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worse than his opinlons. \What Is to prevent our
belleving that many a oman Catholic should be
better than his? None but a fool would vota for any-
one being put Into a position of public trust on the
simple ground that hie was cither a Protestant or a
Roman Catholic.  But is he less a fool who would
settle in his own mind that in no possiblé circum.
stances would he vote for this one or that who held
certain religious opinions, be his character and history
what they might? A man is responsible for what he
actually believes, but he Is not for the inferences which
his frieads and acquaintances may draw from his re.
ligious creed.  Surely such things are so manifest that
they may be troated as the most self-evident of
truisms. And,if 5 does it not follow that every in.
dividual s to be 2 mated and approved of or con.
denined uccording 10 what he himself may have been
and done in the days past? Every consclentious
petson, in determining for whom he shall vote as
a candidate for public office, has to settle in hic
ownlmind which of the available parties would
occupy the position with the greatest advantage to the
Interests intrusted to his charge. Every patticular
has to be weighed and the best man selected. But
surcly it would be strange in no ordinary degree if
‘1e were to say “ Yes, 1 believe this man would do the
wotk in question with the greatest conscientiousness
and efliciency. ! have nothing to say against his
character. tiis word has alvays been found to be
as good as his bond. His uprightness and honour
are beyond suspicion, His judgment is clear., His
activity great ; his energy remarkable; his attention
to business all that couid be desired. He has never
been known to do anything but what was fair and right.
Hebasneverexpressed any sympathy with religious in-
tolerance. And upon the whole, he is out of sight the
most competent for the position to which he aspires.
But he holds religious opinions which 1 (not he) fully
believe to lead naturally and necessarily to persecu-
tion and oppresston and therefore all his acknowledged
excellences go for nothing. He has never deceived
me or any other person, but he may if he got the
chance. He has shewn no disposition either to mur-
der or oppress myself or my co-religionists, but others
who hold or have held his religious opinions both do
and have. | must treat him like a maniac ora crimi.
nal for {car that in an unguarded moment he may
turn out to be the one or the other, or both.” Would
such a course of argu~ent or action be wise or pru-
dent? consistent oy Christian? Andyet it isexactly
what Protestants in a free country like this Canada of
ours are doing wken they say that they will in no case
vate for 2 Roman Catholic as an aspirant for secular
office, because hisreligious creed is necessarily intoler-
antand because intheiropinion he himselfis necessarily
unrcliable. Sucha positioninvolves the endorsation of
all the persecution and intolerance of the past, and
justifies beyond all question all that Roman Catholics
have ever either actually done or been at any time
charged with attempting, fos that is exactly what they
said and say. Our grzat authority says, “Whatso-
ever ye would that rien should do to you, do ye even
so to them,” and we shéuld therefore be astonished
and grieved if there were any Protestants in Canada,
and especially any Presbyterians who would count all’
personal desert and uprightness of charctar of no avail
when associated with a religivus creed which was
thought to be not only in its very nature intolerant,
but not in any one case to be held without necessarily
making theapparentlymost ~vourable man treacher-
ous, the mildest cruel, and the truest false. A man
cannot necessarily complain of being persecuted be-
cause his fellow citizens do not choose to promote him
to honour or office. But he certainly would have
good ground for doing so if it were to be proclaimed
from the house-tops that nomatter what his personal
merits were, no matter how great his superiority over
all his competitors, his religious opinions were enough
to secure for him perpetual ostracism from all public
trust, and to brand him forever as a social pariah and
outcast. It is sometimes laid to the _harge of Pres-
byterians that they are more animated by this spirit of
intolerance and suzpicion than any other section of
Protestants, We do not belicve it. They may be
and are strongly and coasistently oppesed to the opin-
ions and practices of the Church of Rome, but they
are equally strongin their adherence to the principles
of religious liberty and crdinary fairplay, and because
they are 50 they dare not do wrong merely from the
fear that possibly in some way or other wrong may be
done to them. They would rather be persecuted than

persecute, rather su/fer oppression than oppress, and
the longer and mare earnestly they hold by such opin-
fons and act accordingly, the more they will make it
unlikely that Roman Catliolics will ever have the
power {0 oppress, or if they have, that they will be in.
clined to use it to their neighibours’ injury, or destruc.
tion.

