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rifice made by their mindba, and alseady Morts are Leing
put forth 10 secure a new church and Sabbath school build-
ing. In these eflorts they will have the cordial co-operation
of many friends in 1he other city churches,

The Rev. Priccipal MacVicar went west on Friday to
preach in Guelph on Sablath.  le is eapected to 1eturn
next week, Lectures in the college hete will be resumed on
Wednesday, January 4. Maoy of the students have left 10
visit friends or ta engage in mission work during the Chiist
mas vacativn,

The social catertainment given on Thursday evening by
the Ladies” Aid Society of Erskine Church to thelstudents
of the college and other friends w-s well attended.  After
tea had Lieen served in the Bible class and managets® sooms,
a plzasant social evening was spent 1n the lecture hall,

Mr. W. M. Morse, of Toromo, has forwarded to 1he
Board of Freach Evangelization a handsome donation in
the form of 200 French New Testaents to be distiibuted
by the colporteurs of the Buard among the French-Cana-
drans in and around Montreal.

Mr. Henry Morton, of this city, has gencrously and with-
out solicitation presented a large hox of statonery for the
use of the pupils at the Pointe-aux-Trembles Schouls. This
is nut the first time that Me, Moitén has given practical
manifestation of his warm interest in‘the prosperity of these
schools.

The customary New Year's zathering of all the Presby.
tenan Sabbath schools of the city is to be held in Erskine
Church, on Monday, Janaary 2, at ten o’clock in the morn.
ing, when addresses are to be deliveted by Mr. J. Murray
Smith, President of the Presbyterian Sabbath School Asso-
ciation of the city, Rev. James Fleck, Dr. Kelly and Mr.
James Croil.

The annnal meeting of the Celtic Suciety was held in the
Presbyterian College on Tussday evening, Dr. MacNish
presswng.  Afler the seading and adoption of the annual
report a spirited dis ussive tovk placz un the question,
¢t Should the Cedtic language be perpetuated in Canada ?2°
in wlich Rev. Professot Campbell and others touk pant,
The lolluwing officuss were clected for the ensuing year .
Hun. D A, McDunald, henuary presdent ; Reve Dr.
MacNish, Me. J. K. Wand and Judge-Macnay, vice-pres-
dents, Mi. McKenzie, tecarding secretary ¢ Meo A D,
Landskill, cuntespunding ccorelary o M. Wilham Gresg,
SCAL., treasutes o Picfessur LCouusstat, Di. stewarn, Profes-
sut Campbell, JMessis. Juhn Lewn and W. Drysdale,
committee.

The Montreal Brauch of the Evangelical Alliance, at its
meeting on Tuesday, decided to observe the weck of prayer
(first week of the New Year) by holding a noonday prayer
meeting in the Y. M. C. A, rooms daily, aud a union scr-
vice on Tuesday evening in Krov Church. and on Frday
evenng an Olivet Bapust Chutch.  The officers of last year
were re-clected as foflows : Sir Walliam Dawsun, president
Hon. James Ferster and Ven. Aichdeacon Evans, vice-pre-
siden*s 3 Rev. W Jackson, secictary-ticasuier; Rev.
Messts. Ao B, Mackay, R. Lindsay, T. Lafleur, G. 1.
Wells, Bishop Ussher and f. Philip and Messts. D. A
Budge, . Beatley and J. Bayhs, executive committee.

The Salibath schoul of Erskine Chuich Lave arranged to
distribute groceries, clothing, etc., as Chuistinas guits tv a
number of poor families in the city, The gilts are to be
Livught tu the lectwie room of the church on Thursday
afternoon of this week and distributed ou the following day.
On Sabtarh the pastor invited thank-offerings for missionary
puspo.cs frum awy of the members ot adherents who bhad
been speuiacly Lle.sed or pruspered duting the yeai. These
1o be put in envelupes and placed on the collecun plate
next Sabbatk.

W cdnesday :s the eventng set wpatt by ail the Protestant
congrepauons m the cuy for the week evening scivice.
Theic 1s a growing '2ndency to anterfere with this service by
holding speuial ¢ -tainmeras of a pubhic nature on his
evening. The furmal public openir g of the skaung tnk, with
the Governur-Gesneral and Lady Lansdowne piesent, was
held on Wednesday night last, and even the St Andrew’s
Sceiety vu a recent Wednerday evening held a public ball.
By the way, the membership of ths society consists largely
of Scotchmen of matute years.  Could nota way ot cele
brating St. Andrew's Day Le devised that would accord
better with the staid sobricty of grave and severend seignuis
amd with the character of thete patzon sant?

