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CHASED BY A LION; A STORY 0F ALDERSHOT CAMP.

.Nuri-ng- parade liad just becudsusnd ansd [ie lon-, ligie of
red-cossts iiielted sswsy frîum the driil-grosusd .14 tisough by srnsgîc.
lut twos sînd îisrecs the oflicers isoved îowsirds their quîirter8, thec
tu rid tîseunscives uf tlamie int 1 lielusset aînd 8word, -. ind to rest sîwhsle
lifter the fatigue of al iot assd dust route ussareh. [ gladiy diveted
mnysseif of the gargeous costumne ira whikh 1 liad beeni biowIy grlling
ail tihe nsoriing, anid dieuibep i'sîo tie sness liat, where about

-a duzcs 0flie oflicers wvere ssir-eany cousgrr"gtttcd. T1ire bainage of
tise nicss-rooss %viin the coîlonsel as out of -tie %vay is eidomn vcry
cistertainig and 1 avojdud th itte ilariotus gopwi adCi
lected round tise spot whcire tise waiter wvas dislseusing cooling drinks
assd look muy t3eat ira ssii aris-chair at tise further enci of tise apart-
nient. 1 picked op a psiper wvhich lay within sîrm's rcsich of aile,
and scarning, tie cuitusins,, caisse presesstiy tipous il parsugrapis wiiis
btated iias a lioni fial scssped froms ;a traîveling iiinessscrse at Gusild-
ford: isow il. lad eiuded ail puirtstit :lad aireadtlylone nt) iueniderable
sinsourit of danisuge -issionsgbt lise sucee1 aist îsuuiîry iri thse diarict

21iud land iadt visited a faiu quite close ta tise towîs uf Adersisot. 1
reand the item of iîstciiîcc ilrtough isereiv, 1 euppose beesuse it
cuiscerssed lirn:t part af the country ira wvhicii 1 issppesseti to bc, and

t1isei, %vitis about as gs-cat os as sussalil ade-grce of isîercst as one
tisially fceis; iii sucs coumnpi:îce par:sgraîphi, 1 î>assed on dawn
trne calumii, naL giving tise usatter a seconid thouglîr.

1'ccrusoss," cii ed osie of tise ufficers-a captîsin nauneci Angus
-- ac*oss to me, as woe sat sst lunch zt':. ]tour later, -- ii you conte
b! a ride this afternoon P

%Vhiere are yuui guîeng" 1 iis(luisCl.
Asweevou 11 - ghLI slsould iugL"

Vesy '.veii, 1 %vil go with vou," 1 ieliid ; sîud e;stdiing siglit
Jl tsy orcderiy at tisat Monent, I caiiecl to aihna, and gave Iiiis in-

titructiosîs tu se that iny hosrse was saddied ;sid ready for aile by
twu a'ciuck.

Captîisi Anguss nnd I ,ssounted, andI set forward ut a ieisurciy
cantler duwni tise ilun ai ohuis wisicis reacis frouus the bssnks of

ltse cassai tu tise liiits of tihe North Camsp. It wil3 a vcry hot dIsy
ansd 1 %vas îlot lîttie gratul for time shade we .reseîtiy goet fronts
(lie îlsick wuods aof psice-îrecs betîwcen which grutn tise Farnborousgh
rond. %Ve chatcd biskiv ont variotss inatters as *ur horses joggClcd

aonand b-idhcatehiissg a gimîpse of al tield fuil ofi shccp
îiîroughi a breaik in tise i'l:gIreulected the psiragraph 1 hsall
rend, ansd asked sîsy conmpassion wisetier lie knew thsst a lio)n w:us
suî>iose(l Lu becoîsis at lsarge in tise vicinity of tise camp.

A lion !" s:îic lie quicklv. - Nu ; voit don't weian. that r
Su Isle papiers ,:av,*' said I. - Tise beast esispeti front a e(--

lIingrie at Guidford, aîd as nuL yct been recipturetil."
It's iso joke fos- :î lion tu bc rovissg, about at lus own swect

%wiii,' zsudt Captain Asîgus, icaisisin-, tise trees svith a siigit expreso*
ion of tsnca-sincss.

1 gaPve a littie laugh. - You airc not appreiensive that sve qhall
bc attackc(l by v he brute!" said 1.

-O01, no, " lie ansswered, -I d1 (Io ileufr that. But -a lion is a
formsidaîble crcaturc. I recoliect that wvicî our hattalian lay at thse
Cape sorte of us wsere ordercd risflr away up1 country on an eie
ditious. WVe cassspe)d osse sigfit ois tise banks of a river, ani about
darce o'cluck in the morrissg, whien ail wvas quiet, a lauze lion sud-
denaly ;praiis, osît of a thicket near wvhiciî we hi establisheti a post
ansd killed tise sentry on duty before tise gusard could turn out to

I believe,* said I, - hlint 1 ani ri-itu in saying a lion wilI neyer
atsicki almlais tisles-, drives ta <lo so by husîgrer. Nat so %vills a
tigcr. But -o long *s cur fr--i:sd fro;ss the Guildford nsenssgcrie
conîtinues tu fusti die fiselds -tuelked vithi mtan, asnd tise tarins witlî
îsoultry, 1 do Isot tiiink lie is verv likclv ta risk his liberty by attaek-
in- nsiess."