WK call rpecial attention to the advertisement in
referenze so the visit o the two distinguished Presby-
terian ministers, Drs, Lialkie and Murray Mitchell,

CORRECTION.~In the paper on * Tares or New
Wine " there is an evident oversight in the summary
No, b1, where for Moses read David,  In the same
paragraph for ¥ first” read * finest.”

Dx. SOMERVILLE has returned to Scotland from
his four months’ visit to Italy, and reports that he ad-
dressed and encouraged the Christian brethren in five
of the chief cities, and tried to reach the native popu.
fation with gratifying success. The mission proves,
he says, that the Gospel ¢can now be fearlessly pro-
claimed throughout Italy, and that the people will
gather to hear it.  They often sat for two hours at a
time; and, when teld the meetings were over, they
vrould still linger about the halls, instead of shoaling
out of them, as people there are accustomed to do from
places of amusement. As far as he could judge, the
great mass of the people wese quite unacquainted with
the elementary truths of the Gospel ; yet they listened
eagerly. Many were astonished at the doctrines
they heard, for they had been led to believe that the
Evangelicals were rationalists, infidels, and even
atheists,

VR are pleased to notice that the Board of Foreign
Missions (Maritime Provinces), at a meeting held in
New Glasgow, on the tgth inst., saw its way clear to
send out, as speedily as possible, a- fourth mission.
to Trinidad. The resolution adopted was to the fol-
lowing effect .—

“ The Board segrets to find that the responses tu th: ap-.
peal advised by Synod, and sanctioned sy the Assembly, (or
the amount deemed necessary to warrant the scndi:f of the
fourth missionary to Trinidad, and to micet required expen-
diture more salisf-cloﬁl{ than dunng the last few year,
have been up to date so limited in number ; yet, finding that
an amount has been paid,more than sufficient to extinguish the
debt, and that there is an encouraging prospect of increased
liberality in the cause of Foreign Missions, agree with
gratitude to God for His guidance thus far, to advertise for
a fourth missionary, and o take necessary steps to have him
sent out before the end of the year; and at the same time
direct the secretary to publish full information respecting
the contributions made, the state of the funds, and existing
labilities, so that those portions of the Church which have
not yet contributed may cone to our aid as quickly and as
liberaliy as possible.”

Accordiagly correspondenc on the subject is in-
vited from any of the ministers or probation=rs of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, whose thoughts may
be turned to mission work in thatisland. The secre-
tary, Rev, P. G. McGregor, D D, Halifax, will furnish
all necessary information. It is expected that the
missionary appointed will sail for his destination by
the mon* a of December, so that no delay in sending
in applications ought to be made.

e,

Fooks AND JfiAcAZINES,

MOUNTAIN AND PRAIRIE. By the Rev. D. M.
Gordon, B.D.,Ottawa. (Montreal: Dawson Brothers.)
—To all who desire to read about our Nornth-\West,
especially about three of its least known and greatest
divisions, Northern British Columbia, the wild nosth
l1and of the Peace River, and the gseat Jone land of
the Saskatchewan, irom the freshly written descrip-
tions of a traveller who knows how to use his eyes,
who had the ‘advantage of travelling with a well-
equipped party o engineers and scientific men, and
who can be thorc. i :ly depended on as an honest and
reliable observer and narrator, we can cordially re-
commend the above book, My, Gordon writes modestly,
obtruding himself as little .3 possible on his readers,
while the thoughtful and uniformly correct writing,
and the quiet humour here and there in his accounts
of his guides' and of his own cxperiences shew the
literary ability that his friends have lony known him to
possess. He evidently writes under i sense of the
great public importance to Canada of a wise policy as
regards the North-West, Hence a general caution
and gucrdedness of. statement that intecferes with
literasy effect, but which we -think our readers will
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prefzcinfinitely to rhetoric and fireworks of the most
brilliant kind. The hookis very well got up. The illus.
trations are good and the maps the best that have yet
been given to the public.  On such subjects as the
Chinese in British Columbia—on which he gives no
uncertain sound—the Indians, the wonderfully pros-
perous mission of that noble misslonary Mr. Duncan
to tribes once considered the most hopeless on the
Pacific Coast, the magnificent and boundless Peace
Ruver country, the best route for the Pecific Rallway,
and others almost equally important, Mr. Gordori
gives valuable information. His description of the
Peace River Pass is exceedingly graphic, though the
colours used are always quiet. The Rocky Mountaina
lose thelr terror as we read of the party in a farge boat
gliding down a great river from the interior of the
Mountains to the vast fettile plains on this side, with
but one interruption or portage ; and the question
forces itsclf on us, “!s not this the true course for
our failway to take,? or, o', Jeast, * Should we be irre.
trievably committed tc a different toute till more is
known of this onc?” We have accumuiated a library
about the North-West, and we add this latest work to
it with pleasurc, because or: its merits, our interest in
the country, and as one of signs now begluning to
abound that Canadian writers are coming to the
front,

