
Cboice 'iite.ratuire.
h'1' A W.) 1 SHL KXE IV MOT.

-~hC"le t 'vil it f.\It
DY MARI U AI.1 i 'M. ItOBLi(ITSON.

"1 %vas bîtt a lad," lie satd ta hiuuselt. "I diduta kem wbat
lie îuas tilt 1 losiut "

You arc growîig like hiuit.ti"litl," s,i'l ls mîtauler sofuly.
"Amui1, nîtîer > 1 doubu mit "ily your lovig cen uhat

can secil.
"lArc yo roubied, Johnt ? cre tiue tvjrls tu.tu rose ta tlie

nioîher's lp ,but flic),a ere îDot skî."Ye're ueeduîîg yomr
tea, Johna," said site instead.

Joaln lauglied. Il l'utiîieeditîg aaîîtinmd l'il be glad
utfîîîy tea in thie ieantinie. No, yott arc iiot'ta rise. Y'on arc
ta sit stili in your chair laitdtcll ite wlîat il) do."

Not uliat lie neededi telling. 'llie skîll 1, anîd tite vill, and
fle gentlencss naitiral ta a loviuing timuI.er hlla cole ta titis
innuler's saut thu iogî lonig audid ovimtg service. Sa te hlte
table %vas brouitu forward, oi whîcti aIlt littgs %vert already
arranged. The toait .u "uI an" tid the tea-lbot cuvered
ivitî t he Il cosie," anîd duriiî lite thrce miinutes necessary and
suflicient for its prolier infusion, idin irnt tu hi5 raont, anîd
the tnoter's acc grcw grave Mlile bile ated.

IHe's no' aI ue.çe ivit timamiieif. îBot lt'l tll l i,- if lî's
needing uîîy litlp. Gad bless flîint and kecep hunit tIis day-.
and forever ant iaye"

Tben Johnt caille ini and thp<' ia..d tîmoîir ca, anîd spoke
about aiier tugsý about aIl vismu site 11,1(lltaid in tue afuer-
nooiront litule %I.trjorie, wvlionit Alson Bain liad carried in
bier amnis ta sec lier, as slIteooi did, anud obflîov te clild
iras grawung sramger oi-cry day. Andl thei t uey a.-recd ta.
geuher that luttle Antnic *flti,ui, wi id been cotutîng n ta bîellp
1Mrs. Beaton ailttosbe yeitrs, ,hould cotet noir ta sîay alîvays,
hecause it would bc better mnn it.ny %vays for bathm nistress and
maîd. They spokt!aofutier tings bubiles ; but ut must ho
acknoîvicdged tîat J -)ha said little, antd iras net sa rcady îvith
assent or response as lho %as %vont u tbo uMien is inouler lîad
anyuhiîîg ta say ta hit.

Airer a tinte they telI inta silence for a fitnie, ant lin John
said -

1 have sonîetiiî, ta tell yaiu, inoter,"
"Is if good news, John ?" simd bis iithier %vitb a littie

fltter au lier iîeart.
"lParu ai it is good, surely. As for tlte res-that mnay ho

good or bad, as yeu sîtaîl take il."
"' l'ai îvaiting-, John."
For John's hcad had draoped an lis hand, and lie sat

thinkin-.
"Andy'c a %voc anxiaus? Butt thiere is mie occasiomn,

moîhor dear. I have goad news. 1I neant ta tel you -:le
nigbt 1 came homo. I couîtd lardiy %%-ait tit Igaotie ta tel
you. 1 dinna kon liov I pou toff,"added John burriedly.
IMother, dîd you ever lcar mîîy ftuer sp-ak i a god turmi
ie once did ta anec David. Cunninghamî, a long tinte ago it

mnust have bcen ?
"lNo. Hoeîvaina one îvho ivas n the ay ai uelltng a'

the good tomns lie dd, as yc heen. But 1 umnd flie naine af
Cunnir.gham."

"This must have been bofore vour day. Nlaybe a goad
witie hefare i." Anid jomln ienu ontilu tell the star>'ofai s
faîber's tîuncly bîelpi ta a foolili taiti, anîd ofthte debt wiîch the
man wshed ta pay, according ta lits frmemid's desîre, ta uboso
îvho cime afuer flmm. And i when tue tiad told ail ho knew
about a, and hai tte morîey tiiich lits latier had gîven had
bect i ncrcasing ubrouglu ait ulese years titt st ad ocome a
sum so large that uhe inuerest alone %vould keelp bis mother
in counforu for theo resu ai lier life, bus mathor anly said
softly :

Il Weil, Johni? " as îhîaugb saituin.g whiucl lic ha,] lad ta
say iras still ta ho toI,].