Tlhtis'clsa-ttitiig, wu rode ieisuirely ou warilj. Wue tars'ied fiequsciitly
by te roiside, auij thast by tise tisge ive lasnd gaitsed tise suuiiint utf
the range of Bssgsisot iiis, tise hsour %vse close uipo - fivt- o'ciuek. WVe
di8musteti fronts aur isurses tu giv dtai sa rest, anud stoud awiiu

ausisgtIse ricîsusi an 'aried lsîusdt3cssîse, sprending uiiio% jus Utne
stsisisse, ar.1 gradussily growissg fainter nd faintcr tîil lise pbrosprect
(lied out witistise (liai blue sîu'eak uf tisa distanît îportsssoîsh hsalls.
Tise camsp lay, a mocre tiuy psitch ausosg, tise 8urruîdiîg folisage
about naine asiiets away, but tisere %vas no occasioun for tss Lu bc bacu
in il befbrù first mess-cssii, nt isaii-psîst seveus, anîd Our horéea wvcre
s0 fresis tirat uve eould easily ]lave covered tise distansce in rsis hour
land 'vo atsy ssind ta lsurry. Afier Iiusgeriusg for aijut teis îsshsutcs,
(aptiii An-us ausd I a-gsîiii chinibed int aur ssîddies.

Lot us retursa throui Isle Lonu- Valley," saiti này comîpatious,
[t wihi îsîke us a litIle lonuger, it 'us a truc, but tisi ive are ius nu

girear huirry, ssusd it is a rnuch prettier rosîd."
Accordingly ive descended the isili-siope, isîsd estered i ville

comuutisuicatisg %villa tise fanous sandty tract celebraîtd aliuke for
revicws anti dîîst. 'Fie grouusd here wvis rougs aîsd brokeis, tire
beiusg, indecti, nu re-,ular rond, but utîly ua sort uf bealeus trsîek, su
liat riding miares stili at sa easy canter, tlieir progress wsss issucli
slower -sall it hati been over the hasrdi level iigway. For about
anl sour ive kejut Jeisurcly un, and by that Luite the sain hai saiiIed
close dowa ta the brown and barrois shuder ao' iltsgary 11ii1, ansu
tise near set fi=z busîses cast sisadows whiicis infiusitetiy inuitipiieti
tieir stuusted grosvîh ujuon the thin sparse grass of the defile.

Wue hati corne ta a tract aof tise valiey fromn wlsich the lufty batiks
rosse prccipitîitely ont eltîer hausd, witisin a quarter-mile ai' aose
anotiser. The caimp wvas thon about two utiles awvay. Thec wiut
a sort of forcign tvildertscss in the aspect aof tise little pass into wiuich
ive wcre entcring. The sal %vas uf fine yeiluw sansd: . ot sinoutis
or level, but brokeis up inta a successions of biluwy ritiges, uviui
isere ,and tîsere an abrupt hillock rising lsigh eusaugi ta impedle tise
view. WVe were riding with our horses useek ta ncck. 1 hlsa just
ligbîted a ciganr, anti vns followingr with sortie issterest ani accoîitst

wisicls Cantain Angbu %vas gais ailo ais exploit isa Iiîtin'n
field, wlsich the rentier perhaps wvuid scarccly thaik aile Lu recoutit.
Suddenly ho stoppeti deati, anti at tise sane mnomnt reinct lis
liurse ira %villa sucs veleienence that tise creatuire resîret rigist up
unt to ils lsiad legs witls a loîîd sînd lung-drawn iseigi. %Vun dering
rit the reasoîs ai' tis abrupt arrcst, I clîcket my uwrs msarc, :snd
carne lu a staadstiil beside my caianion.

VI Wat 'us lise matter, Anguse" 1 cnqîuircd.
For ariswer lir titi nut speak a word, but siuwiy raising Isis aruss,

anti extendiusg it frorn his shoulder, wiUs tise fore. fiusger puiustiîsg
nearly straight aieati af us, he brouglit his cyes ta iny face, anst
reissaineti in thsat; posture watching nsy couîtctnasce ass 1 pereciveti
tise abject lie %vas indcatitig. And iwlsat ivas 'ut tirat 1 saw ? Foi-
lowing tise direction of lais raised nri, 1 discovereti upon the satisn-
muit ai' ane ao' tise littie iilocks about two hundred yards awvay,
stansding rnotionless as a statue, ils forrn blending svith tise ycllaw
caleur aof tise santi, tise figrure ai' a great slsssggy lion 1 Tise creature
stooti stock-stiii, iLs tssil alerne wisskin, slosvly froin aite to ride,
intently sîsrveying us. For aur part, ive sat cqualiy msotionlcss in
aur sattios, Angmss %vith lais arm, extcadet anti iis cyes lixed upois
ussy face, as though lic land becoisse transfixeti in that posture, and
I in tise posture aof astanisised regard ista svhicli 1 hati falien ois
first perceiving the lion.

Sutdcnly rny horse grew restive ; it frtt nd neigiset, -anti
-ansrenccd ta curu'et utnd paw tise grounti as lisoîsgh alarmnct. My

friend's hsorse lihuivise ovincet tise saille sigas aof appreisension. 1
lie rny eyes as steusdily, upors tise lion as Angus dit lsis upon sile.
Tise creature, with stcaitlsy cat-like bourits, cousssnedc ativasscing
vory slowly L')wards us, pausing at -about every thrcc stops iL matie
ta rear its heat andi stand staring at us, thocn contiîsuing ils sneak-
isg advance along tIse r3.dge ai' tise hillack upon whics 'ive land first
-discovered it.

I wisdrew sny fixeti stare ta tura iii tssy satidle anti look aroutid


