
member the nccessty of Sabbath observance for
themselves and for the sake of example, althouzh dis-
ciplinary steps could not, as yet, be taken aganst
those who are obliged, in spitc of themselves, to ne-
glect this ordinance.

The question next in importance was that of
woluntary contr’butions, lecturer Sig. E. Laforte,
deacon of the church of Palermo. A church must
live by itself, and work by itself. This 1s a general
principle which has been realized by all the churches
thathike ours, haveno official connection withthe State.
We arc sausfied with being tolerated and protected,
but we, want to be free from any interference at the
hand of the Government.  Therefore e must provide
the means for carrying on our missionary work. But
how shall we do it? Themother Church has quite
enough to think of herscll. We have hitherto applied
10 the liberality of Christian friends in Great Britain,
lrelmd, and America, but those resources might fail
us by some unexpccled circumstance, and we cannot
apect that the poor people of our congregations who

give their penny per week for the susteutation fund,
after they have contributed to the othes schemes of
the church, will be able to do much towards Halan
cvangelization. Let us hope however that the appli

cations made to our friends will be liberally respond

edtofor along while,and that as God has provided for
the past, He will provide fur the future, but mean

while let us not be dle. Let us educate
our pevple to give. Let us make them un

derstand that stas their privilege and thewr duty, and
i order to encourage personal cffort, let us hase
finanuial comuuttees in vur Presbytenies, for  the
purpose of increasing the conttibutions, and of mah

wg of our Church a self-supporting Church,  Some
progress has been made already in that way, s
appears from the financial statements of the various
years, There was collected for the schemes of the
Church, in 1870, $1,y00, n 1873, $4,223. 1n 1870,
$5,350 , and in 1878, $5,677. But as werequire cvery
year more than $50,000, the deficit is great stdl,
and we trust that our British and Amencan fiiends
will not fail when the need 15 presaing.

The Conference then took up the proposals of
various kinds, forwarded by the Presbyteries. It was
a great saving of tume that they had been presvivusly
discussed at Presbytery mectings, so that nubudy was
taken by surprise. First to be taken in hand was a
Iiturgy, drawn up by Prof. Revel,and which had been
sent, by the third Conference, to the several districts, in
order that it should be examined as carefully as pos-
stble. But as the opintons of the districts were rather
of a contradictory kind, the confercnce agreed to ash
the Waldensian Synod to appoint a committee wah
the special purpose of drawing up a hturgy that would
suit both the branches of the Church. .\ questivn
that had stirred the feclings of many a church sessiun
and mote than oue Presbytery, was the name to Le
given to the mission-churches.  Four of the Presty
lcnes.q,rccdto callthem “The Evangelical Waldensian
Church,” Others, puinting out such a name as a hund
tance to ausswnary woth, because nutl beny, typicad
of any denomination, wanted them to be calied
sumply “ The Evangelical Chuich,” adupting at the
same tune, as their motto that of the Waldensian
Church . Lux lucet s tencdris. The Conference de
aded this to be a premature guestion, and resvlved
to leave it in abeyance.

To complete the Presbyterian edifice, the Presby-
tery of Tuscany had propused that the Generai Con-
ference should be henceforth regarded as equal to the
Waldensian Synod, and cndowed with legislaine
power, without any further need of the sanctivn of that
Assembly , that cach branch of the Church, without
becoming severed from each other, should have a
meeting of its own ; and, finally, that a General As-
sembly composed of the represeatatives of buth the
Synod of the valleys and the Synod of the mussivn
churches should be held unce every three years, to
which Assembly should belung the supreme authur-
ity, and every final decision. Considering that the
membership of the Churches of the 1alleys is more
than that of the mission churches, although the num.
ber of congregations is much smaller - sothat with the
federative system, the foriner churches should not be
fairly dealt with—the General Conference, while they
recogneze this to be the aim which must be kept in
view as the crowning of a true Presbytenan organi-
zation, and while they express the wish that the pro-
gress of the work should be such as to make of this
proposal a necessity, deem it premature at the present
time, and send the question to be studied by the Pres-
byteries.

This was the course of the procecdings of the
Conference. On the Sawrday monung, all the
members thercof met in the church for a scrvice of
mutual exhortation and cdification, when the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper was cclcbrated wuth the
deepest solemnity.  Let me not forget to say that
brotherly letters of invitauon were furwarded to all
the nunisters of the foreign churches that are at work
s Italy, but only one of thein was enabled to he pre-
sent amongst us, Rev. Dr. G. B. Taylor, American

with pastor Appia from Patis, and pastor Rochedicu
from Belgium. On Monday the 2nd of Scptember,
the Waldensian Synod was opened in Torre-Pcllice,
with the ordination to the holy ministry of two young
men who had completed thair studies in our collcgc
at Florence, and bad spent some tune in foreign uni-
versities, They WCre now to enter, in regular form,

the mission-field. ~The preacher took as his text,

Bapust, who was welcomed in the Assembly along .

