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: THE OCEAN.

As we stand then, to-night, looking forth upon the ocean,
what do wé behold? At fitsf sight onlv a barren waste of
waters, surrounding the continents and voveting three-fifths
of the sutface of the globe, It is a pathless and desolate
expanse, which seems desipned to check the intercourse and
1o defy the authority of men.  No cities are built on its heav-
ing aod, treacherous breast; and the bustle of human life,
the roar of iuman activity, ccases at its edge. The realms
of space above our heads are hardly more appalling in theic
silence snd thelr solitude than the boundles, ocean plains,
where no living thiog appears to bresk the oppressive still-
pess with its movement or its cry, and only wave chases
wave from end to end of the honizon, No barrier of moun-
talns, lifting their snowy summits to the clouds, would scem
toarrest the %rﬁmx and mock the power of mankind, like
this great wa water which the Almighty hand has rcated
asound the nations. .

But man has ¢ aquered the sea, and if you observe it again,
you will perceive that it is not a barrler to keep nations
apart, but a bond to bring them near and to unite them to-

ether. The trackless expanse, at which we were just now
ooking, is furrowed by 2 milhonkeels. The cunning of the
buman mind has traced upon it a network of paths, along
which the commerce of the world swiftly and safcly moves.
Its dreary solitudes are, bright with sails, and the music of
buman voices has broken the spell of sience which had
settled upon it science and danng have robbed 1t of ats
terrors, and have brought it into subjectivn 1o the human
will. It has becomea great and free hiphway, over which
thought and wealth may pass from land to land, 1t has
made allthe nations neighbours, and widely sundered peoples
familiar friends, To traverseit is no lopger a matter of des-
perate adventure, it is anincidentof a holiday. (It has been
explored, mapped out, subdued, and the voyage across i,
which was once involved in hardly lessuocertainty and penl
than that in which a scal sets forth upon the unknown ocean
of another life, is now an experience of which almost every
detail may be anticipated and of which the ead may be pre-
dicted to an hour. \When forty-six years apo the Freach
astronomer seat word to all the olservatones of Europe
that on such a night, at such a point in the heavens, a new
planet might be seen, it was rightly held to be a marvellous
example of the power of the human mind. Butitisa hardly
less sigesl display of man’s mastery over patare, whea, after
pushiog steadily forward for many uays, through suashine
and storm, through mist and da:kness, on the North Atlantc,
the captain of the vessel in which you aie sailing says quictly
toyou: * At nine o'clock this evening, in that directson,
you will see the light on Fastnet Rock.” The occan has
been tamed and civilized and made a part of the habuable
globe.~Rev. £. 8. Coe, D.D.

WEATHER AFFECTING THE MIND.

Dall, depressing, dingy days produce dispiriting reflec-
tions and gloomy thoughts, and small wondet whea we
temember that the mind is not only 2 motive, buta receptive
organ, and that all the impressions it zeceives from without
reach it through the medinm of senses which ate directly
dependent on the condition of light and atmosphere for their
action, and therefore immediately in8uenced by the surround-
iag conditions, It is= common-sense infeseace that if the
impressions from without reach the mind through imper-
fectly-acting organs of sense, ana those impressions aie

ves set in 2 minorxsthetic key of colonr, sonnd, and
reneral qualities, the mind mast be what s catled ** moody.”
11 is not the habit of sensible people 10 make suficient
allowance for this rationale of daliness and subjective weak-
sess.  Some persons are mote dependent oo external cir~
- gzmstances and conditions {or their enerpies—or thestimulus
tbat converts potential kinctic forces—than others; but all
feel the inflaence of the world without, and to this icflzence
tbe sick and the weak are especially responsive.  Heace the
varying temperaments of mind changing wath the weatha,
the ontlook and the wind.—.fxon.

GEMS.