IlWeil, inier. I îhun, tuis your tom now. \Vasna uhat
gramnd ofnîy faiher? "

"Il %vas like iîn. And is titis David Ct:întutg-han bet
spart ail that inoncy ? lu would ho an liulîîng ta barun or
barass him aber sa ln a tuuut."

I camnt say irb-etîter lie chorîcit or poor ; but 1 amn cer-
tain tuaI oliîngè will Iiiidcr litu front paytg bis debt. Ho
tld mc ubat the sight oai îty face lîad giron flm more pica-
ra.c zhan amîyuhmng hz hlutUScon n !ioitand yem,' said joh n,
laugbtng. "I1 would have broughu huit aut ta sec yau, ithe
dacuor îvouid have te flm;ncoine. i-le is but a fraîl man, and
must go ta the soutit again tiltisuommer is tarly here. Ho samd
little about Iiinitelf, huit I knoiv ho is aîtiarried man."

"And lie would bc 5arry ta bear ai your faulier's lassos au
the las."

IlAy, fintit lie iras lie, anti angry au the iii donco limn. If
ho had hu k-nnwr, ]lie said, lie cold have helped ta tide himn
aver the urorsu of lus trouible-,.and it mîglut have praiongcd lis
lite."

lu was Gis %will, and ire iuinst subiiîju," said 'Mrs. Bca-
tan safuiy.

*'Ycs, hit as W.lsitti." Tîten laoin rase and set
the table hack mtin ls place. and sturre,] the tirc and sait down
again.

%Veil, I<'hn ? " svum ltus utottier in a lulte.
Wcli nobor! Vou arc a nîclu wvomian agaîn, in a snîaii

way.'
" "i have nyc hern a ricb wvomtn. If I luad heemu asked

wouid 1 have tmort, iwuild i l-ve 'aid 1I-amicontenu. I amn
glad ai uhîs for yoajr sake, Jn>tn, ifbyou-arc giad. îlot I îiink
the imessage tran ynur f,îltcr, as mu stems, is more ta me tban
the ntancy."

"Vos mailer, andl ta nie as weii."
"Vou lîad stiîmeulttiîg ta tel!lune, JohI-n," said hlis iother, in

a littie.
Ilubaught 1 lia,] ireit 1 caine li"mte. Now 1 ani net

sure. There is %omtultùug th-at remay '.1mcak about togeuluer,
and yn illlihelp nie tan iake up îuîy md anc way or tho
etlicr."

Mrs. Denotn ienr'i. in %ilence as Jnhn vvent on n tell lier
îvbat bho iuîd nectu 'daine and itlunk'nlz frir a %ilc. Ho bad
flot bcen idile %inrc tue hiiiliînz %t,.ài~n enmlcti. lie hiaut hocî
in the cnpioviiteni of ane of lte Ihiildr'ç ni t ietown. Ilehaut
been able ta mak l hmelf useini ta lttm-hrbi l>y gning over
and puuing la ights the bnoks of the business, winch lîad
fallen mutn onfmion. andl atu.rwar t arnîre conzenial work,
where bis knvilctaiè;i rawîng. ta %wltteh liceitall givenn umh
tine whcn he iras a -.yvias lirouglut imua acr-ount iritit.a suc-
ccss wliich lad surpriscd bim-.cli. Andl noir bis employer had
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ofTéed him a permanent place, %vitlvart opportunity ta acquire
tlie kind of knovledge of his %vork wdiclî would corne but
sloviy to 1dm ii'hile be.worked only with bis hands.

Heo owned that hie liked Mr. Swintan, and that they got aon
weli togetber. Yses, the prospect of success seetned reasan-
ably certain if hie were ta givo himsclf wbolly ta the work.
And then hiecaime tn a pause.

" Yes. It looks lik-e diat,'l sad his mother. Site rnissed
thic cager hopefulness %vth which lier son iwas wont ta bring
forvard any nev plan or prospect afilits, and she thaughit i
iiser ta lot hit go on of his own accord to say his say than
ta question bitti.