HOME MISSIONS AND AUGMENTATIUN
FUND,

The following circular has been addresszd to the minis
ters, mussionatice, cldess, mcmpc’:s and adheremts ef the
Presbyrerian,Chutch in Canada ia Manitora and the Nonb
West » The action of the memberd and  adberents of the
Church cennccted with the Manitoba and Notth-\West
Synud will powerfully infiuence the rest of the Chuieh in
averting a defiait 1n the Home Mission and Augmeniation
Funds. Let the facts be fully stated, and the situavicn
made plain. Duricgthe last tive years the Presbyterian
Church increased in Masitoba 104 per ceat.. 2nd advarnced
from the third to the first place with a deended lead.  In
the Teritories thistystwo per cent. of the white popula-
tinn arc outs.  \Wih much labour and at a larpe expense
of men and means, the present advanced position has been
attained.  Shall it belest?  Shall money, labour, sacrifice,
prestige, be all thrown away 2 If church eatension is to
ceasc, if mistionatics arc to be zecalled, then thousands
of the cluldren of the Church are to be Ieft o inoral and
spititual  deedy.  When  the Methodist and  Baptist
Churclies ate petfecung their appliances, and all Churches
are voting increased sums to push their work, is caz
Church to sctrench and retize {rom the ficlds Lioken up
and cultivated 2 Shall Prinee Albéu, Edmonten, Kenise
tinu, Revelateke, Donald, Batlefond, Touchwood and the
1est be abandoned 2 Then may wederpair of cver occupy-

ing them again, for congiegations will scatter and confi
dence is destroyed,

That people are willing to help is manifest from a trial
at a few points, The missionary collection at Qakland
amounted to $52.50, and at Prospect to $89. A panial
canvats at Morden part of one day sccured $75. at Pilot
Mound, $so, Morden, $185, Catberry, $220, Poriage la.
Praitie, $250, Rat Ponage, $85—in short, scventy.cight t
Reuons have paid, or pledged themselves to pav liefore

farch 31, $965. To secure the $15,000 needed for Aug-
mentation -nd Home Missions, could not filty men in Mani-
bz and Ountario be got this year to give, specially, over
and abuve their other contributions for these funds, $100
each, 100 $50 each, 200 $25, 500 $10, and 1,000 $5.
To make this praciicalile Manitoba must take the itative,
and our manistecs and missionaries must lead.  Objections
will be urged, but they must be overtuled.  Church delis
and deficits of past years will rear their heads. The low
price of grain, ** we must be ‘iusl befure we are generous,”
¢ charity begins at home,” will all be urged. I have heard
them wrged.  Listen as patiently as you can, and then try
the point of another arpument to picrce them through.

With tlus cucelar collecting cards are sent.  May | ask
the assistance of all pastors 1w the work 2 Cantributions
of $5 or upwards are asked. All sums below %5 can be
given through the ordinary channels. This 1s tntended to
be special. It would be a great favour if results were re-
ported to me as soon as possible, care of Rev. Dr, Reid,
50 Church Street, Toronto, Ont., as I go to Ontario to
prosecute the canvass there.  Love of country and church,
of men and Master, should move us to sacrifice. God
has blessed us and He wiil continue to do so, but we must
quit us like nen. Jases Ronerrsox.

Winnigeg, Dec. 6, 1887.

FOREIGN MISSIOAS.

The following citcular has beern addressed tu the Mudera
toss and Sestions of coppregations .

Dear Brethren, — You arc earnestly asked to consider, in
apportioning your mission funds for the current year, the
Jlaims of the foreign field.

Among tac Indians of the Nuth West, who are siill left by
the General Assembly, under the care of the Foreign Mis-
sion Committee, the need of additional labourers is urgent.
The conviction of this has been deepened in the mind of
every minister and celder visiting the North West at the time
of the last General Assembly.

In Central India, there are within a short distance from
Indoze, the centre of our operations there, villages, towns and
cities in which schools and preaching stations might at once
be opened. There are men and women ready to go and
occupy tuese posts, had we the mears of sending them.