The rarest of all gems is not the diamond, which follows
after the ruby. This in its turn allows precedence to the
d-.qsobe:yl—popnlnl{ knowo as the cav's-eye.  The Uue
slooe comes from Ceylop, thoogh Pliny kaew of something
similzr, under the neme of zimilampis, found in the bed of
the Eaphrates.  Cap we wonder, whea we look 2t one of
these sipgolar pioductions of nature, with its silvern streaks
1o the cenlre, and observe, as we move it ever so slightly,
the magic rays of varying light that illumine itssarfzce, that
it was an olject of profocnd reverencs tothe ancizats? The

r was supposed never to grow poorer, sal always to
iacrease his substance. The larpest known is now in the
posseesion of Mr. Bryce Wright, the well-known mineralo-
st Itisrecorded in the annals of Ceylon, 20d knowa to
history 23 the finest in the world. Two stars of lesser
waganitede shine Ly its side, and we are informed that three
1sch stones are not known 1o exist elsewhere in the wide
wotld.—Lesaon Grapkic.

FISHING WITH ELECTRIC LIGHT.

. k)

_ A Freach yackting paper deseribes the new appamatus
¥bich is vsed with the ission of the Gotmu:cngp:f that
coantry for fishing by electrizity at night, It conmsts of a
plobe of glass within which the clectnc light 13 shown. Two
condaztors encased in guita-percha are amranged 30 as fo
weet one another on the inside, very much oo the same prin-
cple which is'now familiar to il v¥isitors to the Crystal
Palace. They commeonicate- with a fishing boat anchored
al ¢ convenient distance, xnd can, of coarse, b= set into

activity by the occupants of the boat. As inthe plobe, st is |
attached 10 & weight below and a float above, 30 thatit can .

sty o
Qs are igaat ‘glass 18 1a propet ition,
the sea in its vidnity is ilhxagmtqd bn'ngmﬂy, f; the fub,

uver whom light is well known to exercise an irresistible in.
fluence at anht, come 2aperly, 2nd sometimes in large
schools, within the rays. ‘They may be seen from above
disporting themselves in the unaccustomed brightness, and
little dreaming of the sinister purpose with which the little
féte is organized for them. It is then that other fishing.
boats, armed with nets, come up and set to work at the ua.
conscious victims, which they surround as well as they can
without interfering with the apparatus connecied with the
hghted globe. It may be supposed that this device is cal.
culated to operate with much deadly effect whenever it is
used ; and theie seems to be much doubt whether it will
ever be allowe? 13 a recognised kind of fishing within ter-
ritorial waters. Indeed, the license granted Ly the Govern.
ment is said to be merely provisional, and for the purpose of
testing the new machine.

IN HARBOUR.

1 think it is over, over—
I think it is over at last :
Voices of focman aud lover,
The sweet and the bitter, have passed :
Lile, like a terapest of ocean,
Hath outblown its ultimate blast.
There’s but a faint sobbing seaward,
While the ealm of the tide deepens leeward,
And behold ¢ like the welcoming quiver
Of heart-pulses throbbed through the river,
Those lights in the Harbour at last—
The heaverly Harbour at last §

I {eel it is over, over—
The winds and the waters sutcease .
How few were the days of the Rover
That smiled in the duly of peace!
And distant and dim was the omen
That hisied redress or release.
From the ravage of Life, and ats tiot,
What marvel 1 yearn for the quiet
Which bides in this Harbour at last? -
For the lights, with their welcoming quiver,
That throb through the sanctified river
Which girdles the Harbour at last—
The heavenly 11arbour at last?

I know it is over, over—
1 know it is over at last,
Down sail ; the sheathed anchor uncover ;
For the stress of the voyage has passed :
Life, like a tempest of ocean,
Hath outblown its ultimate blast.
There's but 2 faint sobbing seaward,
While the calm of the tide decpens leeward,
And behold! like the welcoming qaiver
Of heart-pulses throbbed through the rives,
Those lights in the Harbour at last—
The heavenly Harbour at 1ast !

—ZHarper's Magaune,

COLLECTING OLD POSTAGE STAMES.

