
TH I-E FA VOR ITE, MIA2Si.
She vau dead.
Bernolatu as1111e moved by this fightrul au

massnatlon as If It vere a malter of the coin
mÉonest occurrnce,e pushed anid. the abate
laine'% body with lits fot, snd passed ont of! i
roomw.

Brave Lehardy, after lnuoming the clieval<
Oif lie sapture of the cbAteau, had hurrled vîti
ail speed to Diane;. but, more fortunate tIbm
Raoul, lie had not encountered any enemiles ci
his way, and reached tie apartments of hb
.Young mistreos vilicut impedimeut. Re foun(
Dflane, alrea<>y aroneed by the noise, up an(
partly drbssed. luna few words lie explained t(
bier the desperate situation of affaire, and thei
passed teD what vas more pressing:-

iDo flot lie alarmed, mademoiselle," he cried
"I vil! do my best 10 cave you. Follow me.,,

"Where te, Lehardy?"1
"Two steps from thbis place. lu your servanti

room Ibere ts a secret door or whIch 1 have lh(
key. This door leadm ou nt mbthle country,
Corne, a4IMOlsell.e, the moments are pre.

clu" mohr l
"Madame la C9mtesse runs ne danger, I am

sure. Corne, mademoiselle, corne."1
Blane, reflecting on the feeble aid which hei

presence could afford te lier mother, was pre.
paring te ebey, when an outbursî er furlous
sounds close by froze lier with terrer aud para.
lyzed lier movemeuts.

4&Maledicîlon !" cried Lehardy. i"The assas-
sins are bre-lt lm teo laIe 1"

It vas at that moment the Dame d'Erlanges
fell under the bullet of the Chief of the Apos-
tien.

Ai the approacli of the bandits, Diane exhib-
ited no alarm. She was pale and lier boson
beaved, but beyond these slight indications of
agitation, notblng ln lier lace betrayed the agony
that vasrendiug lier heart. lier eyee gleame<
vitlia dark fire, anuouncing a ftrm and poWor-
tol resolution.

."iMy brave Lehardy,"l she eaid, ciIf heaven
by a miracle, permit@ you 10 escapo Ilie dangers
wliieb environ us, te11 my mother that I died
prcnounelng lier name. As te the Chevalier
Rasoul Sforzi, lie bas been very good and devote<j
te us-I shail avait hlm lu heaven V"

"4Diel1 yop, mademoiselle!1 Oh, Impossible1
Yen are overoome by terrer. Who would dare
to kiti you?"l

44I mysel!, Lehardy," replied Diane. ci W
you thlnk that I yl cowardly subusul l ec
outrages cf the marquis? Heaven forgive me 1
I arn a D'Erlanges, and a D'Erlanges lias neyer
falled lu honor 1"1 And as ehe pronounced thek;e
vordsie showed Leliardy a dagger wlth which
alie had armed horseif.

The old servitor uttered a cry of despair, and
gtamped violently upon the floor.

fiYou are riglit, mademoiselle !" lie exclaliia-
ed. "iA D'Erlanges neyer falied. But wait
awlife. I viiimake adosiperate attemnpt"...

"41Io etoclate I Hark! Someoeele rush-
Ing Ibis way!"M replied Diane.

di'Watt avwhule, I gay, mademoiselle; the stops
mnaY not beceomlng here."1

Lliardy eocked bis arquebuse, and projectlng
bi& body out of the Parlialiy 0penecd door, fired.
A ery of suftbring foliowed the discliarge, and1
the assailantastslpped.

IlThe vretces fear a trap, muademioiselle,
ad are eOaaung as tbwhat Ihey shah do,"eried Liehsi'dy. " We6culd net have a better

cliance-let us profit by It 1"
Lebn.rdy selzed a lighted candi. trom Diane's

Inie-dieu, sUd .beldl te othe vide banginge wrhicli
bung irom the celing. lu a moment a wbirl
of emoke and dlame ftUed the rooma and poured
ont of the door. Seizing bis Young mistress ln
bis ari8 Lehardy lid her from the itoor, aud
rushed ferwerd viti ail thie strengi afforded
hlm by despair.