Our work in. Formosa is being wonderlully extended.
{fur instances of the difficulties which our missionaries these
have to encounter, the trials through which they have to
pass, and the encouragements by which they ate cheered,
sce Dr. Mackay's letter in the forthzoming number of the
AReord.) We have over forty preaching stations there, and
a preacher in every onc of them.  We have Oxfoid College
and the Gitls’ School at Tamsui, in operation. ** Wark
prosperous and spreading,” writes Dr. Mackay, *“but
Romish priests plotung mght and day to hinder us.” lle
appeals to us not to fatl um in sympathy and aid.  Shall
his appeal be vain?

At this date, the contributions to the Foreign Mission
Fund. notwithstanding the zealous and self-denying effurts
of our swdents duting the summer, atc nearly a thousand
dollars less than they were at the same titne last year.

Y ou are asked to think of these things i view of the fact
that so luig as there 1s one soul to be saved, one sianct to
be plucked as a brand from the burning, one member of the
human family, poor and petishing, who has never hea:d of
the way of salvation, the command of our blessed Redeemer
is binding upoen us - * Go ye intn all the world, aud preach
the Gospel to cvery creature.”  Tiosas WarDrore,

Guelph, Dec. 15, 1887. Conyener.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

The ndcbledness ol the Loard at tius date exceeds
$0,000. Of this amount $5.q0q has been honiowed on the
secunity of a note which falls due in a few weeks. The
contnibutions being teccivad are nat nearly  sufhaent to
inect current exp.enses. It is deemed undesiiable to add to
the indebiedness, which at the present time could ornly be
dene, if at all, with difficulty, and at a high tate of mtee-
cst.  Not haviog this year an agent in Britain, no revenue
is recaived from this soutce as heretofore. The Board is
thetefore futced to consider whether it can ctain its pres-
ent staff of missionaries,.colperteuts and teackers or be ob-
higed to 1educe the number.

Before taking any such steps we carnestly appeal to min-
isters, scssions, Sabbath school superintendents and the
members and adheients of the Church to come to the aid
of the wotk by forwardirg gencious contributions with as
Iittle delay as possible. The present expendituic of the
Board execeds $3,000 per menth,  Contnbuticns si.ould be
addressed 1o the Treasurer, 198 St. James Sticet, Ment
1cal.  Yours faithfully,

D. 1. MacVicar, D.D., Ckairman.
RoneERY L \VAKDRN, Sasrctary Treasuser.
NS St Fames Street, Mentieal, £2c¢. 19, 1857,

Dz, OswWALD DyRes 1s spoken of as Muderator of the
next Synod of the English Ixesbyterian Church.

It is well worth the ytrouble for any of our readers to
examine the Semi-Tooline Return Presaium and Com
mezcial Plan of the North American Life Assurance Co. =n
another page of thisissuc, The latter system is daily grow-
ing in popularity, and is being largely taken by sume of our
Icadirg meichants, piving as it docs the larper insurance at
the lesser cost.  The management is o be congratulated
upon the many new and desitable featores added during the
last two yeats, .

»

~5abbzattb_ School Eeaclg_er.

INTERNATIONAI LESSON..

Jawsy HEROD AND JOMN THE BAPTIST, {¥wiss

GuLpes Text, - And his disciples came, and took
up the body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus.—
Matt, xiv. 12,

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question 54.—God's name is thrice holy It should
never be mentioned with levity, far less used profancly.
Prolane sweanng s ternbly comumen at the present tume.,
Because it is common it 1s none the less a great sin, and
one which the law of God expressly forbids. The thitd
commandment requires the reverent use of all by which the
mfimtely holy God has made Himselt known to men.

INTRODUCTORY.

Herud Antipas, the ctrarch, was thesun of Herod the
Great.  That moenarch dinaded lus sovercionty among his
thiee suns.  To Archidaas was givenn the half of the king.
dum, to H.orod Antipas and to Privyg 11 a founth each.
This Hetud duting ‘% Savcar's aowistry was tetrarch,
ruler over a fourth part, inclading Galilee and Perea, east
of the fordan,