Some years ago the inquiry was started in France, why
the convents and conguegations collected the old postage
stamps by the million. The French postmaster-general,
struck by the singularity of the fact that dooe of the seligious
congregations ever parchased postage stamps, investigated
the subject, and was told that the pricsts of each diocese re-
ceived large quantitics of stamps from correspondents desirous
of making offerings or F:ying for masses, and that these
were used in paying for letters. He was not satisfied with
this explanation, and commissioned M. Mace, the chief of
the detective service, to make forther investigations. The
official reported that the convents collected old stamps that
had been used 10 sell them agrain to dealers in various parts
of the world, to beabsorbed by collectors. M. Cochery was
not satisfied with this explanation, which proceeded on the
assumption that several millions of philatelists were yearly
added to many millions already interested in the collection
of stamps of various aations.  This year the Post-office De-
partment has renewed its inquiries, stimalated by the fact
that the work of collecting old stamps is going oa more ac-
tively than cver, and that several dealers have opened their
shops in Paris. M. Cochery has his suspicions that all is not
hones! in this busicess, but the Paris anthorities decline to
co-operate any farther, and thos the matter stands. This
same thing has been done extensively in other places, bat it
is for no good purpose in the end. Stamps cannot be
collected in quantitics at any cost excepting for the purpose
of defranding the government, by cleaning and asing them
over again.

Mg. PAUL ToLANE, of Princetod, N. J, basgiven to the
Board of Trustees in New Orleans propesty in that city
valoed at $2,000,¢00, for the endowment of a college fo: the
edacation of its white young men,

Privcirat Tuilocn has raised guite 2 commotion by
his statemant in the Assembly that the only great name as-
sociated with Voluntaryism is that of Vimet. He is beiog
atked if he never heard of Joha Locke, Robert Hall, Jokn
Foster, Andrew Fulles, Angell James, Dr. Owen, C. 'H.
Spargeon, R. W, Dale, Ds. McLaren of Manchester,
Lindsay Alexander, and a larpe namber of others. The
names of Milton and Daniel Defoe may be. added ta the
catalogac. . N

Hxxe is one of Mr, Spurpeon’s latest. hitz: **Mrs,
Partingion attered more of the truth than she thought when

_she said : "¢ Dear me, nothiag don't do me 30 mach good ax
to go to church bnndg:ommg. and heara precious win-
_isterdispense with the Gospel I' Yes. dear sonl, that isexactly
what some of them do: they give us anything and every-
thing bat the glad tidings of salvation, and then wonder
1532 their chapela become emply.
"as smuch, ¢r you will-hiave a Loroet's aest about your ears,”’

Yet it does not do td ny

SBrrrisn anp ¥0REIGH -STENS,

3
. Cdf'rawmo will leave Cape Towa ou July 1ath for Eng.
an

MILITARY preparations at Woolwich for Egypt have been
completed.

Or the 1,150 convicts 10 the Ohio penitentiary, but seven-
teen are women,

The Bedouins are threatening to become a source of
trouble in Egypt.

FENIAN emissaries are said to be actively eogaged against
the Englishin Egypt.
~ Or the 160 Southern Presbyterian churches in Texss,
seventy-five have no pastors.

ARAB! By proposes to confiscate the property of Euro.
peans who have fled the country.

FRANCE proposes to make a thorough extermination of
the wolves that infest some of its districts,

GuiTEAU'S avenger has appeared in the shape of a crank
from Chicago, who has gone to Washington.

A SIMLA despatch says 12,000 men could be -aszembled
io Bombay for transport to Egypt in twenty-four hours.

OFFICIAL statistics show that there are 1,580 Americans
os lrish Americans in Dablin without visible occupation.

‘Tug Lutheran and Reformed churches in Constance united
this year for the first time in observing the Week of Prayer. ,

Tue Natiooal Conference of the Dunkard Church, in
scssit;n recently, iear Wabash, Ind,,-was attended by 20,000
people.

Tus azaual meeting of the Bntish Association will be
held this year 2t Southampton, and will commence on the
23rd August.