Raoul Sforzi, semeWiat recovered from lthe
uverw helmlng fatigue of the com bat, was makr.
ing bis way tevwards Diane's apartments, wlien
lie uav an immense sheet o! fiame buret eut
bcfore hlm.

"lHeaven 1"1lie cried, "1 he assassins have set
tire to the chateau!1 Diane, Dlaue-I arn bere!
Oh, I &hal libe o late to save lier. Nothi ng wl
remain to me but te d.ie !"

At Iliat moment lie cauglit siglit o! the group
of murderers upon whom Leliardy had fired.
A roar ike that o! atiger burst frein is chest.

diDiane, my beloved1" lie eried, ci If 1 cannot
gave, I can ai lenst avenge you !"

He dasbed upon tlie marquis's soliers.

CHAPTETI XV.

TUB LION VAqui5HED.

H vwas not a combat, but deatb, tbe Chevalier
isforzi vent to seek. l'he sacrifice of bis 11f., te

eue man only. Tlîey numbered twenty. Their bis vict.lr; ai lengi a siaister amihe passeds- swords, daggers and Poignards quickly fermeci a over bigI.lips.n- deadiy circle, o! whieh tb. ceatre vas Raoul's "oldiers," lie sald, "iblnd :armly this de-.e- breaut. monula% and do mot lose sight of hlm 1111 yen l'e..he The vengeance wblcb had drawn hlm tevards turn te the cliâteaunIliose vbom lie lcoked upon as tie murdorera e! The OLral raya of dawn vore toucbing lb. bull-or Diane dld nol yot appear te hirn sufflcienlly tops, vben the marquis abaudcned tbe Châteauh complote; hoe deaireci te mow dovn a more do Tauve. The aspect cf donolation presented jn ample harvesl. By a vigorous bound ieh trieci by the dvehlug-phace of lb. Dame d'Erlanges,n to break tirougli tbe ranke o! bis adversarles, lately s0 calin, smillng, sud peaceful, in not toJe but unforlunately bis foot sipped In the blocci b. described. It vas euee!ftiose terrible pic-1d c! the man lie had first truck down, aud lho luron beonci the power o! the pen to trace. Aiid foîl te tbe grounci hoîpless. party o! 1h. mnarquis's men-at-arma vere leftto In au Instant the marquis's men vere upon to guard the oius, in tie not very probablejn bira, sud in anoîher Instant bis life veuld have event e! Monseigneur de Caniibac, lhe Lieu-been taken, but for an ahiogether unexpecteci tenant-Generai o! Auvergne, tbinking cf re-1;Intervention. laking IL.ilWoe te vhoever touches this vretcli!" cried It la neceseary 10 reaci and ro-read the authen-jthe Chie! o! the Aposîles, appearlug suddenly tic memoirs cf the sixteenti century te belleve(,s uapon tb. scene. "iMonseigneur Intende that In Ihe odieus spollaîlens.sud Incredible violence(e fle Sorzi-unwortliy o! the end o! au bonor. cornmitled at that epocb. But itlei absohuîely1r.able sldier-shlh perieli on thie gibbct, afler certain that every day the feudal nobles ef pro-tbeing put te long torture. Disarin the eceun- vinces far romoved frein Paris, and consequentiytdrel, sud drag hlm before monseigneur." beyond the action o! the royal power, wereThougli tbe merce naries vere loIh nettolegniity o! sncb crimes as that cemmitted by theScomplote their easy victery, the prospect offered Marquis de la Tremblais.fby Benoiet promised sucl a revard te Ibeir fe. On reachlng the Château de la Tremblais,rrcily that thee' obeyed bis order withont mucli Raoul vas casl inte a dark, damp, sud narrowgrumbliug. Twenly poverful armes selzed Rtaoul dungeon. Bowed dovn in strongtli and spirit,la aud dragged rablier than conducted hlm inte the lie vas oblivione o!fIthe horror o! bis position,chamaber