Do you tbînk %vlI of il, mother il But thcre ts ane thtng
ta be said wluch %vili ploaso neither yau nor tie. 1 doubt in
sttch a case %ve vviIl need ta say farewell ta Nctherinuir, and
take up house in the tawn,"

IlAy, wc should botît bo sorry (or that, but it could bc donc.
You have more ta say yet, John il"

I thoughit I intglbt have more ta say, but since you
arc content wlî tbings as tboy are, ilnuglit bc as well to say
nothing."l

Il *rîl nie wbat is i your mind, John. \Tou nocdna doubt
but l'Il take it reasanably vvhatever il may be."l

John Iauigled.
I 1tave no fears for you, tnotber. It ks for myseif and my

own dîscontents that 1 fear.1»
" Tell yaur inother, iaddie."Then hoe %vent on vvith his stary. Hov lie hadl taken to

coluege %vork in earnest with Sandy Begg, how ho had enjoyeui
it and been successful with it, and hiow the thought had camne
mua bhis mind that after ail he might go on again and redeemn
lis character by doing now v hat lie liad fatled ta do Miben the
vvay was made easy ta bim.

I 1think itny father vuuld ho pleased, motiter, tf ho could
ken. Wben 1 think of him 1 canna forget that 1 gave hîm a
sore beart at the timo vben bis troubles were coming thick
uipon btm. I îvould like ta do as lie wisbod (me ta do, nov
that the %vay seemns open."

J.Vs the way openi"I ask~ed his niolher gravely. IlIf you
take that wvay, ail tnar you have heon doing and Icarning for
the last years will ho an utter loss. 1 bave aye liked ta think
of you as folloving in your fatbcr's stops ta overtake success as
ho didY'

I 1rnl not the mani my father ivas, as no anc should ken
botter than niy mother.>'

"lBut tf you were ta faîl in îib this man's offer, you could
take the road your fatbcr toak vith fewer steps and less labour,
and 1 tnighu5se you a prospeous man yet before I die. And
ail the gond your father did, vheter apenly or in secret,
would begin again in bis son's lite, and sorte oaili, at least,
yaur mother migbit soc. 1 canna but long for the like of that,
John."

I1waul try ta do my bost, inother. But my best wouid
faîl far short of wbat my father did."

"Oh, fie! John, laddie ! What ails Vo at yourself the
nichu, nian ? Do I no' ken my ai son by tbis lime, tbink yei
Ay, do 1. Boter, maybe, tban he kens bimsel'."

IlThere can ho no smaîl doubt af that, mothor. Oniy your
kind eyes sec fevver falis and fading than ho kons af bimself.
And, mother, I arn afraid the man wvho had iny father for bis
gond frtend bas donc me atri i turn. Ho bas, in a measure,
taken away the motive for my work, and so 1 can have fintie
pleasuire in it."1

IIBut, John, you vll bave you. ain life ta ltve and vour
amn vork ta do when your mother is dcad and gono. I have
been pleased and proud ta have my soitifur breadtvînner, and
ken ubat ho %vas ufleased and proud for the saine reasan. But
for ail that, 1 am, glad that vout are set free ta îhink af your
atnlibc. You are wcaring on, lad, and it %vould bc a great glati-
ness far me ta seo you in your atn bouse with wtfe and
bairns about you hbore I die. Ye can lot yourself tbink afi h
now, since I1arn off your hands."

«"tMay ye live ta sec ail yau ish, moilier. Ilu inna be
this Mvile, tbough. There's ttme enough fnr the ltke of
that."1

" Weili, hat's truc. There's no' ta say much timo losu ai
four*and-twenty. Blu1 arn groivng an q1d woman and frail,
and 1 mayna have so very many years beforo nie. And yc
needna put marriage af iT liddle ltfo as Vour fater dtd.
Thnuigh lie aye said lîad we met sooner it rnîglt have been
dîfferent even with htrn. And ittvauld ho a wondcrfui uiîîng
for me ta sec my son's wicé and bairris hofore 1 die," rcpeated
she soffly.

John rose and movcd about the roaa. lHo badl ta do it
wîth cautton, for there -. as noa svace for more than tîwo or
three of bts long, timpatient strîdes betwecen thc four walls.
Hts impulse %vas ta rush aurt ibth darkening ].,nes or even
ta the miore dtstant btlls, that lie migbr bave it out witîh im-
self theré.

For bis motbor's -vords hail movcd bîm and a pair of wîst-
fui, brown cyos wert laoking at him tram the dying cmbcrs
and fromn the darkness without. lie %as saying Ca hum-;lf
that the way lay straight beforc lîîm tf ho chose ta take t-
the way ta moderato success tn lite, a compctencc ebore lis
youth %vas past, and, as his motlbor had saîd, a wrifc and a
happy home.