(S8 INISTERS AND €HURGHES,

\VE are o w1y to learn that the Rev. D. McGregor,
of Mara, Ont,, is at present prostrated with typhoid
fever, We are surethat Mr. McGregor's many friends
will deeply sympathize with him in his afiliction, and
that the prayer of ali will be that he may be restored
speedily to usual health and strength.

Z10N CHURCH, Carleton Place (Rev. A. A. Scott,
pastor), having been improved by the addition of a
gallery and repainting, was formally reopened for
public worship on Sabbath, August 22nd. Rev. Prof,
McLaren, of Toronto, preached morning and evening
to large congregations. Rev. Mr. Bennett, of. Almonte,
preached in the afterncon. Collections during the
day amounted to something over sixty dollars,

CRAW FURD congregation in the Township of Ben.
tinck and Presbytery of Owen Sound, was organized
by Rev. A. McDiarmid, of Latona, on 27th of last
May. A frame church was built some two years be.
fore, 30x40, having a seating capacity of 200, The
building 1s fully paid for, and steps have been taken to
get it painted this fall, though the pews have yet to be
put 1. The names of twenty-eight members were
enrolled on the day of orgamaation, two elders,
Mcssrs, A, Hasticand N. McDonald, have since been
elected and ordained, @nd a: the first communion,
held on 11th July, twenty-two new members were
added, eleven by profession and eleven by ceruficate.
Mz, Andrew Herderson, Theological student of Knox
Coliege, Toronto, has charge of the congregation dur-
ing the sununer vacation, and through the blessing of
the Holy Spint 1s carry:ng on the work with great
vigour and success. The contrbution of the congre-
gation to the French Evangelization Fund this year
15 $13.33. -

THE Rev. Joha Johnston was ordained and in-
ducted into the pastoral charge of Lobo and Caradoc,
on the 3rd inst. The day was all that could be desired,
and the attendance, considering the busy season of the
year, was very good. Mr. Goldie, of Watford, preachied
the induction sermon. Mr. Wells, of Williams, narrated
the steps, proposed the questions, oilered the ordination
prayer, and addressed the minister. Mr. Henderson,
of Hyde Park, charged the people, and Mr. Hall, of
West Nissouri, closed with prayer. After a heariy
reception at the door, the newly ordained pastor,
together with all the ministers present, wcre gener.
ously entertained by Mr. Brown, one of the elders, at
his residence. Mr. Johnston has gone very deliber-
utely and faithfully over a somewhat extended course
of study, He has a great deal of judiciousness as
part of his constitution, and should life be spared and
health be continued his friends ¢onfidently expect
that, by the blessing of God, he will prove himself a
wise workiman, winning souls, and building up Ged's
people in their holy faith. The settlement is ¢nat.
tended with xny urpleasant accompaniments, and ‘the
peopla seem to have spirit and enterprise avaong
them. May they see glorious things.amongst them-in
coming days.—Cost.