e! the murdered Dame d'Erlauges, hovever. lie vepi for Diane, and sigliec forwhere the marquis stili remaiued. the repose of the grave."At sîglit o! the prîsoner, the Marquis de la Whie S!orzi vas iold captive, and tie mar-Tremblais coulci net roprese a cry o! satisfaction. quis vas triumphant, iane d'Erlanges, fortu.sA sigli o! relief rose froin bis cheat, sud au Inde- nateîy saveci by Lehardy, vbo lied conducted-finable expression e! Joy gliterec Iin bis eyes. ber to a poor goalberd's cabin, vaiteci anxiouslyHie rose freinlbis chair, advanced slowly te. lie return o! ber faitiful serviter, vie vasw ardýs tbe man lie lied se cruehly ineulted, sud gone te, gather Intelligence. Leliardy's absence bigazed at hirn In silence. Hie face, prematureîy vas prolonged for several boums, sud Diane, IfI witiored by bis passions, reflected ail the evil grown more snd more alarmed, baci decideci teysuggestions of bis heart. lie already tasted hise bave bier retreat, vhen she perceived bier braveci vengeance. attendant ascending the aide cf lie mountain.P* Raoul subinitteci vitheut opposition te the She bnrried dovn te meet hlm.mnarquis's examination. Sti11 pahpitaîîng uuder fiWeil V" sio cried.athe fatigue sud excitement o! uis last struggle, Lehardy rernained aslient i.ei cheeks vereaalie but di mly saw what vas passing areund hlmi. vet vibli tears. d1The mocking voice o! the marquis roedeci i Seizeci by a horrible p1esenlmenl, Dianerfrein lite physical dopression and torpor o! steod for severai seconds vithoul daring to b1mmnd. question him furîber. At lengtb, making an"iYour presenco at Tauve, fellow, doe nol at greal effort te cenirol ber agitation,-1ai surprise me," saici the marquis. «4Knoviîîg i"My moîber ?fi she asked.Bthe sert o! ruffians the Dame d'Erlanges lied Lehardy boweociei beaci, sud Slovly pointed dihired te aid bier lu ber rebellion, xetAt twrsha .ti
j ss ou or aain1144Dead I-murderod III crieci the peor girl. 1D oMonsieur," replieci Raoul, trylng te recover 44Yes, deaci-murderedi ! repeateci Lehardy, 01h is cooînees, idyonr conduet ne more surprises lu tomes liat asennded like a funeroal ecie. wr mne than mny presenco bore surprises you. Cow. Diane felt bersoîf sinking te tbe earth, but? ardice sud cruelty go together, marquis. Ycur she made a poverful effort te sustain hersel!; to&cond uet tevards the Damne d'Erlauges 18 vorthy sbe haci yet one more question te ask of Le.o! you! 11ev prend yen muet bec!f yeur noc- hardy. tb1turnal exploit!1 People murderec Inl their becis, i"sBacul?" abe murmureci. lethe bouse o! a noble sud dofoncelees lady breken diDeaci, viliouî deult, mademoiselle. No- n(into, despoiheci, sacked frein grouncite roof- body bas surviveci ibis Immense catastrophie." RIboy admirable sud glorlous! But take myed- The poor girl uttereci a plercing shriek, sud invice, marquis, do nol yet proclaim your victery 1Ilion, blindiy stretching ber arma befere bier, et,It Is impossible Ibat the noblesse of Auvergne f011 cold and inanimate te lie grouud. Wben, in,vill consent, by inaction, te become the acoin. thanke te the car. cf Lebardy, she returnec te Ltplices o! yeur crime. But Oven If the noblesse aeusciousness, nie spoke met a vord, It vas tolu luis province shoulci fait In their duty, Is euiy aI the approaci cof n4glt Ihat beaven ac-piIbere flot tlie power o! the king ? Henry III. cerdoc iber