And wauld ail thts content hinm eVho could say ? No
thouglit af these thtngs had troubicd him, or even caine is.o
hts mind til nnwv. And fia suc'n thoughrs %wouid bave Loine
now, hoe told Ilimseif, if itu nad flot been far bus nîather's worls
andi a patir of bonny con. Shoulâ ho lot himself ho influen';cd
by a dreamn-â more fancy?

it wouldpa.ss. away, bis fally. Ittnust p.ss.taý:,ay. Xould
t bc %vise ta lot circuîîîstances guide 1dm tari ako tho course
îvhich secmed for a time ta bo tho casiest, the innst direct ta
insuro a nîcasureofa surcess? Sbould ho ho %vise in ptiting
out or bis. thoughts the hapes and plans which had bcon accu.
pyi.îg him lately i No, ho was fit for higher work uhaîî cut-
ttng mtnes or building or planning housos. Ho could not go
back Ia sucb work now. Evern bis nîntbor's destre must ho
Dut nsido wben the work of bis hlfe was in question.

.And Vot t-and yet lus mntbor's simple îisdoni hand nover
failcd bim !incc the day tbey had gono forth togethbor tram
îvhat liad bcen the hnppicst ai honmes. Shi: miglittho rigbî,
and ho migbu ho puuing àtway the substance ta pleaso him-
self by chnsing a shinav. Sa hoe said ta bimiself, as she
waîtcd quictly with foided ha-nds. Hoeivas anxious, uncer-
tain, bewtldced, as unlike hîmascîf, or as unlike lus own idca af
himsoll, as couid WcIllhc. lHo was arnazcd and angrynt his
ioolishncss, and cager only ta get away fram his mothces c

"1 promised t<, go to the manse ai wbîlc :o-night, mother,N
laieh wîîh hîs hand upan tho door.
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antd gaod sense, and ivili give you none but good advicc.
But bide a îvee. You bave tld youtr tothor-nothing yet.
Sit down and let me hear wbat you arc tltinking ta do.
Since uve bave heguin, it will hecivise ta go througli ta the
etnd. Sa that you truily kcn your ain mmd, 1 shail ho
content."

John ivas ear from knowing bis oîvn nind. That uvas what
ailed iiini. And lio had beeti sa sure af hiniself belore lic canme
home. And so sure also tbat hoe could persuade bis mother
ta sec as lie dîd about that wlutch lie desired ta bring to pass 1
Ho did not teel that lie couid do justice ta lîimself or luis plans
and prospects nt uhi. manient.

He sat down, howover, anîd 'ent aver the malter train the
beginnu.ig. Ho said sonierhing also about lus liopes and plans
for the future. Ho by na means tubant ta givo up bis work at
prejent. Ho meanuta work in the surmmer as lie had hitîtor-
ta donc, anîd go on with bis reading in the ivinuer. If ho and
Mr. Sîvinuon were ta came ta anagreenient, ir îvouid ho aillthe
castor for lmîm. Hoe bad no bcar but that hoe couki get an witb
bath îvark and reading ttll ho liad got tlîrough, itî the college
au toast.

""'t' O John ! ir iill ho a lang look ta the end ! I can
hardly hoap. ta sc it, tlîough that uvould inatter litule if it were
the bcst thing for you. But îvbat is ta came alter?"» askcd bis
muotiier wutlî.1 sigh.

John could it tell lier Iliat. But ubere uvas notbing nmore
certain titan that Mvien lic slîould ho "thorouglîly furnisbed,"
thue rigbt work îvould ho found-tlîo very lîiglîesî 'vark-and a
kmtîd oai le îvhiciî would suit him, thougli ho nîiglîr nat grouv
rich in ht.

IlJ oît," said lus matlier gravely, I Ibardly tlîink ail that
would lieip yau ta live a botter life than your faîlmer livedi.
fu is nat the ki:d aif vork that matuers :ir is the îvay ir is
donc. Your fatiter dtd bis duty in the sighu ai God and
man, and %venît far beyond what folk whles caîl duty, nover
letting bis left band ken uvhat bis riglît band %vras daing.
And 1 have aye boped that ye mighu follotv in bis stops. lu
is like a sligiu an your fatiior, John, wvhen ye speak ai higher
work."

IlMatber 1 you catunot really rbink utat ai me 1 And,
inotber, you mnusrt mntular my bauler meanu nme ta do as I
wishied ta do. lu k aoniy ta bogin a littie later titan lho boped.
And there is nfiabar but 1 shail sec my uvork îvhon I arn ready
for it."

"And ver uliere is many a maxi in Scnulaîîd witb a store o'
book learmîtng wha lias dune fatle uvork, or anly til work, for
God and min. And even wuch a goud.wilthe apportunity
doesna aye came.1'

Il \Vel, nover mind, moulier. Tiiere is no pressing need
ta decide nouv, au teast tilt summer is over. We iii wait
ta soc îvhat may happen." Ho did flot speak cheeriully,
houvever.