Tk last clause of the Repression Bill was passed in the
Impesial House of Commons by 2 vote of 69 t0 6, after a
32 hours’ siting.

A REPRESENTATIVE meeting at Newport hes unanimously
resolved that a Sunday-closing Bill for the Isle of Wight
should be intzoduced.

A TU“E played on a church organ in New Britain, Ct.,
was distinctly secognized by telephone in Worcester, Mass,,
= distance of go mues.

FrumiNG, 2 Ditector of the City of Glasgow Bank, hag
becr sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment for conpecion
with ile failure of the bank.

THux Queess has been pleased to appoint the Very Rev.
Principal Tulloch Dean of the Order of ihe Thistle, in place
of coe 1ate Rev. Dz, Macleod.

THREE acres of 2 subterrancan forest ten feet below the
sutface were secently brought to light in Crowland, Lia.
colashire, Eng., as wotkmen were excavating some clay.

\WinLx recently draining a swampy meadow ia Freehold,
N. J., the remains of a mastodon were uncovered, the bones
betrng plainly distinguishable, though greatly decomposed.

Mz, DARWIS has 1eft £146,000. To his friends Sir J. D.
Hooker and Prof. Huxley he has beqneathed £1,000 esch;
all the cest goes to bis widow, five sons, and two daughters.

A sTUDINT of philosophy in Berlin has been sentenced
to three months’ imprisoument fo: having stolen as many as
:}epty bats and overcoats from various restaurants and

és.

TaE sum of £131 has been collected toward the bust of
Bams which it is proposed to place 1n Westminster Abbey.
Onc-half of the Scottish members of Farhament have sub-

Taue body of Guitean was buned :n the north-sast corridor
of the Washington gaol, and, so far as1s now known to the
contrary, the remains will lie undisturbed by any future
sepultute,

Joserit Cook delivered five lectures in Yokohama and
Tokio, which were highly praissd by the Japanpapers. His
intention was to lecture in Shanghai, Ckina, before going o
Anstralia,

AT Oxford, on the 14th ull.,, the honorary degree of
D.C.L. was conferred gpon Siz William Muir, M:. Goldwin
Smith, Mr. Robert Browning, M:. Allen Thompson, and
Mz, G. F. Watts,

A cOLLEICTION of books relating to the history of the
Province of Brandenbarg, valaued at over $50,000, has
presert.u by an usknown dono: to the aity Library of Beghin,
the capital of that Province.

“ GreaT PAUL” as the ncw moaster bell fez St. Paol’s
Cathedral, London, 15 called, has been put in pasitaon after
fifteen bours' lifting, and was dedicated wath & religious ser
vice of chants and special prayers.

Sco71aND gives the eacooraging report that. crime is
greatly decreasiag in herborders.  Inthe years 1840-43, the
conwictions averaged §,120 per million izhabitanty, while in
3875-80 they were bat 570, 3 decline of nearly 50 per cent.

DurinG 1881 there were in Alexandria §,075 deaths,
being 35 per 2,000 of population. Among e resident
foreigaers the rate was 43.76 per 1,000.  Both rates are very

igh. The last censas showed the whole popaulation to be
212,034, of whom 164,718 were Egyplians and 47,316 fo-
TCigDLTS- X Lt

TuouGH New York has the largest population of avy of
the States, it is only'the &fth i1 density of Mﬁhu%n.
The nate f.1 the whole country is 17.29 per. square mile.
Rhode Island has 254.87 per square mile, Masachuetts
221.7S, New Jersey 171.73, Coanecticut 128.52, and New
Yc'_:]rk 106.74. Gerouoy has 203 inhabitants to & square
mile. .

AX extraondi ceremony¥ has just been performed at
Bun'en by the Bishop of Lichbeld. Some two months
a 1man named laize committed suicide in St. Pasl'schurch-
yard by Bangiog himaclf cver his ‘wife's grave, and the
butisl groand thas considered 10 have been pollnted,
ke Bishop was asked to ve-consecrate -the and =
solemn service was held ia the charch.