tie relief cf tbarsl, and ah. vas ai nijviii lenci an ear te the aupplications o! the Dame louglli able te reply te questions putl telier by kid'Erlanges, sud vîlI drav dovu an exemplary lier fsilb.fnl servitor.aipunislment ou yonr in!amy 1" laWiat muet 1 do, mademoisolle ?Ilieo asked. thAssureci o! bis vengeance, 1h. marquis lock 1"Il vili lbe almostIimpossible te les,. Ibis tlne heeci o! lie cbevalier's bolciness e! speechi, abelter; yeî it Is sbeolutely necessarY fer me te de,but ropieci go te Clermonlte Monseigneur de Canilhis. bbdoTie Dame d'Erlanges ibas alreaciy paid bie The gevernor must do yen justice. A crime no mýPenalty e! lier rebeilion. She la ne ]moe.1"1 odicus mustimutihbe sileecite go unpunisbed 1IhbdoWhat ?II cried Bacul. "oOh!1 imPossible! But If tie msrquil' people meet me cn lie colyou are Jestlng The Dame d'Erianges dead! road tliey viii Mill me; sud Ilion vbat viii ho- 1deaci 1k. bier dal1ghter-..her servants i No! I claoee!ye?"9cal8aY again, il le impossible 1l 1"Lehardy," crieci Diano, trylng te represtheThe marquis, vitieul replyuung, croseed te the solis vhucb stIied. lier, "u t la useloss teacidress e('châtelaine'& bed, sud villi a tirin band drev yourself te Monseigneur de Canllhac; lie viii ceia"Ide lie liangînge. onîy repulse yenr supplication villi disdain. lu4ilLook!t" le saidL Ail men are monsters--tigers meadden-éd by arýRaoul turneci, sud beheld lb. body o! lie blooci I Heaven, lu lilsInexorable justice, viii 1h(Dam. d'Erhanges lying bathec ilier blooc. moteont punlaliment te Iliese assassins I1lRe- diAt bhis friglilful spectacle, wbidli brenght to main near mue, my failiful servant, my trustedcol<hie minci viti sncb poignant roallty the snp- frlenci; yen are o nw my oly &upport on gaipoeci desîli cf Diane, Sferzl passed bis bauds e&rtli." halseveral limes before bis eyes; hie looks became "lMademoiselle," crieci Lebardy, ilro member uliaggard, and tbld o! mnaduese. Iu trulli,unuder that you are a D'Eriauges-nobl<, 8 55 oblige 1 You thithe terrible blov receiveci by bis beart, lie feit muet aveage yonr mother. Yea, yen are rigit. kilbis reason giviug vay; lie doubted the evidence Monseigneur de Cauliac voulci iaugh at YOur TIýe! lis senses, sud vas tempteci bu belleve hlmi- cemplaint; Il la e! ne Use addressing lin; but taself under the Influence o! a dream. lie soon there le a brave companien vio may help you iflavakeneci te the trntb, liovever. lI b lamentable state o! thinga. I do net,, te"iInfamons vretch 1" lie crieci, heariaely, andi epealb.heiuti, greaily esteem thue man, but tenmechanically grasping the scabliard o! hie bits experience us equai te bis cupidiîy, sud Iftasvord, vile a flash ef Indemcribabie fury dart- lie Oinds il to bis luterest ho serve yen, lie laised !rom bis eyes, lie adivancedi tevarde the capable o! carrying lie boidesî actions te auc- tlbmarquis until thoir aleste neariy rmet, sud ceséful resnlin."C lethen, witb a movemeut rapic i asthonghî, le 4"Who la ibis msu ?"l doLralseci bis rigbt baud and struck lin fuilll ite "The cempalon lu arme o! Monsieur Sforzi, Th(face. Gaptain Rolandi de Maurevert. I knov, le- pWordn are Impotent le describe the mar- aides, liaI the fate cf brave Monsieur Bacul, dquls'S rage, Rise Oral action vas te drav bis vbom lie loveci, wîîî affect hun deeply, sudi.-ilpignaTrd; u îoîistnl ofug taa1ipsell-4 eeien rpsis!vrby 5