"lJohn," said bis niauber earnestly, "are ye sure that your
lîcaru is seu an titis? What bas corne ta yau ? Ha$ anything
lîappenied ta unsetile you, lad ? Tell your mouher, John."

Iohn latied as ho rase and thon suooped dowa and kissod
ber.IlNotliing lias happened. lu is quito possible that you are
rigbu and ,hat 1 am rnvrng. We uvili jusu ivatt and sc a'id
decide the malter later. Evon if ive iope o ta ave Nether-
îîîuir, it need flou ho tili surnrn:r is aver. 1 arn sarry tbat I
have troubled you ivith ibis no'v. 1'oa vill vex yourself think-
iuug about it ail.""'Deed F'il do nothing ai the kind. l'Il jusu leave it ail in
botter liands uhan èiuher yours or mine. And as ta your
troubling ue- Who bas a lad a rigbt to trouble if it be
fiat lus ain maîber? And when a' is said, aur way is laid out
beoure us by Him îvho kens a' and cares for a'. Why sbouid
1 trouble mysulf uaking uhoughuta oday for the uhings o' ta-
morrow ? Go yaur way ta the manse, John, and l'il bide suili
and think about it al.

But thie visirta ubte manse ivas flou so satisfactory as
usual. There were ouher peopîle there, andti uougb John bad
a fewv munutes alone îvitW Mr Hume in the study, tbere
was na tie ta enter iuily muao the malter 'vhich ho lîad at
heari, and on îvhich, ho sincereiy bolieved, ho îvished for
the iiinnmter's opinion and counsel, and sa ho said nnibing
about îi.

RZobin went down suairs wvith bim, and îvhile ho uvas
makîIng rcady the lantern ta ligbt theo"waY ta an outhouse,
wberc Davte had a puppy uvhich bis iriend must sec, John
stood waiuing by the ktchen door. In ber accustamed cor-
ner sat Allisan, spinning in the liglîr ai tho iamp wbich
bang higb above fber head. Sho raised bier cycs and smilcd
when John came ini, but she gave no answer ta bis greor-
ing, and wenr an with ber spinning, apparcntiy quite uncon-
scious of bis presonce. As for him, ho found naubing ta say
ta bier, uhough the lighuing ai the 1intcrn seemed ta rako a
good white. To himscif ho ivas sayinz:

"I arn glad 1 came. 0f course I knew it uvas but a fancy
Uî utteriy foniish, and that it would pass atay. But ir is woli

ta know it. Yses, Vin glad 1 came i.
Couid thîs ho the stauely matdon ho had seen smiling in

the sunsbir.c on the bilh, itb îveo Marjorie mn fber arms ?
Thore sho sat in tble shadow, wvjuluthe accustamed gloomn
on ber face, wcaring the disguise ai the big miutch îviub the
seu up borders, tied wiîlu tape u.dcr lthe chin. An apron,
checkcd in blue and wvhite, field îvith iti strings the striped,
short gown close over the scanty peulicoat ai bloc. John won-
dered whethrbcrier uliauglits cver 'vandered atvay (rom
the tbread she %vas drawing tram the hcad of flax so silently.

"lA decent, duil servant lass, strang and îvhoiesomc,
invaluablo doubticss in bor place, but jusu likoc any oubor
lass ai bier kind." That is what ho said, and thon lie
added :

"'She bas bonny con." Av, ivonderbul soit con, with a
îvorid of sorrow and sweetness in them ; and ho wvaitud with
impatience il she shouid lift uhem ta meet bis again. But
site did riat. And though ho lot the lads pass out bebore
him, and turncd au the door ta look back, thoro sho sat, busy
with ber tbread and ber own uboughts, 'vitb nover a tbought
ai him.

"lA good iass," ho repeated as ho foibowed the lads
but ho cauld nar ignore the scnse ai dmscomfluure that was on
bm, as lie %vcnt down te lane wîuh Robin au hu side. lio
liad enough ta say ta Robin. He bad samoîhing ta toll him
about bis winter's wark, and ivithout meiaing ta do sol ho
gave him "an inkiing," as Robin called it ta bis molbor, ofthe
plaùfis h ad been making, and ai the now course which was
aponing before him.

But John said na moreta bis motitor. luIvaslato whon ho
came homo that night, and ubore ivas tno lime for rnany Nvordr.
in thoenuorning, for ho bad a long ,journey beotoechirn.

(To bc contsnucd.)