Fachicl xxxin, ;7 . “1 have set thee a watchman to

the house of Istacl,” and spoke of the duty, of the re-

sponsiility and of the reward of the faithful watch-

wan.  The nunisters present then laid their hands on

theu young brathiren in the name of the Lord. ‘The

Rev. Dr. Lotimer from 1 ondon, Rev. D. Miller from

Genog,and Rev. Dr. Yale tram Scotland, took partin the

ceremony andafterwardsdelivered bratherly addresses

that were thankfully received, and cordially answered

by the moderator, Di. Lantaret.  The first question

which engaged the attention of the Synad, was the an-

ucxation of a new pansh, some thousands of miles

distant from the Church of the Valleys, 1 mean the

Culomia del Rosanio in Uruguay, to which morethan a

thousand Waldensians have emigrated. A minister

was scnt to them last year.  He was cordially receiv-

cd by all the members of that church, which accord-

ing toats request, will henceforth be called she Seven

teenth Panish of the Waldensian Church, Both the

Humme Committee and the Mission Bo. 1 gave in full

rcpurts of ther operations, which were considered

very satisfactury, and the same gentlemen were ap-

pointed to form the two comumittees for next year. A

very interesting report on the catechumens was read

by the minister of the parish of Rora. How to in-

struct the young men ; how to conduct the Bible-

classes ; how to keep the young people under the in-

fluence of the Gospel after they have been receivad in-

to membership  these were the main points on which

the lecturer laid stress.  The excercise of discipline in

the Church, and the duty of contributing more and

wore to the Church schemes, were also the subjects of
very intersting and practical discussions.  The atten-

tion of the Assembly was then drawn to our schools

and colleges.  The preparatory college at La Tour is

in a prusperous condition and numbers seventy-five

papds, thuigh i is tu be deplored that owing to the vast-

neas of the programme, classical studies are to some

eatent neglected  The Divinity Hall that had been

transfesred to Florence in $862, to enable our students

to become thoioughly acquainted with the Italian

language, numbers at present, seventeen students,

taught Ly threc prufessors, who have made themselves

hnuwn by works of real theological value.  Attached
to the schiool is a Lbrary containing 7,000 volumes,

atwongst which is a rich collection of all the editions
of the Bible printed since the time of the Reforma-
tivn. At their last sederunt the Synod expressed their
unanimous and decp fecling of grief for the lamented
death of King Victor Emanuel, and their confi-
dence that the son will follow his father’s steps in his
luyalty to the constitution, and that he will grant
freedom ot conscience. The expression of the con-
stant fa'thfulness of the Waldensian people to the
dynasty of Savoy was conveyed to King Humbert I,
who, in aninterview which he had in July last, with

the moderator of our Church, gave the assur-
ancc that nothing would induce him to interfere with
the liberty which we have enjoyed hitherto.

Turin. \V. MELLE, Evangelist.

COLLEGE LECTURESHIPS.

Mg, FITOR, Several letters kave lately appeared
in your columus from “Dubius,” “Covenant- Keeper,”
and “Clericus,” regarding lectureships in Knox and
Qicen’s colleges.  You have also kindly given in
“editarials,” what you consider the legal aspects of
the questions in dispute, for which accept thanks. I
fecar however that plain readers are apt to get some-
what confused by the lengthened replies given to the
queries of your correspondents.  Possibly any further
attempt may be but to darken counsel with words, but
there canbe no great harm in briefly stating how the
matter appears to one who makes no pretcnsions to
legal tore, and who cannot claim to be posted in the
dzcisions of Chuzch Courts.

I presume, after the learned and pungent commu-
nication of “ Covenant Keeper,” that “ Dubius” must
admit that the authorities of Queen’s College” have
the loral »ight 10 appoint professors and lecturers,
sohen ami az they see fit, without so much as submit.
ting their nominations to thé General'Assembly.  But
“lrgtl vigits” is onc thing ~the wisdom and expe-
diency of making such appointments in such a way is
another. 1 confess it seems a little strange, to hear
it whispered over the Church, that certain ministers
have been offered—or kave declined as the case may
be—certain professorships in Quecn's college, without
the slightest reference to, or recognition of, the Gen-
eral Assembly. It-would, I believe, very much increase