wildest gorges of this mountain was eflC8à»pw
the 6iialy, daily growtng in strengtli, SiO4U
Army of the League of Equtty. u

Nothîng could b. m'ore strange and raa50to
than the aspect of this gathering of Iif5m
peasants. However, among tbis hewero«0f
and undisclplin.d crowd a certain order;ri1.1
indlcating at a glane the presence cf a
practically acqualnted witli the science of
4,dvanoed sentinels, supported by es
bodies, guarded th. approaches to the 00
videttes st.ationed on 1h. height&.-ail teO
Mentary and Indispensable precautions SP"..
surprise were rigoroualy observe&.

The soldiers qf the League awakerted ast dS<
were oceupied in prepariug Iheir modestInc
ng meal, the basis of wlch was c3hesU4ll
and maize. At the same lime several qU8
of kid and venison, cooking ln the heat Of op
dent braziers, proved that the sobriety 000
Insurgenta was flot that or an exaggeratedW.
tanism, and that they were far fromn disd&Wo#
the advantages offered by the Ihen C100
practice of marauding.

A good-sized lent, surmounted by a 'i
flagfleur-de-lUaE stood ln the middle 0f the M
and was Inhablted bý the Generalglao Of e
Army of the League of Equiîy, the 111i
(Japtain de Maurevert. The giant was a&e
Moment seated at table before an eo,0
piece of venison; and ln face of hlm, on a1;
stool, sat the servitor Lehardy.

"lSo, caplain," aild the latter, ciyou TOP*
My Idea of going and besieging the Chitea
la Tremblais VI

De Maurevert shrugged bis shoulder
air of pty, at h. same moment thrs 0lt
bis moulli a piece of the venison large 03
to have furnished a Meal te another mai

IlMy poor Lehardy,"1 he replied, 44yotifO
outruns your wlts 1 How the devil do yo, g
pose Ihal, wilhout artillery and with only ÏI -0
sorry nags te Mount the whole of My caW1l
1 coùld go and besiege the strongest place in t
bvhole province of Auvergne? You are 610
iemented te lhink of sucli a thing."1 10"But, captain, do you flot fear that YOI it
action maY PrOve fatal te the chevalier?à
not a great miracle, that afler being kept a
soner for a fortniglit, h#.Ir, stilI living ?"q

"lThe lruth is,"1 said the captaîn, i do l
Lay expect to hear of my Young flends ,,i
tion. 1 have no luck with My asocates. ei
1do net kilt lliem myself, somne one stab tj0
or baugs tliem for me! A good fellew, iý.0
vhom I loved with ail Mny beart."1

'$And you are flot going te make any Stui
to save hlm, captain VI

"4Not make auy attempt 1 What do Y
bLnk 1 have encamped here for, hardly i f
leagues frem the CliAteau de la Tren2bîsI'tod
mot te approach the chevalier ? The 1d6
Raoul strung Up oni a glbbet la neyer out 0f101

xlind! If il w ere ot hat I have te kee P u 4Çog,
trength, I hould by this ime have died--O »<f

,g and drinking 1 Take my word for il, fr'îO
ehardy, that whch almost Iways îSIO18
Dcommit blunders-or, If you like bettOrf O
>dities-is precipitation. The passionsl orde
res aould neer be taken for counseIIOMI'p
Enow how to wait for the propiticus O 1wd then te seize the occaion by the If
,e great secret cf lire. If My brave 0 o0OPOIi
on ln arme shOuld be hanged, I1sah b flspair, and shah do my best te avelige
but MY COnscience wll fot reproacb fl1-
ny good Lebardy, you do flot kuow, <asj
tw sweet a lhing itla. b be at peace With Y

onscience 1"th
At thîs moment a tumuît wh ich roeln
amp drew off the attention cf De Maur6-fert10
IlWhat now 7?" b. crled. s'Ah, lIt1 s s" 10
ee that my soldiers are flot used t e109
axnpsI1 The rascals shout and dispute un 000
agly, witbout lever, by any chance, cuttU"g
nother's Iliroats! Whbat a dîfference Ot«e
lem and regular troupe!1 Three Ye81S I

uring a nlght.hlvouac, lu a compnYWbie. A
mmniandedi, a furious discussion arOBO Oiii1
mue of dico. My brave fellows teok s'WO~
ad, and for an hour foughl so glel'1 7 

e
uetlY-so as not to dlsturb me lunmy 5lsc
at 1 was flot even waked. Two of tbeI
ilIed. What a beautiful thing dîsco-V 10
is Infernal uproardrowns my voice 1 ail dAy
lIkIug leudestof ahl! This will go 0On
'I do flot punt a stop te it."
De Maurevert had scarcely set foot OutO io
)t ere he was surrounded by a gruOf
Ineers, who ail addressed hlm &t 011-logo
"lSilence V' he cried, in a tone thal doit
te tumult as mnuch as the report Of 5a ,
)minates the sound of a volley ofIo
It le not for soldiers te question theirge <lo0
en, lurnlng tewards one of the cIO'«b
ýpeared the least excited, he asked:
"What ls the malter, coinpantion?1"