1. Herod. -The fame of Jesus at lenpgth reaches the
court of Hetod,  Bent on schemes of ambition and pleasure
it i> not likely that lie concarned himtell much with what
was poing on among the people.  If teackers and preachers
of righteousness only let hun alone why need he touble
himself with what they ¢aid or did? Now that he hears
of Jesus s slumbering conscience and fears are aroused.
The mughty wurks wruught by Jesus alarmed hin, To
his astendant courtiers he says, * Tlis is John the Bap-
st 3 he 1s aen from the dead.”  The maryred Bapust
ternties the kiop. e s more powerful dead than hiviog,
The memory of his ciune an bekeading Johin would linger
with fum to his aymng; day.  Theress a sense i which an
unnighteols decd  cannot be urdone.  The evangelist
heie gives an account of huw John the Bapust's imprison.
ment ended.  lHercd haa marsiee 2 gaughter of Aretas,
king of Atabian Petea, bur having scen Herothas, his
brother Fhinp's wife, he persuaded her to torsake her
husband and hve wih lim.  This flaprant violauon of
Gud's law calied duwo upun him the direct and stern te-
buke of the faithful servant of God. John fears aeither
the greatness nor the power of the offinder. ** It is not
lawful for thee to have her,” was his unflinching rebuke.
It struck home. but did not induce him to repent.  Instead
he thought of putung his {auhful reprover to death, but he
who feaied no* to do wrong was afraid of the opinien of
the people.  They understcod and 1espected John's charace
ter.  Sothe king bound lim ard cast him into the dun.
geon of the tettress of Machxus, on the Lowder of Aralia,

11. A Birthday Festival.—In the pnoncipal apaitinents
of the patace the sumpteous feast 1s held. In the duen.
geon the farthtul servant of God 1510 conhnement.  While
the revelty proceeds the daughter of Haodias enters, hav.
ing la:d aside her wemanly dignitv, and deme*ns herself for
the amuserient of the king and his guests, now probably
nflamed with wine.  Pleased with the exhibition, the
kirg makes the rash prenuse that whatever ske stould
ask, even to the hail of tus kingdcm, should be given her.
Less than the hornble icquest she subsequenily made
would probably have satisfied her, but less would 1ot have
sansfied her <.acked mother, whom ste consults before
preferning her request to the king.  1erodias was hving ir
s1, and it 1< ever the natwre of sin o go from bad to
worse. This infstuated woman so tesenteds John's reproof
thar, like a wild beart, she tas bten watclung an oppcr-
wnity o procute fas death.  She has found t, and is de-
termined niot to muss it Her daughter 1s sent beck with
the request * Live me hete John the Bapiist's head w a
chaiger.” It wasa stanhingllemand.  Ieid’s couscicnce,
so far asthe nanative infurms us, is the only voice that
pleads f r Johu. Nutenc of the yuests in that banquet-
ing hall utters a plea in favour of John, The king was
surty.  Not that he repented of his sin, though he saw
where it was leading him.  fle knaw that it was a hazaid
ous thing {or him to du. To have gwen the kalf of his
kingdom wonld have been less dangerous.  But with oaths
Le had swosa to give what was asked of him. e was
1 2 dilemma. He must either be puilty of violating a
folizh and wicked ovath, or of murder. 1le choic the lat-
tr, and had reas i binterly ta regret it as long as he lived.

IiI. A Terrible Crime.— Herod wasa weak and {oolish
man, and as such, cauld be as ciuel as he was unjust. To
what depths some occupants of 3 palace may sink, the
revelry and its cndiag of this bisthday barquet only too
plawly teveal. The unlecoming dance, the rash promise,
the daughter’s degradation and the mother’s malignity, pre-
sent a scene o awlul wickedness.  Elerod gives the com-
wand, which is instantly obeyed. The fearless and faithful
Jehn's life on carth 1s ended, and such an end to 2 life of
riphteousness which Ly speech and act he preached ! Into
the Lanqueting hall the head is brovght, and the young
woman, who might have been expected to be graceful and
refincd, Leass her ghastly preseat to her aimost inhuman

- mothes.  The disciples of the Baptist who knew him best

and loved him most, arc not afraid to show the manpled re-
mains the last tokens of 1espect.  They tock up the body
and hutied 1t, and stis significantly added **they weat and
told Jesus,”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Conscience may be oulraged, its voice for a time may be
stifled, butit cannot be «fHecuvely silenced.

A puilty conscience is an awful load to carzy.

The true scrvant o! God will not be silent in the presence
‘of great and powerful sinners,

Sorsow for the censequences of sin, and not for sin itself,
15 the sottow of the world that wotketh death,

Josus is ever a refuge fur the disteessed,



